
English 101: Beginning Composition 

CRN 2015 Section 101 
Fall 2017: Meets in Corbly Hall Room 268 

Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 9:00 am to 9:50 am 
 

Instructor: Professor Abby Daniel  
E-mail: Use MUOnline Mail (internal) tool or email daniel84@marshall.edu 

Office: Corbly Hall 246 

Phone: Office 696-2348, ENG Department 696-6600 

Office Hours:  
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 9:50 am to 10:50 am 

Monday from 11:50 am to 1:50 am 

Friday: 11:50 am to 12:50 am 

Monday through Friday Four Hours Online, Asynchronous (through email) 

And By Appointment 
 
 
 

Catalog Course Description  
The Marshall University General Undergraduate Catalog 2016-2017 describes ENG 101 

Beginning Composition as a class that is an “introduction to academic writing emphasis on 

writing as a multi-stage process, critical thinking, and fundamental research strategies and 

skills.” The Prerequisites: ACT English 18-27/ 480 on the SAT ERW. 

 

  
Extended Course Description  
Social injustices continue to happen daily and this in turn affects the lives of almost everyone in 

the country. Through this course, we will explore concepts of oppression, activism, advocacy, 

and attention will be given the specific issues related to social justice such as gender, sexual 

orientation, race, religion, ability, and class. The key elements of the course are to define social 

justice, recognize and analyze social injustices, and move toward a socially just world.  

 

English 101 is a 3-credit hour course that is designed to help you think, research, and write like 

an academic. In this course, you will read nonfiction texts and some literary texts in a variety of 

genres. You will be asked to think rhetorically, analytically, and critically about the assigned 

readings. Students will produce at least 3-4 polished, formal writing projects, in addition to a 

series of shorter writing assignments leading or connected to larger writing projects.  By the end 

of the semester, students will have generated the equivalent of a minimum of twenty typed, 

double-spaced pages through low-, medium-, and high-stakes writing. This course has three 

major papers/projects and mandatory rough drafts and peer reviews. The major project for the 

course will be a culmination of what you have learned in the class presented as a multimedia 

project presentation. 

 

 

Required Texts, Additional Readings, and Other Materials 

mailto:daniel84@marshall.edu


* Reading for Diversity and Social Justice 3rd Edition By Maurianne Adams 

ISBN 978-0415892940 

*Pocket Style Manual 7th Edition By Dianna Hacker 

ISBN 1319083528 

*A Notebook to take notes during class and a writing utensil. 

 

 

Computer Requirements and Minimum Needed Technical Skills 
You should know how to access and use Internet, MUOnline, and Microsoft Office programs, 

and you will need to have consistent access to these technologies. You should know how to use 

email with attachments. You will also need a flash drive and/or access to your Marshall v-drive 

(for info on how to access your v-drive, visit the University Computing Services site at 

http://www.marshall.edu/ucs/CS/helpdesk/helpdesk-storage.asp). All students are responsible 

for knowing the University Computing Services’ Acceptable Use policy, which can be found at 

http://www.marshall.edu/ucs/CS/accptuse.asp 

 

 

Policies on Electronic Devices 
Show mobile mindfulness in the classroom by resisting the desire to use technology. 

Sometimes we will use phones or laptops for research and projects, but I will tell you when 

those times are. 

 

Also, keep in mind that disruptive behavior falls under the policy of civility, because disruptive 

behavior, such as cell phone usage interferes with the learning opportunities of other students 

in the class. Cell phones and all other electronic devices must be turned to silent mode and put 

away once class begins. 

 

If the student decides to waste his or her class time by violating this policy, the student will get 

a verbal warning, then they may be asked to leave if the problem persists. Technological 

distractions hinder and deter from your learning, but if you have an emergency and you must 

use your phone, you should discreetly exit the classroom. Students are not allowed to record 

class without expressed permission from the instructor. 

 

 

Policies Concerning Netiquette and Email 
 
Email is perhaps one of the ways students (and people in the real world) communicate with one 

another via the written word. Therefore, in this class, we are going to practice thinking of email 

as a rhetorical document. In your emails for this class (and, I hope, for any email that you 

compose in an academic/professional environment) you are expected to include the following 

components: a greeting, a body, and a closing. Typical greetings include the following: “Dear,” 

“Hello,” “Hi,” etc. Typical ways to close an email include: “Regards,” “Best,” “Thanks,” etc. 

Please utilize these greetings and closings in your emails to me (and to your other professors). 

Also include the course name, section number, and your concern, with your name: for example, 

ENG 200 Questions About Monday’s Reading From John Smith). Students must email me from 



a Marshall email address. If your Marshall email address is not working contact: 

ITservicedesk@marshall.edu. 
 

I will do my best to respond to your emails in a timely manner, but there will be various points 

throughout the semester where it may take me one to two days to respond to your emails. If 48 

hours have passed and I still have not responded to your email, please send me a follow-up 

email. I will be most prompt with my electronic responses Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. 

until 4 p.m. Although you can most certainly email me during evenings and on weekends, 

please do not expect to receive a response until traditional working business hours. 

 

In this class, you will be assigned a Peer Email Buddy. Please write you peer’s name, email 

address, and phone number in the following blank: 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please email, call, or message your peer if the following occurs: you lose a handout or 

assignment sheet and you need to make a copy of it; you missed class (and you do not have an 

excused absence to ask what you missed) and you want to know what occurred in class. 

 

If you have a question or concern (about an assignment sheet, you are grappling with a 

particular reading, concept or project, and you would like to gain further clarity; you will be 

missing class and you have an excused absence). Also, email me if you need to clarify a 

concept, project, and/or reading. 

 

 

Student Learning Outcomes  

 

Course Student 

Learning 

Outcomes 

How student will practice 

each outcome in this 

course 

How student 

achievement of 

each outcome will be 

assessed in this course 
Students will interpret, 

synthesize, evaluate, and 

respond to various ideas, 

information, situations, and 

texts. 

 

 

 

Students will practice this 

outcome through discussion, 

readings and reading responses 

in conjunction with social justice 

themes. Likewise, students will 

receive freewriting prompts, and 

these prompts will require 

students to interpretation, 

synthesis of information, 

evaluate source, and respond to 

various, text, situations, and 

information. 

Students will be assessed  
through three major 

assignments throughout the 

course of the semester: a 

visual rhetorical analysis, a 

classical argument paper, and 

a persuasive research project 

and presentation. 
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Students will develop writing 

projects through multiple 

drafts. 

Students will practice this 

outcome by creating rough drafts 

for each major project, along 

with working on planning and 

process free writes and activities 

in class, along with by assessing 

peers’ research sources, and by 

discussing the research process in 

class, along with coming up with 

research questions and plans for 

rough drafts, explore the texts 

from class and research to find 

other outside sources. 

Students will be assessed  
through low stakes 

free writes and activities, and 

medium stakes peer reviews, 

and in three 

major assignments: a visual 

rhetorical analysis, a 

classical argument paper, and 

a persuasive research project 

and presentation. 

Students will apply rhetorical 

knowledge of genre, 

purpose, audience, context, 

and conventions. 

 

Students will practice this 

outcome by exploring rhetorical 

appeals in reading responses and 

exploring different genres in class, 

audiences, purposes, context and 

conventions in the major 

assignments.  

Students will be assessed  
through medium stakes 

assignments: the reading 

responses, and through the 

three major assignments: a 

visual rhetorical analysis, a 

classical argument paper, and 

a persuasive research project 

and presentation. 

Students will apply 

knowledge of information 

literacy and ethical citation 

practices. 

 

Students will practice this 

outcome by exploring primary 

and secondary sources, learning 

about MLA and APA citation 

methods through in class 

activities, lectures, readings, and 

by reading the course texts. 

Students will be assessed  
through writing prompts 

where students will be asked 

to explore various types of 

sources, rhetorical appeals, 

and use ethical citation in 

their medium stakes writing: 

reading responses, and 

through the three major 

assignments: a visual 

rhetorical analysis, a 

classical argument paper, and 

a persuasive research project 

and presentation. 
Students will apply 

knowledge of sentence-level 

mechanics and usage. 

Student will practice this 

outcome through in class 

writing, reading responses, and 

learn through lecture, but also 

through course readings, and in 

peer reviews. 

Students will be assessed  
through medium stakes 

reading responses and peer 

reviews, and through the 

three major assignments: a 

visual rhetorical analysis, a 

classical argument paper, and 

a persuasive research project 

and presentation. 



Students will use technology 

to enhance their 

communication with readers. 

Students will practice this 

outcome by applying technology 

and skills about technology 

demonstrated in class by 

uploading all of their papers 

electronically. 

Students will be assessed 

through medium 

stakes reading responses, and 

through the three major 

assignments: a visual 

rhetorical analysis, a 

classical argument paper, and 

a persuasive research project 

and presentation. 

 

 

Evaluation/Measurement/Assessment of Learner Outcomes: Course 

Requirements 

 
There are 1,000 available points in this course. The following list breaks down how those 

points will be distributed throughout the semester:  
Visual Rhetorical Analysis: 200 points 

Classical Argument Paper: 200 points 

Persuasive Research Project & Presentation: 200 points 

Reading Responses: 100 points 

Free Writes/In Class Activities: 200 points 

Peer Review: 100 points 

 

 

Grading Scale 
 

The grading scale is based on points not percentages: *Grades do not round. 

 

A- 900-1000 

B- 800-899 

C- 700-799 

D- 600-699 

F- 000-599 

 

 

Important Dates 
Friday, September 15th, Week 4– Peer Review & Rough Draft of Visual Analysis due 
Friday, September 29th, Week 6 – Final Draft of Visual Analysis due 
Friday, October 20th, Week 9– Peer Review & Rough Draft of Classical Argument due 
Friday, November 3rd, Week 11 – Final Draft of Classical Argument Paper due 
Monday, November 27th, Week 14 – Peer Review and Rough Draft of Persuasive Research due  
Monday, December 11th, Week 16-- Final Draft of Persuasive Research Project & Presentation 

due 
 

*In addition to these major due dates, you will also be given a course schedule with other 

assignments and deadlines 

 



Visual Rhetorical Analysis 
This major assignment will draw on your ability to analyze the use of rhetorical strategies. Using 

a text with a visual related to a community or social justice issue, you will provide an objective 

analysis of the strengths and weaknesses in the writer’s use of ethos, logos, and pathos within his 

or her textual and visual argument(s). For this assignment, you will develop a 4-5 page paper 

where you will analyze two images in comparison or contrast of each other. Your analysis should 

be strategic in exploring a social justice issue and the persuasive power of two images. You will 

focus on how the rhetorical appeals work, not just what the images convey. You should use no 

fewer than four sources (one source per page, two max) in your essay and list them 

professionally on your works cited page. 

 

 

Classical Argument 
This major assignment is where you will take a position on a social justice topic that concerns or 

interests you. In this 4-5 page essay, you will take a position on your chosen topic, establish a 

solid thesis in the introduction, provide background or history on your topic, along with 

confirmation of your stance, refutation of the opposition, and a satisfying conclusion. You will 

explore the opposition and refute the opposition with counter claims. You will move beyond a 

pro and con debate but try to solve the problem your argument presents and offer a possible 

resolution to the issue. As you support your argument, you will be required to find at least three 

outside scholarly sources (this excludes much of what is published on the internet; you need to 

find your sources primarily through Marshall’s library database). You are not simply finding 

articles to “support” your stance but you will be utilizing these articles to provide background, 

and explore the opposition. A good academic argument attempts to encompass all of the 

available information and views and take into consideration that the truth may lie somewhere 

between two established positions, or within a third undiscovered position. 

 

 

Persuasive Research Project & Presentation  
For this assignment you are choosing a social justice movement to research and write a 

persuasive paper on. For this assignment will need to write a persuasive research paper that is 3-

4 pages, and you will also create two primary source documents to incorporate into your 

presentation. Your social justice movement can be from the past or present. You will need to 

know the who/what/where/how/when of your movement. You will explain why you are fighting 

for your social justice movement, what you aim to achieve, what strategies or tactics you are 

going to employ, and how the cause relate to your life, and the lives of the rest of the class, 

along with why someone might disagree with your social movement and how could you 

persuade them. You will have to research your social justice movement and pay special attention 

to primary sources. 

 

 

Reading Responses 
In this course, we will spend significant time reading about and discussing personal nonfiction 

narratives in conjunction with theory. Over the course of the semester, you will be given 10 

reading responses. Guidelines for these responses will be handed out the first week of class and 



will also be available on Blackboard. These reading responses are medium stakes writing 

assignments, and you are expected to respond with clear, concise, academic language. Reading 

Responses will be graded on a scale from 0 to 10. Reading Responses should be no more and 

no less than 1.5-2 double-spaced typed pages in Times New Roman 12 point font.  

 

 

Free Writes/In Class Activities   
A free write is a pre-writing activity where you will write for a set period of time. Your writing 

response should be at least one paragraph (if not longer) and answer the prompt thoroughly. 

These short free writes will help you become more comfortable with free writing on your own. 

Also, any other in class writing activities (group work, handouts etc.) that I collect will also fall 

into this category of grading. Free writes are a major component of your participation grade. 

Free writes count as your attendance in class; therefore, class attendance is vital. Plan on at least 

50 free writes/ in class activities, graded out of 4 points each. If more than 50 are done, only the 

top 50 will count. 

 

These are low stakes writing assignments and will be graded on a point scale, the total number of 

points of free writes is totaled for the midterm grade and then again for the final grade. For 

example points may vary depending on the complexity of the free write assignment: full credit (4 

points, answers the assignment spot on), partial credit (3-2 points, answers the assignment 

partially but missing information) or no credit (1-0 points, does not address the question being 

asked). While, one or more free writing assignments will be given in each class, if students are 

not participating in class discussions then additional free writes will be assigned, along with 

readings and quizzes. 

 

 

Peer Review 
For your three major assignments: the Visual Rhetorical Analysis, the Classical Argument, and 

the Persuasive Research Project and Presentation, we will be taking a portion of class time for 

you to engage in guided peer review. Writing is a process, and you should not expect that the 

first draft that you produce for either of these assignments will be a polished, perfect draft that 

should be submitted as your final essay. Peer review is meant to teach you how to analyze and 

respond to others’ writing, and it is also meant to give you constructive feedback that you can 

use as you revise your own work. You must have a full draft to participate in peer review to 

receive this credit. Showing up to class for peer review without a complete draft of your paper 

will result in no credit for that peer review. Peer review 1 and 2 are 33 points. Peer review 3 is 

34 points. 

 

 

Policy on Attendance 
Make every effort to attend each class because attendance counts towards your free write and in 

class activities grade; regular on-time attendance is required due to the fact that each day of class 
will involve some kind of hands-on activity that is directly related to that day’s topic. This is a 

face-to-face class; therefore, you should attend lecture, participate in class, and be present to 
complete the free writes, and to turn in assignments. The last day to drop the course is Friday, 

October, 27th. 



 
 

 

Policy on Absences 
Throughout the semester you are allowed six unexcused absences, which is two weeks of 

class. More than six unexcused absences will negatively affect your course grade, specifically 
in regards to the in class activities grade because attendance is taken by your completion of the 

in-class free writing assignments. Also, you will miss out on information regarding the major 

assignments, which weigh more towards your final grade. 

 
 Excused absences will be dealt with according to University 

Policy:http://www.marshall.edu/wpmu/student-affairs/files/2011/08/UPDATED-

Marshall-University-Excused-Absence-Form-2-Sided.pdf 

  
Absences due to illness, injury, hazardous commute, or urgent family situation (such as a death 
or critical illness). In these circumstances (or in the case of other pressing personal issues), you 
should contact me as soon as possible and as frequently as necessary (please do so via email if 
you have a contagious illness). 

 

Absences due to university-sponsored activities, such as official athletic events, ROTC, 
student government and student organization activities, etc., and absences due to other official 
activities, such as jury duty, short-term military obligations, religious holidays, etc. In these 
circumstances, you must contact the Office of Student Affairs with proper documentation, and 
the Dean of that office will email me with your excuse. Once I receive that email, I will allow 
you to submit missed work by the next class period you are able to attend. 

 

 Excessive absences will be defined as more than two consecutive class periods or more 

than six class periods overall throughout the semester. Once your absences become 
excessive, you will need to go through the Office of Student Affairs for excuses. If you 

fail to timely contact me about an absence, you will need to go through the Office of 
Students Affairs (in other words, if you miss a class but do not talk to me about it until a 

week later, you will need to go to the Office of Student Affairs). 

 

 

Policy on Late Papers and Homework 
 
All assignments will be due by the assignment deadline as posted on the course schedule. 

Late writing assignments will not be accepted (unless you have an excused absence 

according to the university policy). 

 

 

Plagiarism 
 
All work submitted by you for a grade must be composed by you and you alone. Therefore, you 

must utilize correct citation practices in order to clearly distinguish your own work from that 

written by others. This includes the correct use of quotation marks when utilizing outside sources 

in your own work. You are responsible for both intentional and unintentional acts of 

http://www.marshall.edu/wpmu/student-affairs/files/2011/08/UPDATED-Marshall-University-Excused-Absence-Form-2-Sided.pdf
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plagiarism. Plagiarism is a serious offense and I will report instances of plagiarism to the Office 

of Academic Affairs. Plagiarism can result in failure of the course and/or expulsion from the 

University. 

  
If you have any questions or concerns about citation practices, paraphrasing, or anything 

relating to plagiarism and ethical writing, please do not hesitate to ask prior to turning in 

your essay! 

 

 

University Policies 
 
By enrolling in this course, you agree to the University Policies listed below. Please read the full 

text of each policy be going to www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs and clicking on “Marshall 

University Policies.” Or, you can access the policies directly by going to 

http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/?page_id=802  
Academic Dishonesty/ Excused Absence Policy for Undergraduates/ Computing Services 

Acceptable Use/ Inclement Weather/ Dead Week/ Students with Disabilities/ Academic 

Forgiveness/ Academic Probation and Suspension/ Academic Rights and Responsibilities of 

Students/ Affirmative Action/ Sexual Harassment 

 

 

Inclement Weather Policy 
In case of severe weather or other emergency, television and radio stations in Huntington and 
Charleston will be notified concerning changes in normal University operating hours. Delays or 

closings will also be posted on the Marshall University webpage. Click on the Emergency Info 
symbol for information and to sign up for MU Alert Emergency Notifications 

 

 

Incomplete Grading Policy 
Per the University Policy Guidelines, “The grade of I (incomplete) indicates that the student has 

completed three-quarters of the course as determined by the instructor, but cannot complete the 

course for a reason that accords with the university excused absence policy. Students must be in 

good standing (for example a 75% C grade or better) in the class prior to requesting an 

incomplete.” 

 

Moreover, the course instructor determines if a student may be granted an incomplete, as well as 

specify in writing on the university incomplete form what requirements and assignments the 

student must complete in order to fully meet the course outcomes. 

 

 

Civility and Harassment Policy 
A major determinant of a successful educational experience is a shared sense of respect among 

and between the students and their instructor. Some of the texts and issues we will discuss may 

cause disagreements among members of the class. Multiple viewpoints are an essential 

component of any college course, and disagreeing with someone is fine. However, rude, 



disrespectful, aggressive, offensive, harassing, or demeaning behavior —either face-to-face or in 

an online platform—toward anyone in the class will not be tolerated. 

  

I expect you to abide by the Student Code Rights and Responsibilities, also known as the 

Student Code of Conduct:(http://muwww-

new.marshall.edu/board/files/policies/MUBOG%20SA-

%203%20Student%20Code%20of%20Rights%20and%20Responsibilities.pdf). If you feel that 

someone has acted inappropriately toward you in class, please speak with me at once so we can 

address the situation. 

 

Additionally, as the instructor for the course, I reserve the right to ask a student to leave the 

classroom or the online discussion for any inappropriate behavior, and if the situation warrants, I 

will call campus security to remove the offending student from class. 

 

 

Policy for Students with Disabilities 
 
Marshall University is committed to equal opportunity in education for all students, including 

those with physical, learning and psychological disabilities. University policy states that it is the 

responsibility of students with disabilities to contact the Office of Disabled Student Services 

(DSS) in Prichard Hall 117, phone 304 696-2271 to provide documentation of their disability. 

Following this, the DSS Coordinator will send a letter to each of the student’s instructors 

outlining the academic accommodation he/she will need to ensure equality in classroom 

experiences, outside assignment, testing and grading. The instructor and student will meet to 

discuss how the accommodation(s) requested will be provided. For more information, please 

visit http://www.marshall.edu/disabled or contact Disabled Student Services Office at Prichard 

Hall 117, phone 304-696-2271. 

 

 

Affirmative Action Policy 
 
This course will follow Marshall University’s policy on Affirmative Action, which can be found 

on p. 70 of the 2016-17 undergraduate catalog: http://www.marshall.edu/catalog/files/UG_16-

17_published_08-25-16.pdf Specifically, all students will be afforded equal opportunity without 

regard to race, color, sex, religion, age, disability, national origin, or sexual orientation. 

 

 

Assessment 
 
Some assignments may be collected digitally for departmental and university assessment 

purposes. 
 

 

Relevant Course Links 
 
Here is a brief overview of links that you will either find helpful in this class or in other classes 

as you complete your education here at Marshall University. 

 

http://www.marshall.edu/catalog/files/UG_16-17_published_08-25-16.pdf
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 The Marshall University Writing Center: The tutors who work in the Writing Center 

will provide tutoring services for all stages of the writing process from brainstorming to 

polishing the final draft of your works. Tutors can help you with essays, business and 

lab reports, and any other writing project. You can drop by the Writing Center (Drinko 

Library Floor 2) to schedule an appointment, or register your appointment online 

through this website: http://www.marshall.edu/wpmu/writingcenter/. Appointments are 

a minimum of one half hour to one hour a day up to three times a week. **You may 

earn 5 points extra credit per major paper assignment by going to the writing center.** 
 

 The Marshall University Libraries: The library system at Marshall University is your 

gateway for accessing research online and in-house. There are reference librarians 

available to help you find information. You can visit the library website at 

http://www.marshall.edu/library/, or stop by Drinko or Morrow libraries. There is a 

wealth of information on the website from Interlibrary Loans (ILL), to finding 

information, and research guides for your particular research area. 
 

 Purdue University OWL: There are articles ranging from MLA and APA citations, 

GUMP (grammar, usage, mechanics, and punctuation), to how to write research 

reports, a thesis statement, an exploratory essay, and so on. If you ever need 

assistance and don’t have time to go to the Writing Center, then check out their 

information at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/. 

 

 

Model Formatting 
 

Each of the essays and homework assignments that you submit to me should follow MLA 

formatting guidelines. Therefore, each of your essays should be in 12 point, 1 inch margins, 

Times New Roman font, double-spaced. For all papers, you should include a header that 

includes both page numbers and your last name. 

(right alignment) Smith 1 
 

Jane Smith (your name) (left alignment) 
 

Prof. Daniel (my name) 
 

Eng 101 (course) 
 

September 15, 2016 (date) 

 

[insert interesting title here] (title of essay) (centered alignment) 
  
 



ENG 101 Course Schedule 
 

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF READINGS & ASSIGNMENTS FOR THE SEMESTER 

* The schedule may be changed based on my discretion for your learning purposes. This 

schedule is subject to change—you will be notified in advance of any changes. 

*Note: Reading assignments must be read for the day they are listed; you should read the 

reading 

 

UNIT #1: Introduction to Social Justice, Major Assignment: Visual Rhetorical Analysis 

 

WEEK ONE: 

M. Aug. 21 In Class: Syllabus & Schedule, Reading Response Guidelines, & Social 

Justice 

 Read: Syllabus 

 

W. Aug. 23  In Class: What is Rhetoric and Composition? Why does Audience Matter? 

 Read: Syllabus, Keith “Rhetoric and the Audience” p.11-23, PDF 

 

F. Aug. 25  In Class: What is Social Justice? And Syllabus Quiz 

 Read: Jost, John T. and Aaron C. Kay, “Social Justice: History, 

Theory and Research” PDF 

    Assignment Due: Reading Response #1 

 

WEEK TWO: 

M. Aug. 28  In Class: Introduction to Visual Rhetoric, Introduction to First Paper 

 Read: Lunsford “Rhetorical Analysis” PDF, Powell “The Practice 

of Reading  

Rhetorically” PDF 

 

W. Aug. 30  In Class: Breaking down an Image, more on Visual Rhetoric 

 Read: Sheffield, Jenna Pack “Breaking Down an Image” Web: 

http://writingcommons.org/open-text/information-literacy/visual-

literacy/breaking-down-an-image/399-breaking-down-an-image 

 

 

F. Sept. 1  In Class: Pre-Writing Techniques and Thesis Statements, Outline 

 Read: Lamott, “Shitty First Drafts” PDF, Pocket Style p. 107-110 

    Assignment Due: Reading Response #2 

 

WEEK THREE: 

M. Sept. 4  Labor Day Holiday-University Closed 

 

W. Sept. 6 In Class: Avoiding Plagiarism (Citation) and Integrating Source Material 

 Read: Pocket Style p. 113-121, “What’s New in the Eighth 

Edition,” on the  



Web: https://www.mla.org/MLA-Style/What-s-New-in-the-Eighth-

Edition 

 

F. Sept. 8  In Class: Library 

 Read: Bring your Topic for the Paper and any questions you have 

    Assignment Due: Reading Response #3 

 

 

WEEK FOUR: 

M. Sept. 11  In Class: Introduction and Thesis Workshop Day 

 Read: Bring your Introduction and Thesis Statement to Class 

     

 

W. Sept. 13 In Class: What is research so important and being informed? Critical 

Thinking about the Visual and Beyond 

 Read: Wood, Robin “Critical Thinking” PDF 

 

 

F. Sept. 15  Peer Review Day, No Readings 

                                     Assignment Due: Rough Draft Paper #1 

 

 

WEEK FIVE: 

M. Sept. 18  In Class: Unpacking Power and Privilege 

 Read: A.G. “The Social Construction of Difference” p. 15-20 in 

Reading for Diversity 

 

W. Sept. 20  In Class: Close Reading and Research Questions 

 Read: Pocket Style, p.  91-94 

 

 

F. Sept. 22 In Class: How to Be Clear and Concise in Your Writing 

 Read: Pocket Style, p.1-17 

    Assignment Due: Reading Response #4 

 

WEEK SIX: 

M. Sept. 25  In Class: Micro-Aggressions 

 Read: Bell, Lee Ann, “Theoretical Foundations” p. 21-35 in 

Reading for Diversity Book 

 

W. Sept. 27 In Class: 7 Critical Reading Strategies to help you Evaluate, Interpret, and 

Synthesize Information Better 

 Salisbury University, “7 Critical Reading Strategies,” 

online: 

http://www.salisbury.edu/counseling/new/7_critical_readin

g_strategies.html 

https://www.mla.org/MLA-Style/What-s-New-in-the-Eighth-
https://www.mla.org/MLA-Style/What-s-New-in-the-Eighth-


 

 

F. Sept. 29  In Class: Understanding Gender 

 Read: Johnson, A.G., “Patriarchy, the System: An It, Not a He, a 

Them, Or an Us” p. 332-337 in Reading for Diversity Book 

    Assignment Due: Final Copy of Paper #1 

 

 

Unit 2: Exploring Social Justice Topics, Major Paper: Classical Argument Paper 

 

WEEK SEVEN: 

M. Oct. 2  In Class: What is a feminist? 

 Read: Hooks, Bell “Feminism: A Movement to End Sexist 

Oppression” p. 340-342 

 

W. Oct. 4  In Class: Why Argumentative Papers Matter, Transitions 

 Read: Weagly, Jordan, “Important Elements in Writing Argument 

Essays”  

Web: http://education.seattlepi.com/important-elements-writing-

argument-essays-1726.html 

 

 

F. Oct. 6  In Class: Sexism, Close Reading Activity 

 Read: Kirk, G. & Okazawa-Rey, M. “He Works, She Works, But 

What Different Impressions the Make” p. 355, Walker, Alice “To 

Stop the Violence Against Women” p. 358-359 

    Assignment Due: Reading Response #5 

 

WEEK EIGHT (MIDTERMS) 

M. Oct. 9  In Class: Why Taking A Stance Matters? The Importance of Your Thesis 

 Read: “The Principles of Argumentation,” Web: 

http://www.csun.edu/~hcpas003/argument.html 

 

W. Oct. 11  In Class: Argumentative Rhetoric and Language, Exploring a Stance 

 Read: Weston, “Composing and Argumentative Essay: Exploring 

the Issue” PDF 

 

F. Oct. 13  In Class: Heterosexism & Sexual Orientation 

 Read: Blumenfeld, W.J. “How Homophobia Hurts Everyone” p. 

379-388, Sexual 

 Orientation & Gender Identity Definitions, Genderbread 

worksheet 

    Assignment Due: Reading Response #6 

 

 

 



 

 

WEEK NINE:  

M. Oct. 16  In Class: The Oh No No’s of Writing 

 Read: Pocket Style Manual, p. 22-47 

 

 

W. Oct. 18  In Class: Introduction and Thesis Workshop Day 

 Read: Bring your Introduction and Thesis Statement to Class 

 

 

F. Oct. 20  Peer Review Day 

 No Readings 

             Assignment Due: Rough Draft Paper #2 

 

 

WEEK TEN: 

M. Oct. 23  In Class: Understanding Race/Ethnicity 

 Read: Banks, Taunya Lovell, “Race Talk” Web: 

http://digitalcommons.law.umaryland.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?arti

cle=2245&context=fac_pubs 

 

W. Oct. 25  In Class: Avoiding Logical Fallacies 

 Read: “Avoiding Logical Fallacies,”  

Web: http://www.theskepticsguide.org/resources/logical-fallacies 

 

F. Oct. 27  In Class: Identifying Logical Fallacies Practice 

 Read: “Fallacies,” Web: 

http://writingcenter.unc.edu/handouts/fallacies/ 

    Assignment Due: Reading Response #7 

 

WEEK ELEVEN: 

M. Oct. 30  In Class: Evaluating Arguments and Citation Practice 

 Read: “Evaluating Arguments—Distinguishing Between 

Reasonable and Fallacious Tactics,” Web: 

http://writingcenter.ua.edu/wp-

content/uploads/2012/02/evaluatingarguments.pdf 

 

W. Nov. 1  In Class: Understanding Class 

 Read: Mantsios, Gregory, “Class in America—2006” p. 148-155, 

Read in Diversity Book 

 

F. Nov. 3  In Class: Classism 

 Read: Pittleman, Karen and Resource Generation, “Deep Thoughts 

About Class 

 Privilege” p. 219-222, Read in Diversity Book 



    Assignment Due: Final Copy of Paper #2 Due 

 

 

Unit Three: Taking a Closer Look At Social Justice, Major Assignments: Persuasive Researched 

Argument and Presentation 

 

WEEK TWELVE: 

M. Nov. 6  In Class: Understanding Ability 

 Read: Mullins, Aimee. “The Opportunity of Adversity” (TED talk 

online) 

 

W. Nov. 8  In Class: Ableism 

 Read: Egan, L. “I am Not a Person with a Disability, I am a 

Disabled Person” Web 

 

F. Nov. 10 In Class: Why Use the A Persuasive Research Model? Persasion Vs. 

Argument 

 Read: Roane State, “Types of Papers:/Persuasive/Persuade” online: 

https://www.roanestate.edu/owl/Persuasive.html, “Types of 

Papers: Argument/Argumentative” online: 

https://www.roanestate.edu/owl/Argument.html 

    Assignment Due: Reading Response #8 

 

WEEK THIRTEEN: 

M. Nov. 13  In Class: Persuasive Model Examples, and Practice 

 Read: “Writing the Persuasive Essay,”  

Web:http://www2.waterforduhs.k12.wi.us/staffweb/sereno/mainpa

ges/InfoLit/Microsoft%20Word%20-

%20Writing%20the%20Persuasive%20Essay.pdf 

And “The Do’s and Don’ts of Persuasion” online: 

http://www.tpsnva.org/teach/lq/016/persinstr.pdf 

    Sign Up for Presentations 

 

W. Nov. 15  In Class: Social Justice Activism and Civic Engagement 

 Read: Johnson, Allan G. “What Can We Do?” p. 612-617, Read in 

Diversity Book 

 

F. Nov. 17  In Class: Revision Tips and Tricks 

 Read: “Revising Your Paper,” PDF 

    Assignment Due: Reading Response #9 
 

 

Thanks Giving Break November 20, Monday – November 26, Saturday 

 

 

WEEK FOURTEEN:  

https://www.roanestate.edu/owl/Persuasive.html


M. Nov. 27  Peer Review Day 

 No Class Readings 

             Assignment Due: Rough Draft of Paper #3 

 

W. Nov. 29  In Class: Questions and Group Workshop 

 Read: Pocket Style Manual, p. 306, Kittle “Reading Practices as 

Revision Strategies: The Gossipy Reading Model” Online 

 

F. Dec. 1  Presentations 

 

 

 

WEEK FIFTEEN: 

M. Dec. 4  Presentations 

 

W. Dec. 6  Presentations 

 

F. Dec. 8  Presentations (Last Day of Classes) 

Assignment Due: Reading Response #10 Final Thoughts on the 

Class and What You Learned 

 

WEEK SIXTEEN: 

M. Dec. 11  Assignment Due: Persuasive Researched Project 

   Turn in final paper electronically and in person to office before 5pm 

 
 


