
Marshall University Course Syllabus 
 

Course Title/Number  English 201-216: Advanced Composition  
Semester/Year Spring 2018 
Days/Time Monday and Wednesday, 2:00-3:15pm 
Location 102 Harris Hall  
Instructor Dr. Anthony J. Viola 
Office 316 Corbly Hall 
Phone (304) 696-6691 
E-Mail viola@marshall.edu 
Office Hours Face-to-Face: Monday 1:00-2:00; Tuesday and Thursday 12:30-3:00; by appointment. 

Virtual: Monday and Wednesday 3:30-4:00; Tuesday and Thursday 3:00-4:30. 
University Policies By enrolling in this course, you agree to the University Policies listed below. Please read 

the full text of each policy be going to www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs and clicking 
on “Marshall University Policies.”  Or, you can access the policies directly by going to 
http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/?page_id=802  
Academic Dishonesty/ Excused Absence Policy for Undergraduates/ Computing Services 
Acceptable Use/ Inclement Weather/ Dead Week/ Students with Disabilities/ Academic 
Forgiveness/ Academic Probation and Suspension/ Academic Rights and Responsibilities 
of Students/ Affirmative Action/ Sexual Harassment  

 
Course Description 

From Catalog: 201: Advanced Composition. 3 hrs. An advanced composition course centered on critical reading, 
writing, and research skills.  (PR: A grade of “C” or higher in ENG 101) 
  
Course Philosophy: ENG 201 is a second-semester composition course that builds on the research, writing, and 
critical thinking skills students acquire in ENG 101. To help foster students’ development in those areas, there 
are seven course themes from which students can choose: Arts in Culture, Business and Consumer Culture, 
Community and Identity, Education and Literacy, Health, Mind, and Body, Pop Culture and Mass Media, and 
Science, Environment, and Technology. The themes are reflective of some of the disciplinary conversations 
students might encounter in their majors and are meant to engage students in areas of research that suit their 
particular interests. 

 
Course Theme: Business and Consumer Culture: The Privatization of Public Services 
Over the past few decades, the practices of US state and federal governments “privatizing” public services 
have increased as an attempt to improve efficiency, increase customer service, encourage innovation and 
manage overall costs. Many Americans may not be aware that more and more state and federal services are 
being handled by “for profit” and “nonprofit” private contractors.  For example, many states operate Welfare 
Reform and Child Support Enforcement through private contractors.  There has been an ongoing debate to 
privatize Social Security benefits.  These are just some of the facets regarding privatization of services 
traditionally provided by governments.  We will examine the causes, effects, the benefits and risks, and the 
overall need for accountability regarding this increasingly popular trend. 

Learning Outcomes 
Many, if not all, of these Learning Outcomes will be achieved through the process of writing and speech.  

Course Student Learning 
Outcomes  

How students will practice each outcome in this 
Course 

How student achievement 
of each outcome will be 
assessed in this Course 

Develop rhetorical • Completing assigned readings and/or Activities (Lesson Plans) 

mailto:viola@marshall.edu
http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs
http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/?page_id=802
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knowledge across contexts 
and audiences.  
 

screenings; responding to assigned question 
prompts; submitting written answers.  

• Conferencing with instructor regarding 
feedback on written assignments. 

• Producing multiple drafts of formal writing. 
• Participating with classmates in group work. 

Group Presentation  
 

Develop writing projects 
across multiple drafts.  
 

• Completing assigned readings and/or 
screenings; responding to assigned question 
prompts; submitting written answers.  

• Conferencing with instructor regarding 
feedback on written assignments. 

• Producing multiple drafts of formal writing. 
• Participating with classmates in group work. 

Second Research Essay  
 

Apply knowledge of 
information literacy and 
ethical citation practices.  
 

• Completing assigned readings and/or 
screenings; responding to assigned question 
prompts; submitting written answers.  

• Conferencing with instructor regarding 
feedback on written assignments. 

• Producing multiple drafts of formal writing. 
• Participating with classmates in group work. 

First Research Essay 
Second Research Essay  

Apply knowledge of 
sentence-level mechanics 
and usage.  
 

• Completing assigned readings and/or 
screenings; responding to assigned question 
prompts; submitting written answers.  

• Conferencing with instructor regarding 
feedback on written assignments. 

• Producing multiple drafts of formal writing. 
• Participating with classmates in group work. 

Peer Review  
Annotated Bibliography  
 

 

Required Texts, Additional Reading, and Other Materials 
1. From Critical Thinking to Argument, 5th Ed. (Sylvan Barnet and Hugo Bedau). 
2. Additional Readings posted on MU Online and/or provided through hyperlinks posted on MU Online. 

Course Requirements/Due Dates (For a more thorough list of due dates, please see the Course Schedule): 
1. Activities (Lesson Plans): There will be a total of 13 Activities (LPs) where students can earn up to 2 points.  

The lowest 3 grades will be dropped.  Activities (LPs) will count toward 20% of your Final Grade.  There are 
no make-up options regarding Activities (LPs) for students with unexcused absences.  For students who 
have excused absences, you must submit your “late” Activity (LP) the very next class meeting in order to 
be considered for full credit.  The goal of the Activities (LPs) is to better prepare you to be a researcher 
and writer and to aid you in your success of the longer, more formal assignments.  Activities (LPs) will be 
posted on MU Online.  See Course Schedule for Due Dates.    

2. First Research Essay: Exact guidelines will be posted on the Assignment Sheet.  Length will be 
approximately 4-5 pages, and 3 academic sources will be required.  DUE: 2/14 (First Draft); 2/21 
(Second Draft). 

3. Second Research Essay (First Draft): Exact guidelines will be posted on the Assignment Sheet.  Length 
will be approximately 7-8 pages, and 5 academic sources will be required.  DUE: 4/4 (First Draft); 4/11 
(Second Draft) 
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4. Second Research Essay (Second Draft): A significant revision of the First Draft after conferencing with 

your instructor.  DUE: April 30 by 4pm.  
5. Annotated Bibliography: Exact guidelines will be posted on the Assignment Sheet.  Length will be 

approximately 5-6 pages, and 5 academic sources will be required.  DUE: 3/14. 
6. Group Presentation: Exact guidelines will be posted on the Assignment Sheet.  Length of the 

presentation will 10-12 minutes.  This will be a PowerPoint (or equivalent) presentation.  DUE: 4/23 or 
4/25. 

7. Peer Reviews: Exact guidelines will be posted on the Assignment Sheet.  These will occur on 2/14 and 
4/4.     

8. Participation: Arriving to class prepared and able to contribute to the day’s learning outcomes will 
earn you full participation points.  Students with unexcused absences cannot gain participation points 
on the days of those absences.   

Peer Review Breakdown and Policies 
Each Peer Review session is worth up to 5 points total.  The following is how the point values can add up.  In 
order to receive any of these points, you MUST arrive to class ON TIME.  
 

Complete (full) hard copy of your draft 3 points 
Abbreviated hard copy of your draft 1.5 points  
Incomplete (more than one full page) hard copy of your draft  1 point 
No draft  0 points 
Answering all of the questions during the Peer Review session  1 point  
Answering and submitting the follow-up questions as per the instructions  1 point  
 
If you cannot attend a Peer Review session due to what would count as an excused absence (look to the 
Attendance Policy listed below to see what constitutes an excused absence) then you can gain credit by 
completing the following: 

1. Contacting a peer in class and requesting that they provide you with a copy of their draft.  (This draft 
MUST be a complete draft in order to be considered for full point value). 

2. Answering all of the questions on the Peer Review sheet (make sure you type your answers). 
3. Submitting your response to me no later than the day the Final Draft of the assignment is due.  (This 

may be sent as an email attachment.)   
 
Grading Policy 
English 201 written and oral assignments are graded based on the overall quality of the writing, thinking, and 
creativity, taking into account the following: how well it fulfills the assignment; to what extent it demonstrates the 
principles taught in the course or expected of students entering the course; how effectively it communicates with 
its audience; to what extent it engages its audience; how easily it can be read and comprehended (organization, 
grammatical correctness, physical appearance); how well developed it is; any other criteria set forth by a particular 
assignment.  The following numerical breakdown will be used to determine letter grades:   
 

Activities  20%  Second Research Essay  20%  A 90-100 
First Research Essay 10% (Second Draft)   B 80-89 
Annotated Bibliography  10% Group Presentation  10%  C 70-79 
Second Research Essay  10% Peer Reviews 10%  D 60-69 
(First Draft)  Participation  10%  F 0-59 
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Attendance Policy 

1. For all excused absences, whether they be personal (illness, injury, or urgent family situation, such as a 
death or critical illness, or other pressing personal issues) or official (university-sponsored activities, 
such as official athletic events, ROTC, student government and student organization activities, etc, and 
absences due to other official activities, such as jury duty, short-term military obligations, religious 
holidays, etc.), SUBMIT the proper paperwork though Student Affairs (Location: 2W38 Memorial 
Student Center; Link: http://www.marshall.edu/student-affairs/excused-absence-form/) 

2. After 4 unexcused absences, a student’s course grade is lowered by 10 points.  After 5 unexcused 
absences, a student cannot pass the class.  It is EXPECTED that you attend class regularly.   

 
Group Work 
Students are expected to divide the workload equally when working in groups.  Students must notify the 
instructor 48 hours or less before the due date of a project or presentation, if a group member (or members) 
has (or have) been delinquent and lacking in his/her/their responsibilities.  Students who are delinquent will 
receive no (0) points for this assignment.  The only other option for students who are delinquent is to 
complete an assignment alone and ON TIME (you must meet with the instructor to discuss guidelines).  Also, 
students who feel uncomfortable with her/his group or her/his group’s research practices and policies must 
inform the instructor no more than 24 hours after the scheduled deadline of a project or delivery of a 
presentation.  Any complaint or concern made after this 24-hour deadline will be considered null and void.    
 
Civil Discourse, Rights, and Responsibilities 
In our class discussions, in our readings, and in our writing throughout this academic term, we will be examining 
ideas from diverse perspectives.  At this university, students and faculty are afforded an academic environment that 
allows for intellectual expression; challenging issues and ideas may arise, but none of these should be expressed in 
an inappropriate manner either verbally or in writing.  One of the goals of a university is to challenge us to think 
again about what we know (and all that we don’t know).   This demands that we all share the responsibility for 
creating and maintaining a civil learning environment in our classrooms and in the larger university community: we 
will be conscious of and accept responsibility for what we say and do, how we act, how our words and actions have 
consequences, and how our words and actions affect others.  As part of this awareness we will avoid sexist, racist, 
and heterosexist language.  We will not perpetuate stereotypes.    
 
Marshall University Copyright Notice 
All materials used in this class (in any form, electronic, printed, or verbal), including, but not limited to, exams, 
quizzes, handouts, lectures, homework assignments, and all material on the university’s learning management 
system (currently Blackboard) and its peripherals, are copyright protected works under US Code Title 17.  See 
full Copyright Notice on MU Online after you log in: https://marshall-bb.blackboard.com 

Additional Course-Related Policies 
1. If any student feels he or she may suffer from any type of disability, please contact Disability Services.  

You may do this by accessing the following link: http://www.marshall.edu/academic-
affairs/policies/#Disability 

2. As a regular policy, when students visit my office, I will always keep my office door open.  You must 
request that my office door be closed if you want to discuss sensitive, confidential, or private matters.  
I follow my “open-door” policy to secure the comfort of all my students.  

3. The instructor reserves the right to the Course Schedule and due dates.  If this occurs, updates will be 
announced in class.  It is important to keep track of what occurs in class if absent.  Absenteeism is not 
valid for missing or (turning in late) an assignment.  See Attendance Policy.     

http://www.marshall.edu/student-affairs/excused-absence-form/
https://marshall-bb.blackboard.com/webapps/portal/execute/tabs/tabAction?tab_tab_group_id=_1_1
http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/policies/#Disability
http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/policies/#Disability


Viola/Course Syllabus - 5 
4. I typically do not provide extensive feedback on assignments or student writing through email or 

phone.  Such feedback can be given by seeing me during office hours or some other arranged time. 
5. E-Mail Policy: I only respond to students who communicate using their Marshall Email accounts and 

provide enough clarifying information so that I may understand who you are and what your concern is.  
 
 
Instructions on How to Navigate Through MU Online 

1. Log in to the Marshall University website (www.marshall.edu). 
2. Access the MU Online link to and log in.  
3. Click onto the course you are enrolled in (Eng 201-???). 
4. You should be able to find the appropriate folder you are looking for: for example, Syllabi, Assignment 

Sheets, Rubrics, etc. 
     
 
Course Schedule  
 
CW: Class Work     LP: Lesson Plan 
HW: Homework     PR: Peer Review   
MUO: MU Online     FCTA: From Critical Thinking to Argument  
 
Monday  (1/8) 
CW: Course Syllabus and Policies 

Wednesday (1/10) 
CW: Course Theme; Course Overview (MUO) 
 
HW: LP #1 (Pros and Cons of Topics) 
 

1 

Monday  (1/15) 
No Class: Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

Wednesday (1/17) 
CW: LP #1 Due; Class activity  
 
HW: LP #2 (Logical Assumptions) 
 

2 

Monday  (1/22) 
CW: LP #2 Due; Class activity  
 
HW: Read pp. 88-120 in FCTA 

Wednesday (1/24) 
CW: Discuss Reading; Class activity  
 
HW: LP #3 (Rhetorical Evidence)  
 

3 

Monday  (1/29) 
CW: LP #3 Due; Class activity 
 
HW: LP #4 (Course Theme #1) 

Wednesday (1/31) 
Meet in Drinko 349 
CW: LP #4 Due; Class Activity; First Research 
Essay Assignment Sheet; Discussion of Topics 
 
HW: Prep for Research Day (Drinko 138) 
 

4 

Monday  (2/5) 
Meet in Drinko 138 
CW: Research Day; have prepared questions  
 

Wednesday (2/7) 
CW: Screening of “Prisons for Profits”; Class 
activity 
 
HW: LP #5 (“Prisons for Profit”) 
 

5 
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Monday  (2/12) 
CW: LP #5 Due; Class activity  
 
HW: Work on First Draft of Essay #1  

Wednesday (2/14) 
CW: Peer Review of First Draft of First Research 
Essay 
 
HW: LP #6 (Course Theme #2) 
 

6 

Monday  (2/19) 
CW: LP #6 Due; Class Activity  
 
HW: LP #7 (Read pp. 135-60; 166-72 in FCTA) 
Finalize Second Draft of First Research Essay 
 

Wednesday (2/21) 
CW: Second Draft of First Research Essay Due; 
LP #7 (part 2); Class activity; Annotated 
Bibliography Assignment  
 
HW: LP #8 (Visual Rhetoric #2) 
 
 

7 

Monday  (2/26) 
Meet in Drinko 349 
CW: LP #8 Due; Class activity  
 

Wednesday (2/28) 
VIRTUAL CLASS  
Work on LP #9 (Annotated Bibliography 
beginnings): MUO; due by 11:59pm  
 

8 

Monday  (3/5) 
NO CLASS 
Conferences in CH 316 (bring LP #9) 

Wednesday (3/7) 
NO CLASS 
Conferences in CH 316 (bring LP #9) 
 

9 

Monday  (3/12) 
VIRTUAL CLASS  
Work on Online Class Activity: MUO 

Wednesday (3/14) 
CW: Annotated Bibliography Due; Second 
Research Essay Assignment Sheet   
 
HW: Brainstorm about topics for Second 
Research Essay 
 

10 

Monday  (3/19) 
NO CLASS  
SPRING BREAK 
 

Wednesday (3/21) 
NO CLASS 
SPRING BREAK 

B 

Monday  (3/26) 
Meet in Drinko 349  
CW: Second Research Essay Topic Discussion  
 
HW: LP #10 (Course Theme #3) 

Wednesday (3/28) 
Meet in Drinko 349 
CW: LP #10 Due; Conduct in-class Critical 
Summary  
 
HW: LP #11 (MLA and Quoting) 
 

11 

Monday  (4/2) 
Meet in Drinko 349 
CW: LP #11 Due; Class activity  
 
HW: Work on First Draft of Second Research 
Essay  
 

Wednesday (4/4) 
CW: Peer Review of First Draft of Second 
Research Essay  
 
 
 

12 
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Monday  (4/9) 
Meet in Drinko 349  
CW: Visual Rhetoric; Excel Lesson  
 
HW: Work on Second Draft of Second 
Research Essay  
 

Wednesday (4/11) 
CW: Second Draft of Second Research Essay 
Due; Group Presentation Assignment Sheet   
 
 
 

13 

Monday  (4/16) 
VIRTUAL CLASS  
Work on LP #12 (Quotation Sandwich): MUO; 
due by 11:59pm  
 

Wednesday (4/18) 
Meet in Drinko 349 
CW: Group Work for Presentations 
 
HW: Work on Group Presentations  
 

14 

Monday  (4/23) 
CW: Group Presentations  

Wednesday (4/25) 
CW: Group Presentations  
HW: Revise Second Research Essay  
 

15 

Monday  (4/30) 
4pm 

Revised Draft of Second Research Essay Due  
LP #13 (Reflection) Due  
 
 
 

F 
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