
English 201-210: Advanced Composition  
Pop Culture and Mass Media 

Spring 2018 
CH 244 

MWF 11:00-11:50 AM 

 
Instructor:  Mitchell C. Lilly 
Office:  Corbly Hall 245 
Office Phone:  304-696-2352 
E-Mail:  lilly176@marshall.edu 
Office Hours: Mon. (in-office) 1:30-4:30 PM, Tues. and Thurs. (in-office) 12:30-2:00 PM, Wed. (online only) 2:00-
4:00 PM, Fri. (online only) 1:00-3:00 PM, or by appointment. 

 
University Policies 
By enrolling in this course, you agree to the University Policies listed below.  Please read the full text of each policy 
by going to www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs and clicking on “Marshall University Policies.”  Or, you can access 
the policies directly by going to www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/policies/. Academic Dishonesty/Excused 
Absence Policy for Undergraduates/Computing Services Acceptable Use/Inclement Weather/Dead Week/Students 
with Disabilities/Academic Forgiveness/Academic Probation and Suspension/Academic Rights and Responsibilities 
of Students/Affirmative Action/Sexual Harassment. 

English 201 Course Description   
201 Advanced Composition. (3 hrs.) An advanced composition course centered on critical reading, writing, and 
research skills for the disciplines. (PR: ENG 101 with a grade of C or better). 

 
Course Overview and Objectives 
In this writing class, you will enhance your writing skills and strategies by reading, analyzing, researching, and arguing 
on the rhetorical and cultural significance of forms of popular culture and mass media. Popular culture is often 
criticized as vulgar, low, or unintelligent media (popular video games, comic books, television shows, movies, 
memes, music, etc.). To put it crudely, pop culture is seen by some as a waste—those investing in it are allegedly 
wasting their time, money, intellectual energy, and potential absorbing or contributing to frivolous things—whereas 
to others popular culture is what we must study if we wish to truly know what is meaningful to society at a particular 
time: what values and ideas its different groups hold, accept, or challenge, along with how these different views and 
values are represented and challenged across various forms of mass media such as television shows, movies, video 
games, songs, and more. Popular culture is a space of tension, danger, and change that we all absorb and contribute 
to in some way almost every day, even if just to praise or criticize the latest episode of smash-hit television shows 
like Game of Thrones, mega-blockbuster films like Star Wars: The Last Jedi, bestselling video games such as Call of 
Duty: WWII, chart-topping albums like Taylor Swift’s Reputation, and so many more. Throughout the semester, you 
will analyze the messages, meanings, and significance of pop culture texts while developing critical thinking, media 
literacy, and professional writing skills. 

 
Course Learning Outcomes 

By the end of English 201, students 
should be able to demonstrate the 
following: 
 

How students will practice 
each outcome in this course 

How student achievement of 
each outcome will be assessed in 
this course 

Develop rhetorical knowledge across 
contexts and audiences.  
 

Low-Stakes Activities, Course 
Reading, Class Discussion, 
Medium-Stakes Writing. 

High-Stakes Writing Projects. 

Develop writing projects across multiple 
drafts.  
 

Low-Stakes Activities, Peer-
Review, In-Class Writing 
Workshops, Student-Instructor 
Conferences. 

High-Stakes Writing Projects. 
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Apply knowledge of information literacy 
and ethical citation practices.  
 

Low-Stakes Activities, Course 
Reading, Class Discussion, 
Group Work, Medium-Stakes 
Writing. 

High-Stakes Writing Projects. 

Apply knowledge of sentence-level 
mechanics and usage.  
 

Low-Stakes Writing, Peer-
Review, Medium-Stakes 
Writing. 

High-Stakes Writing Projects. 

 
Required Texts 
1. Ackley, Katherine Anne. Perspectives on Contemporary Issues: Reading Across the Disciplines. 8th edition, Cengage 
Learning, 2017. ISBN: 978-1305969377.  
 *Additional texts will be assigned throughout the semester. Web links to additional reading materials will be 
available on Blackboard when possible, or otherwise accessible via online databases. It is your responsibility to read 
these additional texts carefully and in their entirety before coming to class prepared to discuss and work with them. 

 
Required Course Materials  

✓ Access to a computer and the Internet as well as a working knowledge of Microsoft Word 
✓ A flash drive to save/back-up your written work.  
✓ Money to print out writing assignments and readings throughout the course. 
✓ A folder or binder for storing handouts, activities, and returned material.  
✓ 1 composition notebook for taking notes and completing in-class activities.  

 
Course Assignments  

▪ Low-Stakes Activities: various graded and ungraded activities usually completed and collected during class, 
though some will be assigned as homework. These assignments can include reading quizzes (if necessary), 
freewriting, response writings, reflections, quotation and citation exercises, or other skill-building activities. 
Each graded low-stakes writing counts as 5 points toward the final course grade (50 points total). 
 

▪ Medium-Stakes Writing: semiformal writings that focus on descriptive, reflective, clear and polished 
written communication. Each medium-stakes assignment counts as 25 points toward the final course grade 
(50 points total). Unless otherwise stated by the instructor, printed copies of medium-stakes assignments 
are due by the deadline specified on the course schedule.  

 
▪ High-Stakes Writing Projects: There are 3 high-stakes projects for this class, Analysis Paper 1, Analysis Paper 

2, and the Argumentative Research Essay. Detailed assignment directions and grading rubrics for each high-
stakes writing project will be distributed via Blackboard and reviewed in class. We will hold peer-review and 
workshops for all High-Stakes Writing Projects. Unless otherwise stated by the instructor, digital copies of 
high-stakes assignments are to be submitted to Blackboard by the deadline specified on the course 
schedule. 

 
To assist the Marshall University Composition Program’s efforts to assess student learning in the English 
composition sequence, all students enrolled in this course will be required to submit, as one Master 
Document, all of the following: Argumentative Research Paper (final draft), Post-Paper Reflection, and 
Argumentative Research Paper (full rough draft). Failure to upload this Master Document by the end of 
the course will result in receiving reduced credit for the Argumentative Research Paper Final Draft. More 
instruction to come.  

 
Grading and Assessment 
Low-Stakes Writings: 10 (graded) in all/5 points apiece/50 points total. 

Medium-Stakes Writings: 2 in all/ 25 points apiece/ 50 points total. 

Analysis Paper 1 (HS): 3-5 double-spaced pages/ 50 points total. 

Analysis Paper 2 (HS): 5-6 double-spaced pages/ 75 points total. 



Argumentative Research Essay: 8+ pages total/ 100 points total. 

 
Course Grade Scale 

A 325-293 

B 292-260 

C 259-228 

D 227-195 

F 194-000 

 
Course Attendance Policy: Regular attendance is vital for success in a composition class. Students who miss class, 
whether excused or unexcused, struggle with course writing assignments more than students who attend class 
regularly. There is no attendance grade for this class, but absences can affect your course grade through other ways 
such as missed assignments, class lecture, and in-class skill-building exercises. Students who miss 6 or more classes 
almost without exception struggle to pass ENG 201. If you are absent: 

✓ It is your responsibility to learn the material covered in class on that day or those days, 
✓ If you know you will be absent ahead of time, it is your responsibility to arrange to submit beforehand any 

medium- or high-stakes writing assignments due that day, 
✓ In the event of an unforeseen absence, you are responsible for contacting me as soon as possible to discuss 

the reasons for your absence(s),  
✓ To make up any missed or late work, you must provide a clear and reasonable explanation for your 

absence(s) (and, when appropriate, documentation),  
✓ In some instances, students may be directed to speak with the Office of Student Affairs about an absence 

or absences.  

 
Course Late Work Policy: This course will adhere to the policies outlined below for late work: 

✓ Low-Stakes assignments completed during class time must be turned in by the end of class that same day. 
If a low-stakes assignment is not turned in at the end of class, the assignment receives a 0—no late or 
emailed submissions will be accepted.  

✓ Low-Stakes assignments completed outside of class must be turned in to the instructor at the start of class 
by the specified deadline. If a low-stakes assignment completed outside of class is not turned by the 
specified deadline, the assignment receives a 0—no late or emailed submissions will be accepted.   

✓ Medium-Stakes Assignments must be turned in to the instructor at the start of class by the specified 
deadline. If a medium-stakes assignment is not submitted on time, 1 letter grade will be automatically 
deducted from the assignment for late submission (i.e., the maximum grade possible for the assignment is 
reduced from an A to a B). If an assignment is not turned in to the instructor within 24 hours (1 day) of the 
deadline, the assignment receives a grade of 0. 

✓ All High-Stakes Writing Assignments must be submitted to the appropriate submission portal on the course 
Blackboard page by the specified deadline. If a high-stakes assignment is not submitted on time, 1 letter 
grade will be automatically deducted from the assignment for late submission (i.e., the maximum grade 
possible for the assignment is reduced from an A to a B). If an assignment is not turned in to the instructor 
within 24 hours (1 day) of the deadline, the assignment receives a grade of 0.  

 
Course Revision Policy: Revision is the ability to reflect on, rethink, and improve your work. Everyone must draft and 
revise their high-stakes papers before turning in final drafts for grading. Any Analysis Paper 1 or Analysis Paper 2 
that receives a grade of D or F may be revised and resubmitted to change the final grade; however, there are 
exceptions to this policy as noted in the Late Work policy outlined above. Students who receive a D or F on these 
assignments must observe the following for revising and resubmitting their work: 

✓ Students have 2 weeks from the date that papers are evaluated and returned by the instructor via 
Blackboard to be revised and resubmitted.  

✓ Students are required to meet with the instructor during in-office hours to discuss revision strategies, 
writing process, work habits, and so on. From here, students may be directed to the Writing Center for 
further help with revision.  



✓ Students who pursue revision must highlight all changes made to the revised final draft to show how 
extensively they engaged in revising their work. 

✓ Students must submit printed copies of the revised paper along with a printed copy of the original non-
passing or failing paper so that the instructor can better cross-check the submissions. 

If a revised final draft is not submitted within 2 weeks from the date the original final draft was graded, the original 
grade will remain the final grade and no further revision opportunities for the assignment will be offered.  
 
Do not take revision lightly. These high-stakes assignments are worth 125 points (roughly 35% of your overall grade). 
Because Argumentative Research Papers are turned in at the end of the semester, they cannot be revised due to 
final grade deadline constraints. Low-Stakes and Medium-Stakes assignments are non-revisable. 

 
Course Policy for Technology Use in the Classroom: Because this class requires the full attention and participation 
of all students, cell phones, laptops, and other electronic devices are to be put away during class.  
 
If for any legitimate reason you need to have your cell phone out during class—for instance, an emergency—please 
let me know prior to the start of class.  
 
If you are using a phone or other device during class, you will be notified to put it away and keep it put up for the 
remainder of class. If the problem occurs again, you will be told to leave the class. You will receive a 0 for any graded 
work completed during class that day. Future issues with technology usage during class will require conferencing 
with the instructor outside of class time. 
 
The only exception to technology use in the classroom is when instructed by the professor to use a device to 
complete in-class assignments. 

 
Course Academic Dishonesty Policy: One of the most common forms of academic dishonesty is plagiarism, which 
involves submitting as one’s own work or creation any material either wholly or partially created by another person. 
Academic dishonesty is a serious academic offense that can result in failure of writing assignments, failure of courses, 
academic probation, suspension, or even total expulsion from the university. All instances of academic dishonesty 
are reported to the Office of Academic Affairs, and will result in formal academic discipline. Please note that the 
university makes no distinction between intentional or unintentional plagiarism. In this class, academic dishonesty 
is punishable by failure of assignment (first offense) and failure of the course (after first offense). For a complete 
discussion of what constitutes plagiarism and academic dishonesty, please review the Marshall University Policies 
on Academic Dishonesty.  

 
Course Conduct Policy: It is the policy of Marshall University to provide equal opportunities to all prospective and 
current members of the student body, faculty, and staff based on individual qualifications and merit without regard 
to race, color, sex, religion, age, disability, national origin or sexual orientation. English 201 supports this university-
wide commitment, and the classroom community will work together to create and sustain a positive learning 
environment based on open communication and mutual respect. Our classroom is a space for examining 
controversial issues and ideas. We will maintain respect and civility towards one another. Any student who acts in 
an offensive, aggressive, or hateful manner towards others will be considered in violation of this policy and the 
Marshall University Student Code of Conduct—http://www.marshall.edu/student-
conduct/files/2300_Student_Conduct.pdf—and will be told to leave the classroom by the instructor and promptly 
reported to the appropriate academic personnel. 

 
Email Policy: composing an email message, it is important to consider your audience and purpose for writing. In our 
class, whenever speaking with me through email, please follow the template below: 
 
Dear Professor Lilly, 
Followed by the reason you are messaging me written in formal language. 
Sincerely, 
Your Name, Class Number and Section 



NOTE: All email messages must be sent to lilly176@marshall.edu —any messages not sent directly to this address 
will not be read. Please allow up to 24 hours for a reply before sending a follow-up email. I do not check email 
messages over the weekend.   

 
Copyright Notice: All materials used in this class (in any form, electronic, printed, or verbal), including, but not limited 
to, exams, quizzes, handouts, lectures, homework assignments, and all material on the university’s learning 
management system (currently Blackboard) and its peripherals, are copyright protected works under US Code Title 
17. 

1. Unauthorized copying, distribution, recording, selling, or posting of any portion of class materials, in any 
form, in any way, is a violation of federal law; this specifically includes posting any portion of the class 
materials to the World Wide Web through the Internet, and/or via any other means of electronic 
communication. 

2. Unauthorized* sharing of class materials in any form, specifically including, but not limited to, uploading 
class materials to websites for the purpose of seeking/providing solutions or sharing those materials with 
current or future students is a violation of the Academic Dishonesty Policy set forth in Marshall University's 
Student Code of Conduct. 

*'Unauthorized' means without explicit permission from the instructor. Violation of (1) or (2) will result in all 
necessary disciplinary actions taken against the student. 

 
Writing Resources 
Writing Center: Located on the 2nd floor of the Drinko Library, the MU Writing Center provides an invaluable resource 
staffed by tutors who provide free writing assistance for Marshall University students. You can schedule an 
appointment with a writing tutor to help you at any point in the composition process—brainstorming to revising—
or to help you with citation. The Writing Center also provides Research Librarians who can assist you with finding 
applicable research for an essay—please note, however, Research Librarians are not writing tutors and will not assist 
you with composition. You can schedule an appointment with the Writing Center at the following web address: 
marshall.mywconline.com. 

 
 
Course Schedule 

Date Topics Covered & Assignments Due 

WEEK ONE 
MWF 

(1/08, 1/10, 1/12) 

1. Introduction to the Course 
2. Review Course Syllabus 
3. Low-Stakes Activities 
Assign Medium-Stakes Writing 1. 
 

WEEK TWO 
MWF 

(1/15, 1/17, 1/19) 
 

No Class Monday (1/15): Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
1. Read “Reading Critically” in Perspectives (pp. 2-7) by the beginning of class Wed. 1/17. 
2. Read “Writing a Summary” in Perspectives (pp. 41-45) by the beginning of class Wed. 1/17. 
3. Read “Dream Machines” by Will Wright in Perspectives (pp. 46-49). Complete the Personal 
Response and Questions 1, 3, and 4 on page 49 by the beginning of class Wed. 1/17. 
4. Low-Stakes Activities 
Medium-Stakes Writing 1 due by the beginning of class Wed. 1/17.  
 

WEEK THREE 
MWF 

(1/22, 1/24, 1/26) 

Assign and Review Analysis Paper 1 
1. Read “Generating Ideas and Discovering Your Topic” in Perspectives (pp. 22-23) by the 
beginning of class Mon. 1/22.  
2. Read “Hip-Hop’s Betrayal of Black Women” by Jennifer McLune in Perspectives (pp. 192-
97). Complete the Personal Response and Question 1 on page 197 by the beginning of class 
Wed. 1/24. 
3. Low-Stakes Activities 
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WEEK FOUR 
MWF 

(1/29, 1/31, 2/02) 

1. Review “Paraphrasing,” “Quoting,” and “Integrating Source Materials into Your Paper” in 
Perspectives (pp. 101-111) by the beginning of class Mon. 1/29. 
2. Read “Taking Country Music Back from the Bros” by Ian Crouch (online) by the beginning of 
class Wed. 1/31. 
3. Low-Stakes Activities. 

WEEK FIVE 
MWF 

(2/05, 2/07, 2/09) 

1. Analysis Paper 1 Workshop Mon. 2/05. Bring laptop and digital copy of your paper to work 
on during class time. 
2. Peer-Review Analysis Paper 1 Wed. 2/07. Bring 2 printed copies of your paper to share with 
your peers. 
3. Analysis Paper 1 Final Drafts due by beginning of class Fri. 2/09 (Blackboard Submission). 
4. Low-Stakes Writings: Post-Paper Reflection. 
 

WEEK SIX 
MWF 

(2/12, 2/14, 2/16) 

Assign and Review Analysis Paper 2 
1. Research Instruction 
2. Low-Stakes Activities 

WEEK SEVEN 
MWF 

(2/19, 2/21, 2/23) 

1. Read “The Tragic, Forgotten History of Zombies” by Mike Mariami (online) by the 
beginning of class Mon. 2/19. 
2. Read “Do Video Games Kill?” by Karen Sternheimer in Perspectives (pp. 182-92). Complete 
Question 4 on page 192 and write about what genre or genres of video games Sternheimer 
focuses on in her essay by the beginning of class Wed. 2/21. 
3. Low-Stakes Activities. 

WEEK EIGHT 
MWF 

(2/26, 2/28, 3/02) 
 

1. Read “The Collective Conscience of Reality Television” by Serena Elavia in Perspectives (pp. 
220-23). Complete the Personal Response and Question 1 on page 223 by the beginning of 
class Mon. 2/26. 
2. Low-Stakes Activities. 

WEEK NINE 
MWF 

(3/05, 3/07, 3/09) 

1. Analysis Paper 2 Workshop Mon. 3/05. Bring a laptop and digital copy of your paper to 
work on during class time. 
2. Peer Review Analysis Paper 2 Wed. 3/07. Bring 2 printed copies of your paper to share with 
your peers. 
3. Analysis Paper Final Draft due by beginning of class Friday 3/09 (Blackboard submission). 
4. Low-Stakes Writing: Post-Paper Reflection 

WEEK TEN 
MWF 

(3/12, 3/14, 3/16) 

Assign and Review Argumentative Research Paper 
1. Read “Scientists Aren’t the Only Innovators: We Really Need Artists” by Sarah Lewis in 
Perspectives (197-201). Complete the Personal Response and Questions 2 and 4 on pages 
200-201 by the beginning of class Mon. 3/12. 
2. Read “Writing a Research Paper” in Perspectives (121-26) by the beginning of class Wed. 
3/14. 
3. Low-Stakes Activities. 

WEEK ELEVEN 
 (3/19, 3/21, 3/23) 

No Class—Spring Break. 
 

WEEK TWELVE 
MWF 

(3/26, 3/28, 3/30) 

1. Read “What American Pop Culture Tells the World” by Alyssa Rosenberg (online) by the 
beginning of class Mon. 3/26. 
2. Read “The Wolfenstein Dilemma: Can Big Games Handle Big Themes?” by Brendan Keogh 
(online) by the beginning of class Wed. 3/28. 
3. Low-Stakes Activities. 

WEEK THIRTEEN 
MWF 

(4/02, 4/04, 4/06) 

1. Read “Our Photoshopping Disorder” by Eric Cunningham in Perspectives (215-19) and 
complete the Personal Response on page 219 by the beginning of class Mon. 4/02. 
2. Low-Stakes Activities. 
3. Assign Argumentative Research Paper Conference Times. 

WEEK FOURTEEN 
MWF 

(4/09, 4/11, 4/13) 

No Class: Argumentative Research Paper Conferences. Complete first drafts due by date and 
time of scheduled conference (Blackboard submission). 



WEEK FIFTEEN 
MWF 

(4/16, 4/18, 4/20) 

1. Argumentative Research Paper Workshop Mon. 4/16. Bring a laptop and digital copy of 
your paper to work on during class time. 
2. Peer Review Argumentative Research Paper Wed. 4/18. Bring 2 printed copies of your 
paper to share with your peers. 
3. Argumentative Research Paper Final Draft due by the beginning of class Friday 4/20 
(Blackboard submission). 
4. Low-Stakes Activities: Post-Paper Reflection. 
5. ENG 201 Composition Assessment Master Document—submitted during class time Fri. 
4/20. 

WEEK SIXTEEN 
MWF 

(4/23, 4/25, 4/27) 
 

1. Assign Medium Stakes 3 
2. Medium Stakes 3 due by the end of class Fri. 4/27. 
3. Low-Stakes Activities. 

**As the instructor, I reserve the right to alter the course syllabus or schedule at any time should the need arise. You 
will always be informed in advance of any changes made to this course document, and the revised document will be 
made available immediately through the class page in Blackboard.** 
 

 


