
Composition Program Assessment 2018-2019 
Instructions and required materials 

OVERVIEW  

Once again we will be assessing artifacts from our ENG 201/H courses in AY 2018-2019. In 

particular, we are assessing students’ ability to meet the following outcomes: 

 

Outcome 1  Develop rhetorical knowledge across contexts and audiences. 

Outcome 2  Develop writing projects across multiple drafts. 

Outcome 3  Apply knowledge of information literacy and ethical citation practices. 

Outcome 4  Apply knowledge of sentence-level mechanics and usage.  

In addition to these core outcomes, we will also assess students’ ability to reflect on their 

mastery of these outcomes by pointing to evidence in their writing and discussing their 

strengths and weaknesses in relation to the outcomes.  

Please note that the outcomes for ENG 201/H are not meant to be self-contained; instead, 

they are culminating outcomes that build on students’ learning in ENG 101/P or an 

equivalent transfer course. 

YOUR ASSIGNMENT 

1. Select an assignment from your ENG 201 course that represents the culmination 

of students’ learning and that requires them to demonstrate their knowledge of all 

four learning outcomes. Ideally, this assignment should require students to 

complete a thesis-driven project using scholarly research.  

2. Create an assignment module in your Blackboard course template that includes 

the text of your assignment from #1 (attached or pasted in the textbox, name 

removed) and align that assignment to the appropriate learning outcomes (more 

information will be provided in a separate document). 

3. Require students to submit their work to this assignment module before the end 

of the course. The alignment will not interfere with your grading of the 

assignment. 
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REQUIRED STUDENT WORK 

1. A preliminary draft, which may be an outline or very early version of the final 

paper. Please emphasize the need to represent the process of writing and to 

distinguish earlier work from the final, polished draft.  

2. A final, polished draft that best represents their mastery of the learning 

outcomes. 

3. A 1-2 page reflection on how their writing demonstrates their mastery of the 

learning outcomes (see below for a more specific writing prompt for the 

reflection). Please make sure to emphasize the importance of metacognitive 

writing in your course.  

All three documents should be uploaded as a single PDF or MS Word file in the order 

listed above. Students may also use the MS Word or PDF templates provided by the 

program. Students’ and instructors’ names should not appear in the document. 

HOW THIS WORK IS ASSESSED 

The assessment workgroup meets one week in the summer to evaluate a random sample 

of uploaded assignments. Our goal is to assess 20% of available artifacts, which usually 

amounts to about 500 artifacts.  

Based on our previous assessment efforts, the assessment workgroup has designed a 

rubric that evaluates students’ writing based on the four learning outcomes. The 

Composition Program’s goal is for students to reach basic-level knowledge of all four 

outcomes, since composition is a freshman-level requirement. We also review instructor 

assignments and students’ reflections so we can examine students’ writing in context. 

The rubric for 2018-2019 can be found here: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BCrax17SzwQRp9qwbBMWvdM4zWSlDlyRis6_LN4

LsJU/edit?usp=sharing.  
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REFLECTION FOR COMPOSITION PROGRAM ASSESSMENT 

Students enrolled in ENG 201 should complete a 1-2 page, double-spaced reflection on 

their learning within the framework of the course objectives. 

Dear ENG 201/H Student, 

Please complete this 1-2 page, double-spaced reflection as part of the Composition 

Program’s efforts to assess student learning in our composition sequence. You should 

follow the prompt below when crafting your reflection: 

A. Review the ENG 201/H course objectives, which were provided to you in the 

course syllabus at the start of the semester. 

 

By the end of English 201/H, students will: 

1.      Demonstrate rhetorical knowledge across contexts and audiences. 

2.      Develop writing projects through multiple drafts. 

3.      Apply knowledge of information literacy and ethical citation practices. 

4.      Apply knowledge of sentence-level mechanics and usage. 

 

B. Describe how your culminating artifact fulfills the learning objectives of the 

course. How does your work reflect the abilities outlined above? For example, 

in your description, point to specific writing in your culminating artifact that 

demonstrates your application of rhetorical choices and knowledge (1), revision 

strategies (2), information literacy and ethical citation practices (3), and attention 

to sentence-level mechanics and usage (4). In your reflection, you may compare 

the work of your initial draft to your final draft, as both documents should be 

included in your assignment upload. 

 

C. Describe the overall strengths and weaknesses of your culminating artifact in 

light of the course objectives. What did you do particularly well and what 

aspects of the learning objectives remain challenging for you? 
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