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Course 
Title/Number 

English 201, Advanced Composition: Health, Mind and Body.  Sec 
201-240 (CRN 3083), 201-241 (CRN 3084). 

Semester/Year  Spring 2018 

Days/Time  Online—Does not meet 

Location  Online—Does not meet 

Dates January 8-May 8; See Academic Calendar, at 
https://www.marshall.edu/calendar/academic/spring2018.asp 

Instructor  Dr. Gwenyth Hood  

Office  
 

249 Corbly Hall 

Phone  304-696-6639 

E-Mail  hood@marshall.edu 

Office Hours 
 

Wednesday and Thursday,  9 AM -12 PM; and by appointment. 
  

University 
Policies 

By enrolling in this course, you agree to the University Policies listed 
below. You can access the policies directly by going to http://muwww-
new.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/policies/ 
 
Policies include the following:  Academic Dishonesty/ Excused 
Absence Policy for Undergraduates/ Computing Services Acceptable 
Use/ Inclement Weather/ Dead Week/ Students with 
Disabilities/Academic Forgiveness/ Academic Probation and 
Suspension/ Academic Rights and Responsibilities of Students/ 
Affirmative Action/ Sexual Harassment.  More specific policies (for this 
classroom) are given below for Academic Dishonesty.   

 
Electronic Course Requirements 
 

The minimum hardware and software requirements for Marshall University e-Courses 
are described here: <new.marshall.edu/muonline/2011/11/09/hardwaresoftware-check/ 
> 
 
Those having trouble with hardware or software may contact the Information 
Technology (IT) Service Desk < http://www.marshall.edu/ucs/cs/helpdesk/>.  Calling 
hours are posted on their webpage.  Telephone: 304- 696-3200 (Huntington); 304-746-
1969 (Charleston); (877) 689-8638 (Toll Free, outside Huntington and Charleston calling 
areas.)   

 
 

Catalog Description: Advanced Composition.  3hrs 
An advanced composition course centered on critical reading, writing, and research skills 
for the disciplines. (PR: ENG 101 with a grade of C or better)  

Overview:  English 201, Advanced Composition: Health, Mind and Body.  Sec 201-240 
(CRN 3083), 201-241 (CRN 3084) is an electronic course and does not have physical 

mailto:hood@marshall.edu
http://muwww-new.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/policies/
http://muwww-new.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/policies/
http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/policies/#Disability
http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/policies/#Disability
http://muwww-new.marshall.edu/muonline/2011/11/09/hardwaresoftware-check/
http://muwww-new.marshall.edu/inforesources/
http://muwww-new.marshall.edu/inforesources/
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class meetings.  “Health, Mind and Body” is one of several themes selected by the 
English Department to appeal to students planning a career in the Health Professions, 
though no declared major in these programs is required.   Students considering a major 
in these areas or simply interested in the subject matter will have the chance to 
develop their writing skills while exploring their thoughts and doing research in  an area 
of interest to them.    In this course, students will begin by analyzing poems, stories and 
memoirs with “Health, Mind and Body” themes, and by exploring official on-line 
information about careers in the Health Sciences.  With these assignments as stepping 
stones,  students will do some thinking and writing about problems and situations 
related to health and ethics, and in the process gain some background in areas of their 
choice.   Ultimately, students will each write three formal, polished essays, two of 
them analyzing stories and memoirs from the classroom text, and one of them a longer, 
sustained research project on a topic of the student’s choice, related to “Health, Mind 
and Body.”  There will also be weekly informal writings, intended to prepare students 
for the more formal assignments.  These include journals, discussion entries, “Portfolio 
exercises,” and drafts.   

 

 
 
Text Information 

REQUIRED TEXTS: 
 
Ruth Nadelhaft and Victoria Bonebakker, Imagine What It's Like: A Literature and 

Medicine Anthology, University of Hawaii Press, 2008.   ISBN-10: 0824833171; 
also electronically at the Mashall University library webpage, from databases 
(eBooks on Ebsco host)  

 
Ramage, Bean and Johnson, The Allyn & Bacon Guide to Writing, Concise Edition 7th 

Edition. ISBN-10: 0321914309 
 
 
RECOMMENDED TEXTS: 
American Psychological Association.  Publication Manual of the American Psychological 
Association. 6th ed.  ISBN 012086289 

 
 
 
 
Student Learning Outcomes: The table below shows  
how student learning outcomes will be practiced and assessed in the course. 
 
By the end of English 201, 
students should be able to 

How students will 
practice each outcome in 

How student achievement 
of each outcome will be 
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demonstrate the following: 
 

this course assessed in this course 

Develop rhetorical knowledge 
across contexts and 
audiences.  
 

The readings introduce 
students to the public 
“conversations” on various 
important issues involving 
“Health, Mind and Body,” 
and the different audiences 
involved—Health 
professionals of various 
kinds, patients and others.  
Students will write weekly 
journals (examining their 
own responses) and 
participate in discussion 
forums, and will choose the 
audience to address and 
rhetorical approach to take 
especially on the longer 
research essay.  

Journals, discussions, and 
essays are formally assessed 
with their own rubrics.   

Develop writing projects 
across multiple drafts.  
 

There is a peer review 
session for the drafts for all 
three formal essays; 
besides that, there are 
additional drafting 
exercises, including 
“portfolio 3” in which 
students choose a 
Research Topic, “Portfolio 
4” where they summarize 
and provide citations for an 
article, and “Portfolio 5” in 
which they provide a 
reference list.    In Week 8, 
in the process of the second 
Short Essay and before the 
Major Research Essay, 
students discuss what they 
want and expect from peer 
reviews.   

Each peer review session is 
assessed with a rubric, as are 
class discussions; likewise 
the portfolio exercises have 
their own rubrics.   

Apply knowledge of 
information literacy and ethical 
citation practices.  
 

In the portfolio exercises, 
students become 
acquainted with information 
available, particularly from 
Marshall databases.  
Through readings from the 
Allyn and Bacon handbook, 
students discuss sources of 
information, printed and on-

Portfolio exercises and 
discussions are rated with 
rubrics, and students 
demonstrate their mastery of 
these skills in their formal 
essays.   
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line, how to access and 
interpret them and how to 
present them.   Readings 
and discussions involve 
ways to represent sources 
fairly and appropriately in 
an academic setting, while 
avoiding plagiarism.  The 
“ACADEMIC DISHONESTY AND 

PLAGIARISM” policy for the 
course is stated on the 
syllabus 

Apply knowledge of sentence-
level mechanics and usage.  
 

These skills will be 
exercised in all the writing 
for the course, but must be 
demonstrated on the formal 
essays with the highest 
degree of polish.  Students 
will continue to build on the 
background they already 
having, and resources from 
the Allyn & Bacon 
handbook are available to 
help them hone and 
improve their skills during 
their drafting process and 
while advancing from the 
early, short essays to the 
longer, final essay.   If it 
seems fruitful, students may 
be referred to the Writing 
Center for further help with 
issues that may arise. 

The three formal essays will 
demonstrate these skills. The 
formal essays are assessed 
and constitute (collectively) 
55% of the semester grade.   

 
 
 
 
CLASSWORK AND EVALUATION:    Students will engage in a variety of reading and 
writing activities throughout the semester. A brief description of these assignments and 
their general purpose appears below.  (More details will be given with the actual 
assignments).   
 

Formal Essays:  Students will write three formal, polished essays, the third of 
which will be a longer, sustained research project related to the course theme 
(Health and Ethics).   
 
Peer Review:  Students will hand in drafts of each of their three formal essays  to 
a discussion forum for a peer review session.   For each session they will review 
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drafts by three peers.  
 

 
Journals:  One journal entry will be required weekly until near the end of the 
semester.  In this class, these are the most informal of assignments, designed to 
stimulate in-depth thought on readings at topics as they are introduced.  In 
journals for this class, students are asked to freewrite on a topic related to the 
assignments.  After a set time (usually five minutes), students will stop and 
underline a few words and phrases for further consideration.  Only the instructor 
sees the journals, but students are often encouraged to develop the ideas in their 
underlined phrases and share them in on-line discussions.  Since journals are 
meant to stimulate thought before further discussion, timeliness is important; a 
one point penalty applies for journals up to a week late, and after that, journals 
will no longer be accepted.   

 
Discussion Boards 
There will a general overall discussion board for questions about the class 
and requests for further information.  Besides that, there is a discussion 
forum opening every week, sometimes two, and students will be expected 
to participate regularly, either posting topics or responding to others’ posts.  
Discussion board postings  need not be as carefully organized as formal 
essays, but out of courtesy to the readers, students must make their posts 
clear and free of distracting errors in spelling and grammar.  Thus, these 
discussions are more formal than journals but less formal than finished 
essays.  Students should consult the rubric for Discussions.   
 
 
Portfolio Exercises 
 
There are six portfolio exercises designed to help students practice and 
reflect upon some skills required in the class writing.  For each portfolio 
exercise, the requirements will be explained, the student’s success at 
meeting them will be rated with a rubric.  Portfolio exercises do not require 
as much polish and development as formal essays, but they must contain 
the required features and should otherwise be free of distracting errors in 
grammar, punctuation and spelling.   

 
GRADING POLICY:  
 
The semester grade will be calculated with the weightings described below.  
 

 

Short Formal Essays (1 and 2): 15% each, total 30%. 

Research Essay (Essay 3): 25% 25% (each) 
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Portfolio Exercises.  (Students will receive 
a grade based on the percentage of points 
they earned on portfolio exercises, out of the 
total number of points available.) 

20% (collectively) 

Class Participation (includes journals, 
discussion boards, peer review,  and 
providing an assignment, to be determined 
by the English Composition Committee, for 
assessment.1 

25%  

      
 
ADDITIONAL COURSE POLICIES: 
 
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY AND PLAGIARISM: 
 
          Marshall’s webpage, referenced in the table above, gives a general list of penalties 
which may apply for academic dishonesty and plagiarism.   In this class, the policies will 
be applied in the following manner: Students who hand in assignments containing 
plagiarism will receive zero on the assignment, will fail the course, and will be excluded 
from further participation in the class.    The instructor is required to report sanctions 
applied for academic dishonesty to the Office for Academic Affairs.  This penalty  is 
imposed because detecting plagiarism is time-consuming and students who plagiarize 
presumably know what they are doing.   This instructor prefers to spend more time aiding 
students who are striving to learn the material and achieve the skills this course is 
designed to teach.  That is best for all in the end.    
 
MISSING OR LATE WORK: 

 
The electronic format of these courses allows sufficient flexibility that short term 

problems should not generally cause students to miss deadlines.  In those cases where 
a serious problem prevents students from handing in work, I will, of course, accept 
University approved absences. Marshall’s policies are found at 
http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/policies/.  Otherwise, students should hand in 
all assignments on time. Penalties for tardiness vary according to the assignment.  
Journals should be handed in by the stated deadline or they will lose points.   They will 
not be accepted more than a week late.  Discussion boards have more flexible timing, 
but will generally be rated a week and a half after they start.  Later posts would need to 
be excellent to change a rating. Peer Reviews require timeliness; students need to 
hand in drafts on time for full credit, but will get some credit for handing in drafts before 
the session ends; no credit will be given for drafts or reviews handed in after the end of 
                                                           

1 The participation grade can be broken down further as follows: 35% journals,   35% 

Discussion,  20% peer review,  and 10% for submitting an artifact for English Composition 

Assessment.  Further details will be provided on the rating of particular assignments.    Further 

details will be provided on the rating of particular assignments.        

http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/policies/
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the session.  Essays 1, 2 and 3, and Portfolio Exercises 1-5 are allowed a 24 hour 
grace period after the due date; after that they lose (1) point a day for up to a week.   
After that, none of these essays will be accepted, and students will receive zero (0) for 
that assignment. After Marshall’s  the last day of class (April 27), no assignments of 
any kind will accepted, except  Final Exam ( which is the same as Portfolio ex. 6) and 
the rewritten Essay 2, for those who choose to take this option.  There is no grace 
period for either of these assignments; they must be handed in on time or there will be 
no credit for them.   
 
CLASSROOM CIVILITY:  
 

Though class does not meet, students do interact, particularly in peer review and 
discussion forums.  Students should always treat one another and the instructor with 
courtesy. They should cooperate to keep the class focused on the material to be learned 
or the exercise to be done.  
 

 
  

SCHEDULE OF ASSIGNMENTS. 
 
 (Below is a week-by week list of assignments, but only the Formal Essays, Drafts, and 
Portfolio exercises are given specific deadlines here.  On-line, in the weekly list, there 
will be specific dates for journals and discussion too—be sure to consult them.  Notice 
that the dates on the syllabus  run from Monday to Saturday.) 
 

 Date Readings Assignments 
Due 

  Unit 1: Reading and Forming questions  

W 
E 
E 
K 
 
1 

Jan 
8-13 

Bureau of Labor Statistics keeps about the Health Professions, 
<http://www.bls.gov/ooh/healthcare/home.htm>.  (See Journal 1 
assignment for details).     
 
From Imagine What It’s Like, “Musée Des Beaux Arts,” by W. H. 
Auden, p. 7;  also “The Castaway,” by William Cowper, 39-41. 
 
 

Journal 1 
 
Discussion 1: 
poems 
 
Portfolio 1: 
(Introduction)  
 
 

W 
E 
E 
K 
 
2 

Jan 
(15-
MLK 
Day)-
20 

From Imagine What It’s Like, “Applicants,” by Felicia Nimue 
Ackerman, p. 25-38.   
  
From Allyn & Bacon, Part 2, Ch. 5, “Reading Rhetorically: The 
Writer as Strong Reader,” pp. 82-88, esp. 86-88, “Reading with 
the Grain and Against the Grain.”      
    
 

Discussion 2 
(Introduction 
discussion)  
 
Journal 2 
 
Portfolio 2 
(Support with 

http://www.bls.gov/ooh/healthcare/home.htm
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quotations) 

W 
E 
E 
K 
 
3 

Jan 
22-
27 

From Imagine What It’s Like,  “Milk” by Eileen  Pollack, p. 110-125 
Read from Allyn & Bacon, Part 2, Ch. 5: “Understanding Summary 
Writing” (pp. 88-92). 
  
 
 

Discussion 3 
Journal 3 
 
Portfolio ex. 3 
(Research 
Question) 
 

  Unit 2: Thinking and Investigation  

W 
E 
E 
K 
 
4 

Jan 
29 –
Feb 
3 

From Imagine What It’s Like, ; “The Steel Windpipe” by Mikhail 
Bulgakov, pp. 269-275; “Baptism by Rotation” by Mikhail 
Bulgakov, pp. 498-505.  
 
Read from Allyn & Bacon, Part 2, Ch. 5: “Understanding Strong 
Response Writing” (pp. 92-119). 
 

Discussion 4 
Journal 4 
 
Portfolio 4 
(Summary 
with APA 
citation.) 
 
 

W 
E 
E 
K 
 
5 

Feb 
5- 
10 

Allyn & Bacon,  Pt. 3, Ch. 11: Writing as a Problem Solving 
Process, pp. 276-289. 
 

Draft of 
Essay 1 for 
Peer Review,  
Mon. 2/5 
Peer Review 
Journal 
Discussion 

W 
E 
E 
K 
 
6 

Feb. 
12-
18 
 

From Imagine What It’s Like, “Silent Snow, Secret Snow,” by 
Conrad Aiken, pp. 78-90. 
 
 
Read Allyn & Bacon, Pt. 2, Ch. 6: Writing An Exploratory Essay or 
Annotated Bibliography  pp. 120-143. 
 
 

Essay 1 due 
Mon. 2/12 
Journal 6  
Discussion. 

W 
E 
E 
K 
 
7 

Feb 
19- 
24 
 
 

Read Allyn & Bacon, Part 1, Ch. 3: How Messages Persuade pp. 
42-65. 
  
From Imagine What It’s Like, “Innocents Abroad,” by Robert Lipsyte, 
pp. 17-24. 
From Imagine What It’s Like, “What Remains” by Emma Donaghue, 
pp. 211-219. 
  
   
 

Journal 
Discussion 
Portfolio ex. 5: 
(Exploratory 

essay with list 
of references) 

due 2/23 
 

 

W Feb Read Allyn & Bacon, Part 4, Ch. 14, “Using Sources,” 342-358. Journal  
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E 
E 
K 
 
8 

26-
March 
3 

Also, review APA documentation style, from Allyn & Bacon, Ch. 
15.2, pp.  367-371. 
Allyn & Bacon, Part 2, Ch. 14.2-14.4, “Citing and Documenting 
Sources” pp. 354-358. 
 
 
   
   

Discussion 
Draft of Essay 
2 ( due for peer 
review 3/2) 
 

W 
E 
E 
K 
 
9 

March 
5-10 

Allyn & Bacon, part 2 Chapter 9: “Writing a Classical Argument,” pp. 
202-243, esp. “Virtual Promise,” by Claire Giordano, an APA format 
research paper pp. 234-243.   
 
 

journal 
Discussions:  
Peer Review  

W 
E 
E 
K 
 
10 

Week 
10: 
March 
12-17. 

From Allyn & Bacon,  Pt. 2, Ch 10: Proposing a Solution, pp. 244-
273, esp. the essay pp. 263-273.  
 
 
 

Essay 2 due 
Mon.  3/12 
Journal 
Discussion 
 

Friday, March 17: Last Day to Drop a Spring Semester Individual Course. 
https://www.marshall.edu/calendar/academic/spring2018.asp  

March 19-24                   Spring Break 

  Unit 3: Second Thoughts: Revision,  Polish, and Further Research.    

W 
E 
E 
K 
 
11 

Week 
11: 
March 
26-31 

From Imagine What It’s Like, “The Enduring Chill” by Flannery 
O’Connor, p. 161-180. 
From Imagine What It’s Like, “A Night,” by Louisa May Alcott, pp. 
556-567. 
 
 
 

Journal 
Discussion 
 

W 
E 
E 
K 
 
12 

April 2-
7 

From Imagine What It’s Like, “Labors of Love,” by Ruth Nadelhaft, 
pp. 131-143. 
From Imagine What It’s Like, “A Woman’s War,” by Frank D. 
Vertosick, Jr., pp. 521-533. 
 
 

Journal 
Discussion 
 

W 
E 
E 
K 
 
13 

April 9-
14 

From Imagine What It’s Like, “Rappacini’s Daughter” by Nathaniel 
Hawthorne, pp. 181-202. 
From Imagine What It’s Like, “Black Mountain, 1977” by Donald 
Antrim, pp. 203-205. 
 
 

Journal 
Discussion 
 
 

W 
E 

April 
16-21  

From Imagine What It’s Like, “A Jury of Her Peers,” by Susan 
Glaspell, pp. 278-294.   

Draft of Essay 
3  (Major 
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E 
K 
 
14 

 
From Allyn & Bacon: Ch. 12, Skill 12.1 Satisfy Expectations by 
linking new material to old material 290-293 

 

Research 
Essay) due 
Fri. 4/20   
Peer Review 
Discussion 
 

W 
E 
E 
K 
 
15 

April 
23- 
28 
(Dead 
Week) 

From Allyn & Bacon: Ch. 12, Skill 12.3: Start and end with the “big 
picture” through effective titles, introductions, and conclusions. 299-
305 
Review and Revision (selected exercises for discussion)  
(April 27 is the last day class) 
 
 

Discussion 
 
Essay 3 due 
Friday, Fri, 
4/27 

April 27, Friday: Last Class Day and Last Day to Withdraw for Spring Semester 
https://www.marshall.edu/calendar/academic/spring2018.asp 

Exam 
Day: Thursday, May 3 

Portfolio ex. 6 due by 11:59 PM.    No Grace period.   

May 8, Tuesday, 
Noon 

Grades due (from instructor). 
 

 


