
ENG 101 Syllabus

Course Description: From Catalog

Instructor Cynthia McComas

Course Title/Num-
ber

ENG 101-142 Beginning Composition (3 CR)

Semester/Year Fall 2017

Days/Time TR 12:30-1:45

Location Gullickson Hall 122

Office Corbly Hall 310 

Phone 304-696-3352

Email mccomas102@marshall.edu

Office Hours Tue 2:00 - 3:30 pm and online (via email) MW 12:00 - 1:00 pm

Please refer to my email correspondence policy on page 7 of your 
syllabus.  

University 
Policies

By enrolling in this course, you agree to the University Policies listed below.  
Please read the full text of each policy by going to www.marshall.edu/acad-
emic-affairs and clicking on “Marshall University 
Policies.”  Or, you can access the policies directly by going to
www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/policies/.  Academic Dishonesty/Ex-
cused Absence Policy for Undergraduates/Computing Services 
Acceptable Use/Inclement Weather/Dead Week/Students with 
Disabilities/Academic Forgiveness/Academic Probation and 
Suspension/Academic Rights and Responsibilities of Students/
Affirmative Action/Sexual Harassment

Beginning Composition. 3 hrs. 

Introduction to academic writing with emphasis on writing as a multi-stage process, critical 
thinking, and fundamental research strategies and skills.  (PR: ACT English 18-27 [450 on 
SAT]) 
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The table below shows the following relationships:  How each student learning outcome 
will be practiced and assessed in the course.

By the end of English 101, stu-
dents should be able to 
demonstrate the following: 

How students will practice 
each outcome in this course:

How student achievement of 
each outcome will be as-
sessed in this course:

Interpret, synthesize, evaluate, 
and respond to various ideas, 
information, situations, and 
texts. 

Classroom Activities, Daybook 
Writing, Homework Assign-
ments, Major Papers, Peer Re-
view, Revision

Homework Assignments, 
Peer Review, Paper #1 (Land-
scape Narrative), Paper #2 
(Rhetorical Analysis), Revi-
sion, Paper #3 (Research), 
Paper #4 (Radical Revision)

Develop writing projects 
through multiple drafts.  

Daybook Writing, Rough Drafts, 
Major Papers, Revision

Homework Assignments, Pa-
per #1 (Landscape Narrative), 
Paper #2 (Rhetorical Analy-
sis), Revision, Paper #3 (Re-
search), Paper #4 (Radical 
Revision)

Apply rhetorical knowledge of 
genre, purpose, audience, con-
text, and conventions.  

Daybook Writing, Classroom 
Activities, Homework Assign-
ments, Major Papers

Homework Assignments, Pa-
per #1 (Landscape Narrative), 
Paper #2 (Rhetorical Analy-
sis), Paper #3 (Research), 
Paper #4 (Radical Revision)

Apply knowledge of information 
literacy and ethical citation prac-
tices.  
 

Daybook Writing, Classroom 
Activities, Homework Assign-
ments, Major Papers, Revision

Paper #1 (Lanscape Narra-
tive), Paper #2 (Rhetorical 
Analysis), Paper #3 (Re-
search), Peer Review, Revi-
sion, Paper #4 (Radical Revi-
sion), Librarian visit

Apply knowledge of sentence-
level mechanics and usage.  

Homework Assignments, Class-
room Activities, Major Papers, 
Revision

Paper #1 (Landscape Narra-
tive), Paper Paper #2 (Rhetor-
ical Analysis), Peer Review, 
Revision, Paper #3 (Re-
search), Paper #4 (Radical 
Revision)
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Required Texts, Additional Reading, and Other Materials

Grading Guidelines and Due Dates

Use technology to enhance 
communication with readers.  

Classroom Activities, Home-
work Assignments, Peer Review, 
Major Papers, Revision 

Homework Assignments, Pa-
per #1 (Landscape Narrative), 
Paper #2 (Rhetorical Analy-
sis), Revision, Paper #3 (Re-
search), Paper #4 (Radical 
Revision)

• PDF Readings on Blackboard

• One bound composition notebook, which we will use for in-class writing assignments 
(these are informal assignments to be completed in the first ten minutes of class)

• Internet access. Many course materials will be available online; you also need access to 
research databases, such as EBSCO and JSTOR. You will be required to turn in major 
writing assignments on Blackboard.

• A binder or folder to keep course material, such as handouts, peer review comments, and 
rubrics

• Paper and writing utensils for taking notes and completing in-class assignments 

Low-Stakes Assignments Middle-Stakes Assignments High-Stakes Assignments

Homework Assignments      15% 

Classroom Activities             5% 
                        
Daybooks                              5%

Landscape Narrative          15% 

Radical Revision               15%

Rhetorical Analysis         20% 

Prospectus &  
Annotated Bib                 25%              
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Low-Stakes Assignments

Homework will consist of Weekly Writing Assignments (if no major assignments are due), as-
signed reading, and preparation for higher-stakes assignments (such as drafts and proposals).  

Weekly Writing Assignments (5% of total grade)
Weekly Writing Assignments will be provided on Blackboard on Tuesdays by class time and will 
be due by 12:00pm (before class) most Thursdays. On weeks that major writing assignments are 
due, students will not complete a Weekly Writing Assignment.

Assigned Readings/ Other Homework (5% of total grade)
Between most classes, students will be asked to complete short readings. Low-stakes reading 
quizzes or writing prompts may be assigned during the following class. 

Rough Drafts (5% of total grade)
Rough Drafts will typically be due one week before the final draft on Blackboard. If students 
complete at least 75% of the total required word count, they will be granted full credit (100%). 
Lower grades will be provided based on percentages of how much of the draft is completed. 

Classroom Activities (5% of total grade)
Classroom activities include any assignments that are began and turned in during class time, such 
as group work. Any classroom activities that are missed without a university excuse cannot be 
made up for any credit. 

Daybooks (5% of total grade)
All in-class writing will be composed in your Daybook. At the beginning of class, students will 
be provided with a short 5-10 minute writing prompt. These will often be related to readings as-
signed for homework. On Thursdays, I will collect and check your Daybooks, which will be re-
turned at the end of class.

Middle-Stakes Assignments

Landscape Narrative
Students will describe their relationship with landscape by writing a personal essay of a specific 
experience detailing their connection to place and physical environment.

Rough Draft Due: Sun, Sept 16 at 11:59 pm
Conferences: Sept 19 & 21
Peer Review: Tue, Sept 26
Final Draft Due: Thu, Sept 28 at 12:30 pm

Radical Revision
For your radical revision, you will choose one of your three papers to revise. You could change 
the genre, tone, audience, layout, or more, which will be discussed in class. For example, you 
may change your landscape narrative into a short story, the rhetorical analysis into a letter to the 
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makers of Last Week Tonight, your annotated bibliography into a journal article, etc. There is no 
length requirement, as it will depend on what revisions you choose to make, but you must follow 
the rubric. 

Optional in-class conferences: Thu, Dec 7
(book office hours appointment in advance if necessary)
Final Draft Due: Tue, Dec 12 at 11:59 pm

High-Stakes Assignments

Rhetorical Analysis
Students will complete a rhetorical analysis on one episode of John Oliver’s Last Week Tonight 
which they will have drawn randomly from a hat. All episodes are available to watch on You-
Tube. Questions that need to be addressed in the analysis will be provided by the instructor on an 
assignment sheet.
  
Rough Draft Due: Tue, Oct 17 at 12:30 pm (on Blackboard and in class)
Optional in-class conferences: Thu, Oct 19
(book office hours appointment in advance if necessary)
Peer Review: Tue, Oct 17
Final Draft Due: Sun, Oct 22 at 11:59 pm

Research Prospectus and Annotated Bibliography
Students will complete research on a group of people by writing a research prospectus about a 
specific community, and compiling an annotated bibliography of eight entries in MLA 8 using 
the library’s scholarly resources. 

Scholarly Sources & Prospectus Rough Draft Due: Thu, Nov 9 at 12:30 pm
Annotated Bibliography Rough Draft Due: Sun, Nov 12 at 11:59 pm
Conferences: Nov 14 & 16
Peer Review: Thu Nov 9
Final Draft Due (Annotated Bib & Prospectus): Tue Nov. 28 at 12:30 pm
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Course Policies

Attendance Attendance will be tracked with a sign-in sheet provided at the beginning of 
each class. Students are allowed four unexcused absences throughout the 
semester (In order to miss class with an excused absence, you must have a 
university excuse, which can be acquired via Student Affairs in MSC 2W38. 
Do not turn in doctor’s excuses to me; Student Affairs will email me 
your excuse). With five unexcused absences, your final grade will drop by a 
total of 10%, and each following absence indicates another 5% drop.   

On days that major papers (rough and final drafts) are due, you must 
be in class for full credit (even though they are due on Blackboard). Ab-
sences without a university excuse will result in a lowered grade by 
25%. 

Formatting All typed work you do for this class must be completed in 12 point Times 
New Roman font, double spaced, with 1 inch margins. Points will be de-
ducted from any work which does not follow these formatting guidelines. 

Grading The grading system for Marshall University is as follows: 
 100-90=A; 89-80=B; 79-70=C; 69-60=D; 59-below=F. 

Grades are given in accordance to how closely you follow the assignment’s 
guidelines and/or rubric. Remember that you earn all of your grades for the 
work you have done; I do not give them. Grades may be discussed during 
office hours or via email if students have any questions or concerns.

Late Work Work submitted late without a university excuse will be lowered by ten per-
centage points per each day it is late. Computer errors, hard drive crashes, 
and internet outages are not university-excused issues, which is why I en-
courage all of my students to plan accordingly, back-up their documents, 
and/or use Google Docs for major course work (as it saves all your work 
automatically after each change is made and is accessible from any comput-
er with an internet connection). 

Academic  
Dishonesty

Please refer to Marshall University’s Academic Dishonesty policy, which 
states that instructors may impose sanctions if students plagiarize or cheat. 
These sanctions include a lowered course grade, failing paper, exclusion 
from further participation, or the failure of a course:  
http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/policies/#AcademicDishonesty  

Specifically, in this class, students who plagiarize on ANY assignment will 
receive a zero and will not be allowed to revise the work for any credit. Any 
students who plagiarize on two or more assignments (low or high stakes) 
will be asked to withdraw from the class or will assume an automatic F as 
the final course grade. 
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Other Useful Resources 

Content  
Warning

Though students should not expect a drastic amount of mature content in 
this course, this is a warning that readings and other course materials may 
contain language that could be offensive to some (such as the John Oliver 
rhetorical analysis). This is a college course that does not practice censor-
ship, and I ask that you approach the coursework with an open mind. 

Technology You may use cell phones, tablets, and laptops only when they are beneficial 
to the classroom content, and I will inform students of when they are al-
lowed (often in group work assignments when the internet is helpful). Stu-
dents who have their phones out during freewrites, daybook writing, lec-
tures, and other in-class assignments will be asked to leave the room if inap-
propriate technology usage persists, and it will count as an unexcused ab-
sence. In short, I require that you do not text, use social media, make phone 
calls, or play games during class time at all.

Inclement  
Weather

Our class will follow the university’s decision to cancel class. If it is unsafe 
for you to drive to school, this is understandable. I only ask you to email me 
before class so I can plan accordingly. In such cases, assignments may be 
turned in via Blackboard. 

E-Mail  
Correspondence

Please allow a 24 hour period for email responses. Remember to use your 
Marshall email address anytime you correspond with a 
professor; I will only respond to email addresses which end in  
“@live.marshall.edu” or  “@marshall.edu.” I cannot guarantee a response 
any time after 5:00 pm Friday and throughout the weekend, though you are 
still welcome to send emails and I will reply by the end of the day on Mon-
day. If my office hours conflict with other priorities, we can discuss sched-
uling an appointment for a different time. Students should only send profes-
sional emails to me that are written in letter form (not like text messages); I 
expect them to look something like this example:  

Dear Prof. McComas, 

Your message goes here in complete sentences.  

Sincerely, 
Your Name

I encourage students to utilize the resources their tuition fees pay for; this includes the Writ-
ing Center in Drinko Library, help from Research Librarians, access to books at Drinko Li-
brary and Morrow Library, EZ Borrow and ILL (which will be discussed during our re-
search unit), tutoring services, research databases such as EBSCO or JSTOR, the Counsel-
ing Center, Student Health Services, Disability Services, and more here: http://www.mar-
shall.edu/home/students
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ENG 101 Course Schedule: Spring 2017
**subject to change at the instructor’s discretion**

Week 1 Aug 22, 24—Add/Drop Week

Introduction to course and syllabus review 
Introduce Blackboard 
Introduce Landscape Narrative Unit 
Weekly Writing Assignment #1 due via email Thu, 12:30 pm 

Reading: “Shitty First Drafts,” “On Keeping a Notebook”

Week 2 Aug 29, 31

Landscape Narrative, cont.  

Students must have a daybook by Tuesday 
Ladder of Specificity Lesson 
WWA 2 due on Blackboard Thu, 12:30 pm 

Reading: “In the Islands,” “At the Dam”

Week 3 Sept 5, 7

Landscape Narrative, cont. 
  
Begin drafting 
Introduction/ Conclusion/ Transition Lesson 

Reading: “Trilobites,” “In Case You Ever Want to Go Home Again”

Week 4 Sept 12, 14

Landscape Narrative, cont.  

Rough Draft due Sun, Sept 16 at 11:59 pm 
Conference sign-up 
Continue drafting 

Reading: “Perfectionism”

Week 5 Sept 19, 21

Class will not meet; Conferences in Corbly Hall 310 
Continue drafting

Week 6 Sept 26, 28

Peer Review Tue, Sept 26 
Landscape Narrative final draft due Thu, Sept 28 at 12:30 pm 

Begin Rhetorical Analysis unit 
What is rhetoric? Ethos, pathos, logos review 

Reading: “Backpacks vs. Briefcases”
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Week 7 Oct 3, 5

Rhetorical Analysis cont.  

Introduce John Oliver 
In-class analyses 
Social media analysis 
Topic distribution  

Reading: Serial season 1, ep. 1

Week 8 Oct 10, 12

Rhetorical Analysis cont.  
WWA 3 due Thu, Oct 12 at 12:30 pm 

Reading: “How it Feels to be Colored Me,” “Looking for Zora”

Week 9 Oct 17, 19

Rhetorical Analysis cont, 

Rough draft due Tue, Oct 17 at 12:30 pm 
Peer Review Tue, Oct 17 
Optional in-class conferences Oct 19

Week 10 Oct 24, 26

Final Draft due Sun, Oct 22, 11:59 pm 
Begin Research Unit 
Research Librarian visit Oct. 26 

Reading: “Reading Games”

Week 11 Oct 31, Nov 2

Research cont. 
WWA 4 due Thu, Nov 2 at 12:30 pm 
Computer Lab work day 

Reading: One of your scholarly sources

Week 12 Nov 7, 9

Research cont. 

Summary Lesson 
MLA 8 Review 
Scholarly Sources & Prospectus draft due Thu Nov 9, 12:30 pm 

Reading: TBA 
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Week 13 Nov 14, 16

Research cont. 

Annotated Bib draft due Sun, Nov 12 at 11:59 pm 

Class will not meet; conferences held in Corbly Hall 310

Week 14 Nov 20-24 FALL BREAK

No class; Complete Annotated Bib & Prospectus 

Week 15 Nov 28, 30

Annotated Bib & Prospectus due Tue Nov. 28, 12:30 pm 

Begin Radical Revision Unit 
Crossword Puzzle Lesson 
Artwork Radical Revision 

Reading: “Radical Revision: My Road From Fairytale to Catharsis,” “Navigating 
Genres”

Week 16 Dec 5, 7

Radical Revision cont. 
“Ordeal by Cheque” 

Optional in-class conferences: Thu, Dec 7, 12:30 pm

Week Dec 12, 14

No class; Radical Revision due by 11:59 pm Tuesday, Dec. 12 on Blackboard
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