
Course Title:  ENG 201/206: Advanced Composition (3 CR) 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
201 Advanced Composition (3 CR) 
From Catalog: An advanced composition course centered on critical reading, writing, and research skills for  
 the disciplines.  
  (Prerequisite: ENG 101 with a grade of C or better OR ENG 101P with a grade of C or better)  

From Me: Throughout this semester, we will work on conveying your thoughts as clearly as possible 
while studying various aspects of the research process. Process. I’m not a fan of that word since most seem 
to think “process” indicates one way of doing things. That is not necessarily true.  
 We will use this semester to think through various issues within the theme of science, technology, 
and the environment. Specifically, we’ll look at how video games increasingly make up a larger part of our 
culture. We will investigate a variety of issues through a lot of writing and discussion. We'll go back to our 
writing and develop the ideas that are there to deepen our understanding of specific issues within gaming. 
Some of that writing may lead to your research project and some may not. Therefore, we will follow a 
process, but one that is broad enough to adapt to your own writing style.  
 By the end of the semester, you will have generated the equivalent of at least twenty typed, 
double-spaced pages. 

Semester/Year Spring 2018

Days/Time MWF 10:00a-10:50a

Location Corbly Hall 304

Instructor Nathan Rucker

Office Corbly Hall 459

Phone (304) 696-6404

E-Mail rucker37@marshall.edu

Office/Hours M 11a-2p; T 11a-12:30p; W 11a-3p—online; TR 11a-12:30p

University Policies By enrolling in this course, you agree to the University Policies listed below. 
Please read the full text of each policy by going to www.marshall.edu/
academic-affairs and clicking on “Marshall University Policies.” Or, you can 
access the policies directly by going to www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/
policies/.  

Academic Dishonesty/Excused Absence Policy for Undergraduates/
Computing Services Acceptable Use/Inclement Weather/Dead Week/Students 
with Disabilities/Academic Forgiveness/Academic Probation and Suspension/
Academic Rights and Responsibilities of Students/Affirmative Action/Sexual 
Harassment 

The policies listed in this syllabus expand on the University Policies above 
and apply directly to this course.

mailto:rucker37@marshall.edu
http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs
http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/policies/
http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/policies/#AcademicDishonesty
http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/policies/#ExcusedAbsences
http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/policies/#UCS
http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/policies/#InclementWeather
http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/policies/#DeadWeek
http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/policies/#Disability
http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/policies/#Forgiveness
http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/policies/#ProbationUndergrad
http://www.marshall.edu/student-conduct/files/2300_Student_Conduct.pdf
http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/policies/#AAUndergrad
http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/policies/#Harassment
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REQUIRED READING 
MLA Handbook, 8th Edition by Modern Language Association of America (published 2017) 

ISBN-10: 1603292624 
ISBN-13: 9781603292627 

Other readings will be made available on MUOnline or otherwise provided by the professor. 

REQUIRED MATERIALS 
• Money for photocopying/printing. Throughout the course I may make several documents 

(handouts/readings/exercises/assignments) available through MUOnline and I expect these to 
be brought to class. Additionally, you will be responsible for printing out multiple drafts of 
assignments for peer review. 

• A notebook or paper to every class period for note taking and other classroom exercises and/or 
activities. 

• Also bring a writing utensil to every class period as well. 

OBJECTIVES AND OUTCOMES FOR THE COURSE 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

-High-Stakes Writing Assignments- 

• Proposal and Annotated Bibliography 
You will develop a research proposal that outlines your plans to research and write about 
an issue related to science, technology, and/or the environment. Your proposal will outline 
your research questions and a working thesis, as well as a plan for proceeding in the 
research process. You will need to include an annotated bibliography of no fewer than 
seven (7) sources. 
Further details to follow. 
(Due from 5:00pm Wednesday, March 14-16 by 12:00pm through MUOnline) 

• Argumentative Research Essay (2200 words) 
You will compose a research-based essay defending your idea, or stance, on a topic that 
follows a sustained argument demonstrating a complex line of thought and building off of 
the basic writing conventions that we have studied. 

Course Student Learning 
Outcomes 

How students will practice 
each outcome in this 
Course

How each outcome will be assessed in 
this course

1 Students will demonstrate rhetorical 
knowledge across contexts and 
audiences.

In-class writing; class discussion, 
class readings, reading responses

Game Review; Proposal and Annotated 
Bibliography; Summary/Response Essays; 
Argumentative Research Essay

2 Students will develop writing projects 
through multiple drafts.

Individual conferences; peer 
review; group work; lab days; 
reading responses

Proposal and Annotated Bibliography; 
Argumentative Research Essay

3 Students will apply knowledge of 
information literacy and ethical 
citation practices.

In-class writing activities; in-
class research activities; class 
discussion; class readings; 
reading responses

Proposal and Annotated Bibliography; 
Argumentative Research Essay

4 Students will apply knowledge of 
sentence-level mechanics and usage.

Reading responses; in-class 
writing, class discussion, class 
readings; reading responses

Game Review; Proposal and Annotated 
Bibliography; Summary/Response Essays; 
Argumentative Research Essay
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Further details to follow. 
Version 1: (Due from 5:00pm Wednesday, April 14-16 by 12:00pm through MUOnline) 
Final Version: (Due from 5:00pm Wednesday, April 25-27 by 12:00pm through MUOnline) 

-Medium-Stakes Writing Assignments- 

• Game Review (500 words)  
You will write a short review of a game you have played to think critically about why the 
game you choose is worth a player's time. The choice of videogame is up to you. To 
quote the gaming website, Polygon, you will want "to present and support a detailed 
holistic critique of a game [regarding] how effective you found it." You will want to write 
your review without assuming your audience knows anything about it.  
Further details to follow.  
(Due from 5:00pm Wednesday, January 17-19 by 12:00pm through MUOnline) 

• Two (2) Summary/Response Essays (500 words each) 
You will be required to write two Summary/Response Essays after viewing two 
documentaries on gaming culture. We will watch one film as a class—Indie Game: The 
Movie and you will watch a second film on your own outside of class.  
Further details to follow. 
Indie Game S/R  
(Due from 5:00pm Wednesday, January 31-February 2 by 12:00pm through MUOnline) 
Individual Film S/R 
(Due from 5:00pm Wednesday, February 7-9 by 12:00pm through MUOnline) 

-Low-Stakes Writing Assignments- 

• Reading Responses (Variable length) 
You will be required to respond to course readings throughout the semester in order for 
us to engage in thoughtful discussions about the material and to give yourself a chance 
to ask questions as they arise. For each reading, you will be required to respond to a 
series of questions as homework, assisting you in your efforts to come to class prepared 
and having read the assigned reading. If I suspect students are circumventing this 
process and discussion/engagement is lagging, these reading responses will be turned 
into in-class reading quizzes. 
Further details to follow. 
(Due throughout the semester through MUOnline at professor's discretion) 

• Assessment Packet & Reflection 
You will write a 1-2 page reflection on your work through this semester. You will want to 
discuss your development as a writer by discussing your work on the culminating 
assignment—your research essay—in relation to the outcomes of the course (listed on 
page 2). Additionally, in our course's final exam period you will be required to assemble 
your drafts, reflection, and assignment sheet into an Assessment Packet that you will 
upload to MUOnline. 
Further details to follow. 
(Completed and due in class on Monday, April 30th from 10:15am-12:15pm through 
MUOnline) 

• In-class Writing (Variable length) 
Nearly every day of class you will respond to prompts provided by me that serve to help 
focus your thinking on that day’s material or practice skills related to our topics. 
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Academic Dishonesty 
In this class, I follow the University’s Policies on Academic Dishonesty (see above). In addition to those 
policies, I will also clarify the university’s “general definition” of plagiarism throughout the semester as 
needed to facilitate ethical student achievement in this course. 
  
I define plagiarism as submitting as one's own work or creation any material or an idea wholly or in part 
created by another; this includes work the student submitted for another course. Additionally, you must 
explicitly tell the reader that you are incorporating someone else's words, thoughts, ideas, or research into 
your work; otherwise, the reader would assume by default these are all yours, and thus you are 
committing plagiarism. Therefore, any instance of academic dishonesty in this class will result in a zero on 
that specific exercise and I will report the work to Academic Affairs for Academic Dishonesty.  

Therefore, any time you are not sure about whether or not something would count as academic dishonesty, 
please talk to me about it. Either bring it up in class, visit during office hours, or email me. I can help.    

GRADING PHILOSOPHY & POLICY 
All major assignments must be completed. Failure to complete all major assignments will result in a grade 
of F.  I will use a 1000-point grading system for your total course grade which means the following:  

1000-900=A; 899-800=B; 799-700=C; 699-600=D; 599-below=F. 

This will breakdown in the following way.  

Spelling, Grammar and Mechanics 
Throughout the semester we will write in different genres and/or modes. It should be noted that the 
expectations of how you use language will and should vary depending on the genre and/or mode of the 
assignment.  

For example, a personal essay would be written in a more informal and even conversational tone (eg. 
contractions and slang would be A-Ok. I mean, it is personal.); however, an academic essay would be 
better served by a more formal approach to your language, tone, and word choice. Something along the 

-COURSE REQUIREMENTS- -POINT VALUE-

High-stakes Assignments 

Proposal / Annotated Bib 150

Research Essay 250

Medium-stakes Assignments

Game Review 100

Summary/Response Essay 1 150

Summary/Response Essay 2 150

Low-stakes Assignments

Reading Responses 150

Completion of Assessment Packet 
and Final Reflection

50

TOTAL 1000

Assessment Packet
5%

Reading Responses
15%

S/R Essay 2
15%

S/R Essay 1
15%

Proposal/Annotated Bib
15%

Research Essay
25%

Game Review
10%
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lines of a review for a pop culture website may fall somewhere in the middle. "Form follows function" as 
the architect Louis Sullivan coined. As writers, we need to be sensitive to our language and adjust how we 
write for different purposes.  

On each major assignment I will clarify my expectations of how I expect you to use language for that 
project. 

ATTENDANCE & TARDINESS POLICY 
I follow the class attendance policy for excused absences acknowledged by Marshall University, which can 
be found on the Academic Affairs Policies web page located at:  
http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/policies/#ExcusedAbsences 

In addition to these policies, for this class I will also allow six unexcused absences. Additionally, any 
absence for a class of mine must go through the Office of Student Affairs located in the Memorial 
Student Center. Any subsequent absence will result in me dropping your total class grade by one letter. In 
the case of any absence, excused or unexcused, it is your responsibility to make up any work missed by 
consulting the syllabus and a classmate as well as come to the following classes prepared and ready to 
participate. 
Excessive tardiness (more than 5 minutes late) will also count toward absences with every 3 tardies 
equaling out to 1 absence.  

As a note, I define being present for class as more than just showing up and sitting in your seat. I expect 
everyone to come prepared for that day's activities and to participate in class discussion. Obviously, to do 
this, you should expect to bring your textbook every day to class as our readings from this book as well as 
your writings will serve as basis for class discussion. If anyone does not follow this policy they may be 
dismissed from class.  
Email Correspondence  
I do not check work-related email after 5:00pm Monday-Friday. If you send me an email after 5:00pm, I 
will not read it or reply to you until the next time I hold office hours or the following morning at the 
earliest. If you send me an email after 5:00pm on Friday, I will not read it or reply to you until Monday 
morning at the earliest, but most likely during office hours (see office hours above).  I also cannot answer 
any email from an address other than your Marshall University account. 

All emails must follow this template: 

Subject: ENG 201-206: Brief description of issue or question 

Hello Professor Rucker, 

Here is where you state your issue or ask your question with an academic tone and 
diction. Be brief and be clear, so that I can best respond to you in the same manner. 

Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely, 

Student 

Cellphone Policy 
I know most people carry cellphones, so they are not prohibited from class. I do, however, wish that you 
act in a professional manner in the classroom. Therefore, I expect the following: 

• Keep your cellphone on silent (not vibrate) for the entire length of class. 

https://www.wired.com/2015/09/man-coined-form-follows-function-born-today/
http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/policies/#ExcusedAbsences
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• You may keep your phone on top of the table as I know many of us use our phones to check the time 
(myself included), but please do not abuse this privilege. 

• If you get a phone call or text, dismiss or ignore it until after class. 
• If you need to respond to a text or phone call, please excuse yourself quietly and quickly answer the 

phone in the hallway, quietly making your way back to your seat when you are done. 

If the use of cellphones does become a problem, I will revoke these allowances and ask you to stow your 
phone away for the duration of our class. It's only 50 minutes, so I'm not asking for much time anyway. 

Writing Center  
I highly recommend making use of the Writing Center. It is a free tutoring resource located on the 2nd 
floor of Drinko Library. They can help you with any stage of the writing process, from brainstorming ideas 
to revision. The Writing Center is NOT a proofreading service:  their aim is to help you become a better 
writer, so you will be expected to be an active participant in every session. Basically, think of the WC as a 
tutoring service that uses your writing to facilitate helping you with your individual writing issues. The 
Writing Center’s hours are weekdays 10:00-3:00, with online hours from 7:00-9:00 in the evening.  

More information is located at: 

http://www.marshall.edu/writingcenter/ 

For a direct link to the WC's scheduler to sign up for an account, go to the following link: 

https://marshall.mywconline.com/ 

As proof that you have both read and understood the syllabus, have little trouble using MUOnline as 
well as visited the site for Marshall University's Writing Center, I am requiring you to provide a 
picture of the scheduler after you have signed up for an account and logged in. This can be from 
your phone or from a computer, but must be attached and uploaded to MUOnline in the assignment 
that will be available under "Course Content" on our class page. The assignment will be labeled 
"Syllabus Confirmation.” 

 Schedule Overview   1

Level 1—Tutorial: Introducing the basic writing skills for the course

Week Topics/Deadlines

Week 1 

January 8, 10, 12 
(Add/Drop Week)

- Introductions, Syllabus, Gaming/Culture Issues 
- Read Syllabus and bring two typed discussion questions. 
- Read Week 1 reading for Friday. (on MUOnline) 
- Bring two typed discussion questions by Friday at class time. 
- Read Week 2 reading. (on MUOnline) 
- Complete first Reading Response by Monday. 

Last day of Add/Drop period

 Things can change throughout a course. We may find we need to alter our schedule or syllabus as issues arise. Therefore, I reserve 1

the authority to alter the syllabus or schedule as I see fit as we move through the semester.

http://www.marshall.edu/writingcenter/
https://marshall.mywconline.com/
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Week 2 

January 15 (Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 

Holiday – University 
closed), 17, 19

- Gaming Backgrounds—“What is a videogame?” 
- Discuss Week 2 reading. (on MUOnline) 
- Submit your Game Review from 5:00pm Wednesday through Friday by 

12:00pm.

Level 2—Issues in Gaming: Exploring ideas within the course theme

Week 3 

January 22, 24, 26

- Watch Indie Game:  The Movie. 
- Discuss Film. 
- Introduce Summary & Response.

Week 4 

January 29, 31, 
February 2

- Gaming/Culture Issues: Art 
- Discuss Week 4 reading. 
- Discuss Summary & Response. 
- Submit your Summary & Response Essay on Indie Game:  The Movie from 

5:00pm Wednesday through Friday by 12:00pm.

Week 5 

February 5, 7, 9

- Gaming/Culture Issues:  Representation 
- Discuss Week 5 reading (on MUOnline) 
- Introduce Summary & Response Essay 2. 
- Submit your second Summary & Response Essay on individual film from 

5:00pm Wednesday through Friday by 12:00pm.

Week 6 

February 12, 14, 16

- Gaming/Culture Issues:  Violence  
- Research Process reading. 
- Discuss Week 6 readings.

Week 7 

February 19, 21, 23

- Gaming/Culture Issues: Education 
- Research Process reading. 
- Discuss Week 7 readings.

Week 8 

February 26 , 28, 
March 2

- Brainstorming / Forming Research Questions 
- Discuss MLA Handbook, 8th Edition pp. ix-xiv

Level 3—Research in Gaming: Developing research writing techniques

Week 9 

March 5, 7, 9

- Library Instruction 
- Discuss MLA Handbook, 8th Edition pp. 1-10

Week 10 

March 12, 14, 16 
(Last day to drop an 
individual course)

- Evaluating Sources / Picking the right sources 
- Discuss MLA Handbook, 8th Edition pp. 11-58 
- Submit your Proposal and Annotated Bibliography from 5:00pm 

Wednesday through Friday by 12:00pm. 

Last day to drop an individual class.

Week 11 

March 19, 21, 23 
(Spring Break—

Classes dismissed)

Spring Break—Classes dismissed 

Enjoy your break!!!
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Level 4—Argumentative Essay: Demonstrating research writing techniques

Week 12 

March 26, 28, 30

- Outline & Research Writing Instruction

Week 13 

April 2, 4, 6

- Submit your first Argumentative Research Essay from 5:00pm Wednesday 
through Friday by 12:00pm.

 Final Level—Argumentative Essay: Mastering research writing techniques 

Week 14 

April 9, 11, 13

- Individual Conferences

Week 15 

April 16, 18, 20

- Peer Review / Work Days

Week 16 

April 23, 25, 27

- Course Wrap-up 
- Submit your Final Argumentative Research Essay from 5:00pm Wednesday 

through Friday by 12:00pm.

We only meet on Monday, April 30th during Finals Week!!!

Finals Week 

April 30 (10:15am—
12:15pm)

- Final Exam Period 
- Write a Final Reflection 
- Complete the Assessment Packet (details provided during session). 
- Submit your Assessment Packet during our Final Exam period


