
Marshall University / Spring 2018 
ENG 201-224: Advanced Composition—Arts in Culture 
Instructor: Professor Kristin Steele  
Tuesdays and Thursdays 12:30-1:45 p.m. 
Location: CH 306  
 
Office Hours: 

While these are my set office hours, I will likely be there at other times. You’re welcome to give me a call in my office during non-office hours to 
see if I’m there before stopping by if you need to come see me. During “Digital Hours,” I will be available by email for a prompt reply. I will also 
make appointments with you outside these hours when necessary and possible.  

University Policies 
By enrolling in this course, you agree to the University Policies detailed in the following link. Please read the full text of each policy be going to 
www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs and clicking on “Marshall University Policies.”  Or, you can access the policies directly by going to http://
www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/?page_id=802 .  
[ Academic Dishonesty/ Excused Absence Policy for Undergraduates/ Computing Services Acceptable Use/ Inclement Weather/ Dead Week/ 
Students with Disabilities/ Academic Forgiveness/ Academic Probation and Suspension/ Academic Rights and Responsibilities of Students/ 
Affirmative Action/ Sexual Harassment ] 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
From the Catalog:  
Catalog Description: “English 201 is an advanced composition course centered on critical reading, writing, and research skills for the disciplines. 
(PR: ENG 101 or 101P;  minimum grade C)” 
 
More Details:  
ENG 201 is a second-semester composition course that builds on the research, writing, and critical thinking skills students acquire in ENG 101 or 
101P. To help foster students’ development in those areas, there are six course themes from which students can choose: Arts in Culture; Business 
and Consumer Culture; Community and Identity; Education and Literacy; Health, Mind, and Body; Popular Culture and Mass Media; and Science, 
Environment, and Technology. The themes are reflective of some of the disciplinary conversations students might encounter in their majors and 
are meant to engage students in areas of research that suit their particular interests.   

This particular section of ENG201 is directed towards students interested in arts in culture. In this course we will critically examine various forms 
of art—particularly literature and fine art—seeking ways in which the arts connect to everyday living and culture. Historically, how have different 
periods of art represented (or challenged) a culture’s ideological beliefs? Why are the arts important for individuals and for the culture at large? 
What cultural, economic, and social issues go into determining the difference between “high art” and “low art”? How are individual bodies 
represented in the arts? How are communities represented in the arts? How does representation affect reception, understanding, and empathy 
toward others?  We’ll tackle these questions and more. A final research-based paper and digital presentation related to our course theme will 
culminate the semester. 

Mondays 11:30-2:30 p.m. 
(Digital Hours)

Tuesdays 1:30-3:30 p.m.

Wednesdays 12:30-3:30 p.m.

Thursdays 1: 30-3:30 p.m.

Fridays No hours
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Please select a “Class Buddy” by the second week. I ask that you exchange emails (phone # optional) so 
you have someone to contact if and when you miss class. Announcements and course schedule will be 
updated on Blackboard consistently, but it’s also a great idea to have a brief conversation with a friend 
who was there during your absence in the event of any last-minute necessary changes. You should fill in 
your Class Buddy’s information below and perhaps keep it accessible in your phone.  

NAME ____________________________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE ___________________________________________________________________________

Contact Information:  
Office: Corbly Hall 456  
Phone: 304-696-6790 
E-Mail: steele47@marshall.edu  
 (Please contact me at this email address only.)

http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs
http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/?page_id=802
http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/?page_id=802
mailto:steele47@marshall.edu
mailto:steele47@marshall.edu


REQUIRED ACCESS, MATERIALS, AND TEXTS 

Access & Materials:  
1. Daily access to Blackboard. 
2. Daily access to your Marshall University e-mail account. You need to make it a personal practice to check this at least once a day, if not more 

frequently. Course announcements will come to you via your Marshall e-mail and a Blackboard Announcement. 
3. A classic composition notebook (no spirals) for in-class writings. These will be collected at random for scoring. 
4. A sturdy file folder (or other organizational system) to keep track of your Information & Grading Sheet (explained below), assignment drafts, 

and returned assignments with feedback.  
5. Money to print any course materials from Blackboard that I ask you bring to class. 
Texts: 
1. They Say/I Say (w/2016 MLA Update), 3rd Edition, ISBN: 9780393617436 
2. Little Seagull Handbook(w/out Exercises), 3rd Edition+Ebook/IQ Registration Card, ISBN: 9780393646313 
3. Ways of Seeing by John Berger, ISBN: 9780140135152 
4. Other supplemental texts available free online or via Blackboard 

IMPORTANT COURSE NOTES 

Blackboard: 
Blackboard will be used daily in this course. You will be submitting all assignments via Blackboard in addition to printing them and bringing 
them to class. If you don’t understand how Blackboard works, be resourceful and find out as soon as possible. If Blackboard is experiencing 
problems, as it occasionally does temporarily, I am aware and will accommodate for that unforeseen circumstance. In addition to assignment 
submissions, major course documents, and links to online readings are also available via Blackboard.  

Cover Sheets for Assignment Submissions: 
Each assignment will have a cover sheet that includes a rubric for grading. This is where I will give you feedback on your grade. When you bring 
your assignments to class for submission, it is your responsibility to print the cover sheet and attach it at the front of each assignment. The only 
assignments that do not have respective cover sheets are in-class writings that you will keep in you composition notebooks. As for pop quizzes, I 
provide these and collect them in class. 

Grades: 
It is your responsibility to come to me during office hours if you have questions or concerns regarding grades or written feedback. Feel free to send 
me an email letting me know you have concerns about your progress and that you’d like to set up a time to discuss it with me during office hours 
or by appointment. 

In-Class Work:  
You cannot makeup in-class work or quizzes. If you are absent, please ask a class buddy what you missed, ask someone to share their notes, and 
let me know if you have any additional questions. 

Information & Grading Sheet: 
Each student will receive an individual Information & Grading Sheet at the beginning of the second week of the semester after the add/drop 
period ends. You will be asked to fill out the sheet, return the sheet to me so I can make photocopies, and I will return it the original you to keep 
for the remainder of the semester. This handout is provided for your convenience, on which you should keep track of your absences, assignment 
scores, and other vital information for the course. I, too, fill out your individual Information & Grading Sheet throughout the semester when I take 
roll and score assignments. It is advised that you bring your Information & Grading Sheet with you to any conference or individual meeting with 
me. Keep in mind that I treat your Information & Grading Sheet with confidentiality. 

GRADING METHODOLOGY & ASSIGNMENTS 

In this course, grades will not be calculated by a traditional model; instead, grades will be calculated by specifications grading. This means each 
assignment will be evaluated on a pass/fail basis. While there are some assignments and requirements that everyone must complete successfully 
to pass the course, your overall final course grade is determined by the amount of satisfactory—or passing—work you choose to complete. Some 
of your will choose to complete every assignment, and some of you will choose to complete only a portion of our assignments; that choice is yours 
to make based on what final grade you would like to receive.  

Each student has the opportunity to revise one of the following assignments per semester for a second chance to receive satisfactory remarks: 
Essay 1, Essay 2, or Literature Review.  Due dates for what we will call a “Second-Chance Revision” will be indicated on each assignment sheet. If 
you choose to skip an assignment, that assignment cannot be used for your Second-Chance Revision. Only assignments that have been completed 
by the original due date can be used for a Second-Chance Revision. 

Page   of  2 8



The work you do for this course is graded according to my professional judgement of the overall quality of the work and thinking, taking into 
account course learning outcomes and including the following: how well the work fulfills the assignment, to what extent it demonstrates the 
principles taught in the course o expected of students in the course, how effectively it communicates with its audience, to what extent it engages 
its readers, how easily it can be read and comprehended (reading ease is affected by factors such as organization, grammatical correctness, and 
the physical appearance of the essay), how well it is developed, and any other criteria particular to the task. Specifications for a passing/
satisfactory score for each assignment is indicated on its respective rubric.  

Below is a chart that shows the minimum requirements for each grade you can receive. All criteria in each bundle must be met to receive its 
associated grade. Please note: You must pass the Research Paper and Digital Presentation assignment, which is our final project in this course, to 
pass with a C or higher. Students who do not receive a C or higher in ENG 201 must retake the course to fulfill the Composition Core 
requirements instated by the university. 

Grading Bundles: 

Students who do not meet the requirements for “D” Bundle will receive an “F” in the course.  

Assignment Descriptions: 

Participation  
I expect you to be thoughtfully and positively involved in class discussion, activities, and group work. Class discussion, in-class writing, activities, 
and quizzes are designed to help you practice and understand major concepts we discuss. This is why attendance is vital. Please be aware of your 
own participation style—I realize some of us are shy, and that is okay. I also realize some of us are talkative, and that is also okay. Please do not 
disappear into the recesses of the room, yet please do not dominate all discussions. This level self-awareness is great practice for the college 
classroom—think quality over quantity. If you have a poor attitude, your participation level as stated below is affected. If you are disruptive in any 
way, your participation level as stated below is affected. If you use your cell phone, your participation level as stated below is affected.  

• In-class writings are scored as check-plus, check, or check-minus. Check-plus indicates exceptional critical thinking and thorough writing. 
Check indicates requirements of writing prompt were fulfilled. Check-minus indicates that requirements of writing prompt were not 
fulfilled, either by a lack of depth or misrepresentation of the prompt.  

• Pop quizzes are scored with 5 total points: 5/5 (A); 4/5 (B); 3/5 (C); 2/5 (D); 1/5 or less (F) 

“A” Bundle “B” Bundle “C” Bundle “D” Bundle

• Earn A-level participation, which 
includes attendance, in-class 
writing, pop quizzes, and class 
activities (See “Participation” 
section under Assignment 
Descriptions.) 

• Total online quiz average score at 
least 80% 

• Complete and pass five  
(5) or more homework 
assignments 

• Complete and pass each of the 
following: Essay 1, Essay 2, and 
Literature Review  

• Complete and pass Research 
Paper and Digital Presentation 

• Earn at least B-level participation, 
which includes attendance, in-
class writing, pop quizzes, and 
class activities (See “Participation” 
section under Assignment 
Descriptions.) 

• Total online quiz average score at 
least 70% 

• Complete and pass four (4) or 
more homework assignments 

• Complete and pass each of the 
following: Essay 1, Essay 2, and 
Literature Review  

• Complete and pass Research 
Paper and Digital Presentation 

• Earn at least C-level participation, 
which includes attendance, in-
class writing, pop quizzes, and 
class activities (See “Participation” 
section under Assignment 
Descriptions.) 

• Total online quiz average score at 
least 70% 

• Complete and pass three (3) or 
more homework assignments 

• Complete and pass two (2) or 
more of the following 
assignments: Essay 1, Essay 2, 
and Literature Review  

• Complete and pass Research 
Paper and Digital Presentation 

• Earn at least D-level participation, 
which includes attendance, in-
class writing, pop quizzes, and 
class activities (See “Participation” 
section under Assignment 
Descriptions.) 

• Total online quiz average score at 
least 60% 

• Complete and pass two (2) or 
more homework assignments 

• Complete and pass one (1) or 
more of the following 
assignments: Essay 1, Essay 2, 
and Literature Review
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Online Quizzes 
The purchase of your Little Seagull Handbook comes with an online component. In your new handbook, you will find a registration code that will 
give you access to that online component, which includes a complete digital version of the handbook and online quizzes thought InQuizitive and 
Norton/Write. You should register for the online component by week 2 of class.  In this course, you will take weekly online quizzes that cover 
topics in grammar, mechanics, research methods, and fair use practices. We will have quick grammar review lessons in class to prepare, and of 
course you may use your handbook to take online quizzes. Quiz due dates are indicated on the course schedule and in the online space for our 
handbook.  

Homework Assignments 
During the semester you will be asked to complete brief writings and activities outside class that are related to concepts and texts we discuss. 
These homework assignments will cover summary, critical response, analysis, information literacy, research methods, rhetoric, critical thinking, 
basic writing skills and more. Homework assignments appear on the course schedule, but additional short assignments may be assigned in class 
periodically.   

Essays 
Essays 1 and 2 will be based on our literature unit and visual art unit, respectively. Detailed assignment instructions will be distributed for each 
essay. These essays will cover evaluate your mastery of skills we practice in class and within our homework assignments.  

Literature Review 
Literature Reviews provide a summary of your sources and connects the trends in research and writing on a particular topic. For this assignment, 
you will review a minimum of six (6) credible sources you have closely read during your research process for your final research paper. You must 
also include a bibliography of all sources consulted during your research process at that point, even if they do not appear in your literature review. 
This assignment is designed to help you along the research process.  We’ll discuss at length the key elements of literature reviews in class, as well 
as methods for mining for and evaluating source material.  

Research Paper and Digital Presentation* 
For this assignment, you will be required to integrate a variety of sources and your own analysis into one research-based critical essay that is 
related to our course theme. You will write multiple required drafts and ultimately submit a polished, well-edited final version. In addition to the 
paper, you will write a reflection of your research process.  For your digital presentation, you will present your paper using Adobe Spark, which is 
an application available to all enrolled students. We’ll talk about using Adobe Spark in class and well and best practices for presenting a paper to 
an audience prior to our presentations.  

*Important Note: Artifacts from this project will be uploaded online and used for university-wide and/or English department assessment purposes. Further information regarding this will 
be discussed later in the semester 

 

A-Level Participation B-Level Participation C-Level Participation D-Level Participation 

Consistent demonstration of 
exceptional critical thinking skills, 
clear engagement with the course 
readings, and mature classroom 
behavior (respecting and listening 
to your peers, etc.). Consistent 
“check-plus" scores on in-class 
writings. Consistent 5/5 scores on 
pop quizzes. 

Consistently demonstrating 
completion of course readings and 
mature classroom behavior. 
Consistent “check” scores on in-
class writings. Consistent 4/5 scores 
on pop quizzes. 

Demonstrating completion of 
course readings and mature 
classroom behavior most of the time 
with few exceptions. Consistent 
“check" scores on in-class writings, 
with occasional check-minus. 
Consistent 3/5 scores on pop 
quizzes.

Disrupting discussion in any way or 
consistently failing to contribute 
analysis of and/or objections to the 
homework readings. Consistent 
“check-minus” scores on in-class 
writings or several missing in-class 
writings. Consistent 2/5 scores on 
pop quizzes or missing pop quiz 
scores, and/or excessive number of 
unexcused absences, defined as 5 or 
more unexcused absences, 
regardless of the quality and 
quantity of contributions to class 
discussion on other occasions. 
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LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 
The table below shows the following relationships:  How each student learning outcomes will be practiced and assessed in the course. 

POLICIES  

I. Academic Dishonesty:  

A. Please review Marshall University’s official policy for Academic Dishonesty here: http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/policies/
#AcademicDishonesty.  

B. All of your work is expected to be your own and written specifically for this class. Plagiarism is a complicated issue, and as such a few 
specific rules should be defined: 

a) Quotes, paraphrases, and summaries of sources should be clearly marked and cited according to current MLA guidelines. Even if 
it’s an honest mistake, failure to do so is technically plagiarism. It is your responsibility—not mine—to make sure that the 
final draft of a paper contains proper citations. If you struggle with this, come to me for extra help before you turn in the 
final draft of the paper.  If you don’t properly cite your work, you will fail the assignment and it will not be eligible for a 
Second-Chance Revision (as defined above). 

b) Although it may not technically be plagiarism, copying and pasting large amounts of text (more than one-fifth the length of your 
paper) from a source, even with proper citation, cannot be considered original work and therefore you will fail the assignment 
and it will not be eligible for a Second-Chance Revision (as defined above). 

Course Student Learning Outcomes How students will practice each outcome in this Course How student mastery of each outcome will be  
assessed  in this Course

Develop rhetorical knowledge across 
contexts and audiences.  

In-Class Exercises, Quizzes, and Homework Assignments 
which will cover close reading, rhetorical analysis, 
identifying stakeholders, summary and response, developing 
an argument, writing questions for research, utilizing library 
resources, selecting the best sources for research, supporting 
claims with research, annotating bibliographic references, 
citing sources, the ethics of research, proofreading, revision, 
and proper grammar.

Essay 1 
Essay 2 
Literature Review 
Research Paper & Digital Presentation

Develop writing projects across multiple 
drafts.  

In-Class Exercises, Quizzes, and Homework Assignments 
which will cover close reading, rhetorical analysis, 
identifying stakeholders, summary and response, developing 
an argument, writing questions for research, utilizing library 
resources, selecting the best sources for research, supporting 
claims with research, annotating bibliographic references, 
citing sources, the ethics of research, proofreading, revision, 
and proper grammar.

Essay 1 
Essay 2 
Literature Review 
Research Paper & Digital Presentation

Apply knowledge of information literacy 
and ethical citation practices.  

In-Class Exercises, Quizzes, and Homework Assignments 
which will cover close reading, rhetorical analysis, 
identifying stakeholders, summary and response, developing 
an argument, writing questions for research, utilizing library 
resources, selecting the best sources for research, supporting 
claims with research, annotating bibliographic references, 
citing sources, the ethics of research, proofreading, revision, 
and proper grammar.

Essay 1 
Essay 2 
Literature Review 
Research Paper & Digital Presentation

Apply knowledge of sentence-level 
mechanics and usage.  

In-Class Exercises, Quizzes, and Homework Assignments 
which will cover close reading, rhetorical analysis, 
identifying stakeholders, summary and response, developing 
an argument, writing questions for research, utilizing library 
resources, selecting the best sources for research, supporting 
claims with research, annotating bibliographic references, 
citing sources, the ethics of research, proofreading, revision, 
and proper grammar.

Essay 1 
Essay 2 
Literature Review 
Research Paper & Digital Presentation
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c) If you blatantly cheat—i.e. copy and paste large amounts of text from a source without clear introduction, quotation, or citation;  
submit work that was not originally written for this class; or submit work that was not written by you, the student enrolled in 
this course, you will automatically fail the course and be reported to the Office of Student Affairs, which could lead to 
suspension or even expulsion from the university. 

d)  If you plagiarize, I’ll notify you via e-mail of the violation and sanction; after that, it’s your responsibility to make an 
appointment with me to discuss your concerns. 

C. Please see Marshall University Libraries’ resource online for more information about intentional and unintentional plagiarism, as well as 
examples of acceptable use of others information in your own academic writing: http://www.marshall.edu/library/plagiarism/
plagiarism.asp. There is also a section in our handbook on plagiarism, and we will discuss it at length in class.  

II. Arriving Late & Leaving Early:  It is important that you do your best to get to class on time. I understand that most of you are busy balancing 
class, jobs, studying, friends, and family, and because of that, you might run late from time to time. Please don’t miss an entire day of class 
because you want to avoid being late; however, do not abuse my leniency. If you arrive late or leave early too frequently, I will ask you have a 
special conference with me on your own time so we can discuss the issue and make a plan for how to alleviate the problem. If the problem 
persists beyond our meeting, I’ll mark you with an 1/2 an unexcused absence each time you are late.  Above all, do not begin packing up 
your materials before the end of class, upon which I’ll say goodbye. Packing up while I’m speaking is incredibly disrespectful, and it happens 
to be one of my primary pet peeves. I will tell you when class is over, and until then, you are expected to remain engaged in our discussion, 
and that does not include closing your notebooks, putting away your pens, and getting out your phones—that will poorly affect your 
participation score.  

III. Attendance Policy: Regular attendance is expected and necessary. I do take roll every day, so I’m always aware of who is in class and who is 
not. Class discussions, lectures, and your participation in group work are essential to your success in this course. If you miss 5 or more 
sessions (a total of 2.5 weeks of class) due to unexcused absences you cannot pass the course. Keep in mind that, even if your absences 
are excused, missing class sessions generally will affect the quality of assignments, which in turn, affects your course grade. With that said, 
please do not attend class if you are ill and contagious—don’t forget that you get four (4) “freebie” absences and that you can get a doctor’s 
excuse for illness. All excused absences must be approved by the university. See policy below: 

A. University Excused Absences are defined below, as well as the process for excusing an absence.  

1. Here is a link to Marshall University’s policy defining Excused and Unexcused Absences: http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/
policies/#ExcusedAbsences. I follow this policy.  

2. As stated on the Excused Absence page on the Student Affairs Website , “Any student who seeks an excused absence must provide 
documentation immediately following the event/activity/incident by submitting this request form and appropriate supporting 
materials to the Vice President for Student Affairs, MSC 2W38.” That means in this course that all documentation for excused 
absences should be submitted to Student Affairs. If the absence qualifies as an excused absence, I will receive a notification via email 
and your absence then will be marked as “excused.” 

IV. Attitude: Attitude can make or break you, not only in this class, but also for the rest of your life. You are a legal adult, so I expect you to act 
like it. I will not tolerate immaturity or disrespect. This means: Do not be rude. Sit up in your seat. Do not roll your eyes. Make every effort to 
be enthusiastic and engaged. If you’re not sure what that means, picture yourself on the job while listening to your boss in meeting. Think 
about what your body language looks like there if want to keep your job and possibly get a raise next year—do that while you’re in my class. 
It’s distracting to me and to others if you’re working harder to show a lack of enthusiasm and your general misery than to simply be 
professional, mature, and kind. If you fail to maintain a professional attitude, I will ask you to leave class and you will receive an 
unexcused absence for that day. 

V. Code of Conduct: This class involves a lot of group discussion, some of which may focus on controversial and/or sensitive subject matter (see 
policy XI), and you will be expected to handle such issues with seriousness and professionalism. Furthermore, we sometimes will exchange our 
writing, so each student’s work deserves to be shown equal respect. Each of us comes from a different background, but it is my policy that you 
are expected to keep an open mind and fair attitude regarding the opinions of fellow writers. Yes, you are allowed to respectfully disagree, but 
you are not permitted to treat me or any other person in our class with disrespect at any time, in person on via online discussion.  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Upon acceptance at Marshall University, each students “acquires rights and assumes responsibilities as an individual member of the University 
community. Therefore, students and student organizations are expected at all times to conduct themselves in accordance with University 
policies and regulations.” Here is a link to those policies and regulations, the Marshall University Students Code of Rights and Responsibilities: 
(http://www.marshall.edu/board/files/policies/MUBOG%20SA-
%203%20Student%20Code%20of%20Rights%20and%20Responsibilities.pdf). You are expected to follow that code in this classroom in 
regards to class discussion and individual assignments. 

VI.  Email: I will respond to emails from your Marshall University account only. When you contact me by email, I expect you to communicate in a 
professional and cordial manner. This means that you will pay as much attention to language and style here as you would in your assignments. 
Please do your best to be clear and concise. If your email is illegible, unprofessional, or rude, I will not respond. Here is a good example of how I 
expect you to communicate with me: 
 
SUBJECT: Jane Doe, ENG 201-224  
Professor Steele,  
I am writing because I would like to meet with you regarding some feedback on my most recent assignment. I am available on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. If you could let me know what time works best for you during those hours, I would appreciate 
it. Thank you! 
 
Sincerely, 
Jane Doe 
 
As you see above, in the email subject line, please include your name, class name, and section.  I require this for organizational purposes. If 
you fail to include that information in the subject line of the email, I cannot guarantee that I will respond to you in a timely manner or at all.  
If you send an email Monday through Friday and you do not hear from me within 24 hours, that means I most likely did not receive your 
email, and you should attempt to contact me again. I cannot guarantee availability by email between 5 p.m. on Friday and 9 a.m. on Mondays, 
although will sometimes respond to email during those hours at my discretion. This means you must think ahead when assignments are due in 
order to ask any questions during the regular work week of Monday through Friday.  
 
Note: If you email me with questions for which answers are found on the syllabus, assignment sheet, or schedule, I am likely to respond with 
either one of my favorite literary quotations or works of art.  That way you’ll both learn something new and remember how important it is to 
be resourceful. 

VII.Formatting work: All formal writing assignments should be typed in a reader-friendly font (such as this one; if you don’t understand what 
this means—ask) in 12-point with 1-inch margins and formatted according to current MLA Style Guidelines. Please include your name, 
course and section, assignment name, date, and word count in the upper left corner of your paper. Proper style and formatting is part of 
your grade for formal writing assignments, as indicated on individual assignment rubrics. 

VIII.Laptops, tablets, and iPads: Most of our work will not require use of your own electronic devices while in class. The physical act of writing 
on paper helps you retain information more successfully; however, I sometimes will request you to bring a laptop or other device for workshop 
days if I cannot successfully book a computer lab elsewhere on campus.  If you have certain needs that require the use a laptop, tablet, or iPad 
during class for any reason, let me know at the beginning of the semester, and I will accommodate. If you read electronically, this must be on a 
device, such as a tablet, iPad, or Kindle, that you can keep flat on the table; you cannot use your laptop with the screen pointing away from 
me during class unless I give special permission. Laptops are distracting to you, me, and the people sitting behind you. No matter the 
circumstance, if I catch you looking at something that has nothing to do with our course work, you will receive an unexcused absence for that 
day of class.  

IX. Phones: Your phone should be out of my sight and on silent during class. Don’t forget that I can see you scrolling under your desk; it’s quite 
obvious and annoying. I keep track of the time and will announce when class is over. If you must be able to check the time on your own, I 
suggest getting a watch. If you use your cell phone: 

A. I will first ask you give you a warning during class and ask you to put it away.  

B. If I find that, after a warning, you continue to use your cell phone during class you will be marked with an unexcused absence for the day.  
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C. If I find that, after the first and second warning, you continue to use your cell phone during class, I’ll ask you to leave it on the table in 
front of the room during each session for the rest of the semester.  
 
Note: If you ever have an extenuating circumstance that requires attention to your cell phone while we’re in class, let me know before we 
begin, and you may quietly exit the classroom to answer your phone when it’s necessary. 

X. Recording: You may not record our class sessions or meetings with me without my permission. I will extend permission for recording only 
under the circumstance that you have documented special accommodations for your individual needs, which I will receive on your behalf via 
email and campus mail within the university. 

XI. Sensitive Material: As explained above, this class involves a lot of group discussion, some of which may focus on sensitive subject matter that 
arises in our texts; keep in mind, these sensitive subjects are part of the human experience and worthy of meaningful analysis. Our work with 
sensitive topics will require us to actively analyze and discuss topics in our texts. Some of these topics include subjects such as race, gender, 
gender performance, sex, sexuality, various religions, poverty, homelessness, disability, mental illness, physical illness, abuse, assault, and/or 
death and dying, among other challenging topics. Additionally, we also will sometimes view images and clips from films that represent these 
topics explicitly as part of our lecture, so please be aware of your own limits in your decision to stay in this course, as you’ll be expected 
to engage critically and respectfully with each of our course texts. 

XII.  Submitting work: All assignments are due via Blackboard submission at the beginning of class on their respective due dates, unless 
otherwise noted. Other details as follows:  

A. In-Class Work and Quizzes cannot be made up. 

B. All other assignments will not be accepted late without prior arrangements or under extraordinary circumstances. If you think you 
have a legitimate reason for submitting an assignment after its due date, you should contact me to discuss an extension.  Keep in mind 
that computer problems, oversleeping, internet connectivity problems (unless campus-wide), and failure to ask me questions about the 
assignment ahead of time do not count as legitimate errors. I would strongly suggest you save all work in cloud space—think Google 
drive, Dropbox, Amazon drive, OneDrive, etc.—and you might even consider saving it within more than one cloud drive.  

C. If you miss one of the above (excluding in-class work) because of an emergency as defined in the excused absence policy, it is your 
responsibility to let me know as soon as possible so we can agree to a new due date that we’ll confirm in writing via email. If you fail to 
turn in the late assignment by the new due date on which we’ve mutually agreed, the assignment will be marked as “no submission,” and 
therefore cannot qualify for a second-chance submission. 

XIII. Syllabus and Schedule Changes: The unexpected is part of life, and we must be flexible. Because of that, I reserve the right to modify this 
syllabus and our course schedule as needed. I will notify you in a timely manner if and when changes are made. 

IMPORTANT STUDENT RESOURCES: 

Counseling Services: 
The Marshall University Counseling Center is available as a free resource to all enrolled students. Counselors can help you with many different 
types of problems, from stress management to personal conflicts. Please take advantage of this service if at any time you feel you are struggling to 
cope with any matter, no matter how small or large. You can visit their website at http://www.marshall.edu/psych/clinics/campus-psychology-
clinic/ or call them at (304) 696-2772.  

Disability Services:  
The Marshall University Office of Disability Services is available as a resource to all enrolled students, whether full- or part-time.  If you think you 
might qualify for disability services, or have any other questions, you can visit their website at http://www.marshall.edu/disability/ or call them at 
(304) 696-2288. 

The Writing Center:  
The Writing Center is a free resource provided by the English Department to assist you in any phase of the writing process—brainstorming ideas, 
clarifying assignments, making outlines, utilizing resources, beginning a draft, editing, revising a draft, etc. You should take all assignment 
materials to each session so the tutor has a clear idea of your professor’s expectations. Appointments are offered both face-to-face and online. If 
you’d like to make an appointment, visit: www.marshall.mywconline.com.
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Marshall University / Spring 2018 
ENG 201: Advanced Composition: Arts in Culture 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 12:30-1:45 p.m. 
CH 306 

Tentative Course Schedule: Please keep in mind that this schedule is subject to change as the semester continues, so pay attention in 
class and to Blackboard for updates and announcements. Additional readings and short exercises may be added throughout the semester 
at my discretion and often announced in class before they appear on Blackboard. I sometimes will provide handouts in class, as well as 
post links to readings available online. It is your responsibility to keep up with announcements and obtain handouts if you miss class. 
Don’t forget to ask your class buddy first for information if you miss class. 

You should come to class prepared each day, meaning having read the material we will discuss on each class’s respective date. 

DAY DATE CLASS OVERVIEW DUE REMINDERS

WEEK 1

Tues. Jan. 9 Syllabus, course introduction

TH Jan. 11 Introduction to Unit 1: Literature in Culture 

http://theconversation.com/do-art-and-
literature-cultivate-empathy-68478 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/
speaking-of-science/wp/2016/07/22/does-
reading-fiction-make-you-a-better-person/?
utm_term=.4d41551de784 

https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/
2016/12/should-psychologists-study-fiction/
509405/

Add/Drop ends 
Friday

WEEK 2

Tues. Jan. 16 “The Lottery” by Shirley Jackson (All short 
stories available on Blackboard in “Readings” 
folder); TS/IS, Chapter 12 “Entering Class 
Discussions”; Introduce online quizzes; Assign 
Homework 1

TH Jan. 18 “Cathedral” by Raymond Carver and 
“Emergency” by Dennis Johnson; TS/IS, 
chapter 15 “Entering Conversations about 
Literature”; Assign Essay 1

Homework 1 

Week 2 online quizzes due by Sunday at 11:59 
p.m. - See quiz schedule on Blackboard.

WEEK 3

Tues. Jan. 23 “Call My Name” by Aimee Bender and “Cat 
Person” by Kristen Roupenian; Assign 
Homework 2

TH Jan. 25 “Sea Oak” by George Saunders Homework 2 

Week 3 online quizzes due by Sunday at 11:59 
p.m. - See quiz schedule on Blackboard.

WEEK 4

Tues. Jan. 30 Peer review draft materials for Essay 1
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TH Feb. 1
Introduction to Unit 2: Visual Art in Culture

Essay 1 

Week 4 online quizzes due by Sunday at 11:59 
p.m. - See quiz schedule on Blackboard.

WEEK 5

Tues. Feb. 6 TS/IS, Preface and Introduction; Ways of 
Seeing, chapter 1-2 

TH Feb. 8 TS/IS, Part 1; Ways of Seeing, chapter 3-4 Week 5 online quizzes due by Sunday at 11:59 
p.m. - See quiz schedule on Blackboard.

WEEK 6

Tues. Feb. 13 TS/IS, Part 2; Ways of Seeing, chapter 3-4; 
assign Essay 2

TH Feb. 15 TS/IS, Part 3; Ways of Seeing, chapter 5-6; 
assign Homework 3

Week 6 online quizzes due by Sunday at 11:59 
p.m. - See quiz schedule on Blackboard.

WEEK 7

Tues. Feb. 20 Ways of Seeing, chapter 7 Homework 3 

TH Feb. 22 Contents of “Essays on Art” folder on 
Blackboard; TS/IS, Chapter 14 “Reading for 
the Conversation”

Week 7 online quizzes due by Sunday at 11:59 
p.m. - See quiz schedule on Blackboard.

WEEK 8

Tues. Feb. 27 Peer review draft materials for Essay 2

TH March 
1

Introduction to Unit 3: Playing the Art/
Cultural Critic; Assign Final Research Project

Essay 2  

Week 8 online quizzes due by Sunday at 11:59 
p.m. - See quiz schedule on Blackboard.

WEEK 9

Tues. March 
6

Topic invention and narrowing your research 
question; assign Homework 4

TH March 
8

Library Instruction by Librarian (Prof. Steele 
away at conference) 

Homework 4 

Week 9 online quizzes due by Sunday at 11:59 
p.m. - See quiz schedule on Blackboard.

Professor Steele 
at AWP 
conference.

WEEK 10

Tues. March 
13

TS/IS, Chapter 17; Assign Literature Review

TH March 
15

Research Lab Day - Location TBD; Work on 
research and complete Literature Review over 
spring break

WEEK 11

Tues. March 
20

Spring Break
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*Your Research Paper is due during our designated final exam time, 12:45 p.m. on Tuesday, May 1 at the beginning of class before 
presentations.

TH March 
22

Spring Break No online quizzes this week.

WEEK 12

Tues. March 
27

Review Day Literature Review Due 

Week 10 online quizzes due by Sunday at 11:59 
p.m. - See quiz schedule on Blackboard.

TH March 
29

Research methods and using TS/IS formulas to 
write

Week 12 online quizzes due by Sunday at 
11:59 p.m. - See quiz schedule on 
Blackboard.

WEEK 13

Tues. April 3 Research methods and using TS/IS formulas to 
write

TH April 5 No Class - Independent Writing Day Research Paper Rough Draft (Homework 5) 
due: Digital copies only submitted on 
Blackboard by 11:59 p.m. on Sunday. 

Professor Steele 
at Appalachian  
Studies 
Association 
Conference.

WEEK 14

Tues. April 
10

No Class - Individual Conferences 

TH April 
12

No Class - Individual Conferences

WEEK 15

Tues. April 
17

Revision methods & reflecting on your 
research process in writing 

TH April 
19

Peer Review Day (Class will be covered by 
another instructor.)

Week 15 online quizzes due by Sunday at 11:59 
p.m. - See quiz schedule on Blackboard. This is 
the last week for online quizzes!

Professor Steele 
at R-CADE 
Symposium. 

WEEK 16

Tues. April 
24

Creating presentations in Adobe Spark

TH April 
26

Creating presentations in Adobe Spark, final 
questions on revision

FINAL EXAM WEEK

Tues. May 1,  
12:45 
p.m.

Digital Presentations and Research Paper 
due

Enjoy your summer! 
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