
Course Title:  ENG 101/103: Beginning Composition (3 CR) 

REQUIRED READING 
MLA Handbook, 8th Edition by Modern Language Association of America (published 2017) 

ISBN-10: 1603292624 
ISBN-13: 9781603292627 

REQUIRED MATERIALS 
• Money for photocopying/printing. Throughout the course I may make several documents 

(handouts/readings/exercises/assignments) available through MUOnline and I expect these to 
be brought to class. Additionally, you will be responsible for printing out multiple drafts of 
every assignment for peer review. 

• A notebook or paper to every class period for note taking and other classroom exercises and/or 
activities. 

• Also bring a writing utensil to every class period as well. 
  
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
101 Beginning Composition (3 CR) 

From Catalog: Introduction to academic writing with emphasis on writing as a multi-stage process, critical 
thinking, and fundamental research strategies and skills.  

(Prerequisite (PR) scores for course: ACT English 18-27 [480 on SAT ERW] or one of the following: ENG 
0XX/Placement English 0101/Undergraduate level ENG 099 [Minimum Grade of CR or D]/ENG 100 
[Minimum Grade of D]/ENG 101C) 

Semester/Year Fall 2017

Days/Time MWF 9:00a-9:50a

Location Corbly Hall 435

Instructor Nathan Rucker

Office Corbly Hall 459

Phone (304) 696-6404

E-Mail rucker37@marshall.edu

Office/Hours M 12p-2p; T 11a-3p (iPhone); TR 11p-3p

University Policies By enrolling in this course, you agree to the University Policies listed below. 
Please read the full text of each policy by going to www.marshall.edu/
academic-affairs and clicking on “Marshall University Poicies.” Or, you can 
access the policies directly by going to www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/
policies/.  

Academic Dishonesty/Excused Absence Policy for Undergraduates/
Computing Services Acceptable Use/Inclement Weather/Dead Week/Students 
with Disabilities/Academic Forgiveness/Academic Probation and Suspension/
Academic Rights and Responsibilities of Students/Affirmative Action/Sexual 
Harassment
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From Me: This class serves to introduce you to a variety of writing styles that will help prepare you 
to think and write at the university level. What does that mean and how will we approach this task? We 
become better writers through learning that composing is a multi-stage process that includes invention, 
drafting, revising, and editing as a way to think critically, make meaning of the world around you, and 
generate arguments to assert our own knowledge. The TLDR version? We will read a lot and we will write 
a lot.  

By the end of the semester, you will have generated the equivalent of at least twenty typed, double-spaced 
pages. 

OBJECTIVES AND OUTCOMES FOR THE COURSE 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

-High-Stakes Writing Assignments- 
  • Personal Essay (3 pp. minimum)  

You will compose a personal essay seeking meaning in a topic which resonates with you 
that is related to the subjects of the readings in our textbook. In this essay you will not 
argue or defend a previously held stance; instead, you will write to explore your ideas 
and think on the page about a topic. 
Further details to follow.  
(Due from 11:59pm Friday, September 15-18 by class time through MUOnline) 

Course Student Learning 
Outcomes 

How students will practice each outcome in 
this Course

How each outcome will be  
assessed in this course

Students will interpret, synthesize, 
evaluate, and respond to various 
ideas, information, situations, and 
texts. 

Class Discussion, Professor Modeling, In-Class 
Writing & Activities, Student Samples, 
Professional Samples, “Try-It” Exercises, Reader 
Reports, Research Logs, Final Project, 

Personal Essay, Formal 
Report, Research Essay

Students will develop writing 
projects through multiple drafts. 

Class Discussion, Professor Modeling, In-Class 
Writing & Activities, Student Samples, 
Professional Samples, “Try-It” Exercises, Reader 
Reports, Research Logs

Personal Essay, Formal 
Report, Research Essay

Students will apply rhetorical 
knowledge of genre, purpose, 
audience, context, and 
conventions. 

Class Discussion, Professor Modeling, In-Class 
Writing & Activities, Student Samples, 
Professional Samples, “Try-It” Exercises, Reader 
Reports, Research Logs, Personal Essay, Formal 
Report

Formal Report, Research 
Essay

Students will apply knowledge of 
information literacy and ethical 
citation practices. 

Class Discussion, Professor Modeling, In-Class 
Writing & Activities, Student Samples, 
Professional Samples, “Try-It” Exercises, Reader 
Reports, Research Logs, Formal Report

Research Essay

Students will apply knowledge of 
sentence-level mechanics and 
usage. 

Class Discussion, Professor Modeling, In-Class 
Writing & Activities, Student Samples, 
Professional Samples, “Try-It” Exercises, Reader 
Reports, Research Logs, Personal Essay, Formal 
Report

Formal Report

Students will use technology to 
enhance communication with 
readers. 

Class Discussion, Professor Modeling, In-Class 
Writing & Activities, Student Samples, 
Professional Samples, “Try-It” Exercises 

Final Project
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• Formal Report (4 pp. minimum) 
You will compose one formal report on either a traditional text (essay, speech, etc.) or a 
visual text (poster, film, advertisement, etc.) Though this will not be a traditional essay, I 
still expect you to follow writing conventions as the report will be composed using full 
sentences and paragraphs. You will follow a template provided by me where you will be 
able to examine how your text communicates meaning to an audience. 
(Due from 11:59pm Friday, October 13-16 by class time through MUOnline) 

• Research Essay (5 pp. minimum) 
You will compose a research-based essay defending your idea, or stance, on a topic 
through a sustained argument following a complex line of thought and building off of 
the basic writing conventions that we have studied.  
Further details to follow. 
(Due from 11:59pm Friday, November 17-19 through MUOnline) 

-Medium-Stakes Writing Assignments- 

• Final Project (Variable Length)  
You will radically revise your first major writing assignment from this semester, the 
personal essay. You will have the opportunity to express the same ideas to a different 
audience. You will have the ability to use digital tools to prepare the revision for a new 
medium.  
Further details to follow. 
(Due in class on Friday, December 15th @ 10:15am) 

• Research Logs (2 pp.) 
You will compose a research log of two 200-350 word summaries of articles you will 
research. Each summary should be thought of as a condensed version of the original text 
that is composed in your own words. You will complete three sets of research logs. 
Further details to follow. 
(Due September 25th, October 23rd, & November 2nd on MUOnline) 

-Low-Stakes Writing Assignments- 

• “Try It” Exercises & Reader Reports 
You will regularly prepare one-page “Try It” Exercises designed to give you first-hand 
practice as well as Reading Responses designed to let you think through some of the 
readings we will study. 
(Due throughout the semester in class) 

• Final Reflection (1 pp. minimum) 
You will compose a one-page reflection on your work through this semester and on the 
group project. You will want to discuss your development as a writer through this 
semester.  
Further details to follow. 
(Due in class on Friday, December 15th @ 10:15am) 

• In-class Writing (Variable length) 
Nearly every day of class you will respond to prompts provided by me that serve to help 
focus your thinking on that day’s material or practice skills related to our topics. 
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Spelling, Grammar and Mechanics* 
Throughout the semester we will write in different genres and/or modes. It should be noted that the 
expectations of how you use language will and should vary depending on the genre and/or mode of the 
assignment.  

For example, a personal essay should be written in a more informal and even conversational tone (eg. 
contractions and slang are A-Ok here); however, an academic essay is better served by a more formal 
approach to your language, tone, and word choice. "Form follows function" as the architect Louis Sullivan 
coined. As writers, we need to be sensitive to our language and adjust how we write for different purposes.  

On each major assignment I will clarify my expectations of how I expect you to use language for that 
project. 

*Has nothing to do with your car/bike/boat/other mechanical object. 

GRADING PHILOSOPHY & POLICY 
I will use a 100-point grading system for your total course grade which means the following:  

100-90=A; 89-80=B; 79-70=C; 69-60=D; 59-below=F. 

This will breakdown in the following way.  

ATTENDANCE & TARDINESS POLICY 
I follow the class attendance policy for excused absences acknowledged by Marshall University, which can 
be found on the Academic Affairs Policies web page located at:  

http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/policies/#ExcusedAbsences 

In addition to these policies, for this class I will also allow six unexcused absences. Additionally, any 
absence for a class of mine must go through the Office of Student Affairs located in the Memorial 

-COURSE REQUIREMENTS- Percentage of  
final grade

High-stakes Assignments 

Personal Essay 15%

Formal Report 20%

Research Essay 20%

Medium-stakes Assignments

Final Project 15%

Research Logs 15%

Low-stakes Assignments

“Try It” Exercises & Reading Reports  
(average taken upon completion)

10%

Final Reflection 5%

TOTAL 100%

Final Reflection
5%

Exercises & Reports
10%

Research Logs
15%

Final Project
15% Research Essay

20%

Formal Report
20%

Personal Essay
15%



Rucker, ENG 101/103: Beginning Composition, page  5

Student Center. Any subsequent absence will result in me dropping your total class grade by one letter. In 
the case of any absence, excused or unexcused, it is your responsibility to make up any work missed by 
consulting the syllabus and a classmate as well as come to the following classes prepared and ready to 
participate. 

Excessive tardiness (more than 5 minutes late) will also count toward absences with every 3 tardies 
equaling out to 1 absence.  

As a note, I define being present for class as more than just showing up and sitting in your seat. I expect 
everyone to come prepared for that day's activities and to participate in class discussion. Obviously, to do 
this, you should expect to bring your textbook every day to class as our readings from this book as well as 
your writings will serve as basis for class discussion. If anyone does not follow this policy they may be 
dismissed from class.  

Cellphone Policy 
I know most people carry cellphones, so they are not prohibited from class. I do however wish that you act 
in a professional manner in the classroom. Therefore, I expect the following: 

• Keep your cellphone on silent (not vibrate) for the entire length of class. 
• You may keep your phone on top of the table as I know many of us use our phones to check the time 

(myself included), but please do not abuse this privilege. 
• If you get a phone call or text, dismiss or ignore it until after class. 
• If you need to respond to a text or phone call, please excuse yourself quietly and quickly answer the 

phone in the hallway, quietly making your way back to your seat when you are done. 

If the use of cellphones does become a problem, I will revoke these allowances and ask you to stow your 
phone away for the duration of our class. It's only 75 minutes, so I'm not asking for much time anyway.  

Email Correspondence  
I do not check work-related email after 5:00pm Monday-Friday. If you send me an email after 5:00pm, I 
will not read it or reply to you until the next morning at the earliest. If you send me an email after 5:00pm 
on Friday, I will not read it or reply to you until Monday morning at the earliest.  

Emails must follow this template: 

Subject: ENG 204-201: Brief description of issue or question 

Hello Professor Rucker, 

Here is where you state your issue or ask your question with an academic tone and 
diction. Be brief and be clear, so that I can best respond to you in the same manner. 

Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely, 

Student 

Writing Center  
I highly recommend making use of the Writing Center. It is a free tutoring resource located on the 2nd 
floor of Drinko Library. They can help you with any stage of the writing process, from brainstorming ideas 
to revision. The Writing Center is NOT a proofreading service:  their aim is to help you become a better 
writer, so you will be expected to be an active participant in every session. Basically, think of the WC as a 
tutoring service that uses your writing to facilitate helping you with your individual writing issues. (See 
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ESWE poilcy above) The Writing Center’s hours are weekdays 10:00-3:00, with online hours from 
7:00-9:00 in the evening.  

More information is located at: 

http://www.marshall.edu/writingcenter/ 

For a direct link to the WC's scheduler to sign up for an account, go to the following link: 

https://marshall.mywconline.com/ 

As proof that you have both read and understood the syllabus, have little trouble using MUOnline as 
well as visited the site for Marshall University's Writing Center, I am requiring you to provide a 
picture of the scheduler after you have signed up for an account and logged in. This can be from 
your phone or from a computer, but must be attached and uploaded to MUOnline in the assignment 
that will be available under "Course Content" on our class page. The assignment will be labeled 
"Syllabus Confirmation." 

 Schedule Overview  

Week Topics

1 August 21, 23, 25  (Add/Drop Week) Introductions, Syllabus, Rhetorical Situations

2 August 28, 30, September 1 Generating Ideas & the Personal Essay

3 September 4 (Labor Day No class), 6, 8 Personal Essay

4 September 11, 13, 15 Personal Essay (continued)                ASSG Due

5 September 18, 20, 22 Analysis & Reports

6 September 25, 27, 29 Analysis & Reports (cont.)

7 October 2, 4, 6 Analysis & Reports (cont.)

8 October 9, 11, 13 Analysis & Reports (cont.)                 ASSG Due

9 October 16, 18, 20 Research Writing            

10 October 23, 25, 27 Research Writing (cont.) 

11 October 30, November 1, 3 Evaluating and Synthesizing Information

12 November 6, 8, 10 Presenting & Documenting Research

13 November 13, 15, 17 Revision & Conferencing                    ASSG Due

14 November 20, 22, 24 Thanksgiving Holiday (No class)

15 November 27, 29, December 1 Digital Writing, Adobe Spark

16 December 4, 6, 8 Final Project

17 December 15 10:15am-12:15pm Final Exam Period    Projects & Reflection Due


