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Marshall University  
ENG 201 – Community and Identity 

The American College Town 
 

Course Title/Number  ENG 201 / Advanced Composition 

Semester/Year Spring 2017 

Days/Time Section 204 – MWF 9:00-9:50  
Section 206 – MWF 10:00-10:50  

Location CH 267 

Instructor John Stromski 

Office CH 329 

Phone 304-696-3366 

E-Mail stromski@marshall.edu 

Office/Hours TR – 2:00 – 4:00 and by appointment 

University Policies By enrolling in this course, you agree to the University Policies listed below. Please 
read the full text of each policy be going to www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs 
and clicking on “Marshall University Policies.”  Or, you can access the policies 
directly by going to http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/?page_id=802  
Academic Dishonesty/ Excused Absence Policy for Undergraduates/ Computing 
Services Acceptable Use/ Inclement Weather/ Dead Week/ Students with 
Disabilities/ Academic Forgiveness/ Academic Probation and Suspension/ 
Academic Rights and Responsibilities of Students/ Affirmative Action/ Sexual 
Harassment  

Course Description: From Catalog 

201 Advanced Composition. (3 hrs.) An advanced composition course centered on critical reading, 
writing, and research skills for the disciplines. (PR: ENG 101 with a grade of C or better) 

 

Thematic Description 

This course will start by asking what may seem to be a relatively easy question: Is Huntington a “College 
Town”? While this question may seem like it can be answered with a simple yes or no, we will seek to 
complicate and interrogate both that question and those answers throughout the semester. Indeed, people 
with different perspectives on their relationship to the university or the city would answer that question 
differently. Reading, thinking, and doing research about the different aspects of this question will help us 
gain a better understanding not only of the city of Huntington, but of Marshall University, and the 
relationship between the campus and the community.  

http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs
http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/?page_id=802
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In order to fully explore this question, we will use several different forms of research. Students will examine 
how Marshall’s standing within the community is interpreted differently by various groups of people; 
students will examine how Marshall’s relationship with Huntington has changed over time; and students will 
examine a contemporary issue of their choice that affects the Marshall/Huntington community.  

 

The table below shows the following relationships:  How each student learning outcomes will be 
practiced and assessed in the course.  

Course Student Learning 
Outcomes  

How students will practice each 
outcome in this Course 

How student 
achievement of each 
outcome will be  assessed  
in this Course 

Students will demonstrate ability 
to formulate solid research 
questions that explore ideas and 
current conversations within the 
course of the theme.  

• In-class Writing Assignments (low 
stakes) 

• Group Work, including one 
whole class workshop (low stakes) 

• Class Discussions (low stakes) 
• Research Synthesis paper 

(medium stakes) 
• Formal Essays (high stakes 

• Research Synthesis 
Paper 

• Formal Essays 

Students will demonstrate ability 
to position themselves within 
public conversations and to 
compose a logical argument 
supported by research.  

 
 

• Class Discussions 
• In-class Writing Assignments 
• Research Synthesis Paper 
• Historical Research Presentation 

(low stakes) 
• Formal Letter (medium stakes) 

• Research Synthesis 
Paper 

• Formal Essays 
• Historical Research 

Presentation 

Students will demonstrate ability 
to attend to issues of audience, 
purpose and rhetorical context. 
 

• Formal Letter 
• Whole-Class Workshops 

• Argumentative 
Research Paper 

• Formal Letter 
• Whole-Class 

Workshops 

Students will demonstrate 
Ability to work with different 
texts as researchers, to mine for 
information, and to effectively 
use research sources, including 
online sources, in their writing. 
 

• In-class Writing Assignments 
• Historical Research activities 
• Research Synthesis 
• Class Readings 

• Research Synthesis 
Paper 

• Formal Essays 
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Students will demonstrate ability 
to inquire into and reflect on 
the development of their 
research and writing in order to 
think critically and objectively 
about their work, internalize 
and clarify their own research 
and writing processes, and to 
self-assess areas in need of 
improvement. 

 

• Whole-class Workshops and 
Responses 

• Historical Research Presentation 
• Revisions 
• In-class Writing Activities 

• Argumentative 
Research Paper 
Reflection Essay 

Students will demonstrate ability 
to recognize how and when to 
use quotation, summary, and 
paraphrase, and how to examine 
the ethics of research and 
writing through proper citation 
methods.  
 

• In-class Writing Assignments 
• Whole-class Workshops 
• Historical Research Presentation 
• Research Synthesis Paper 
• Paper Revisions 

• Research Synthesis 
paper 

• Formal Essays 
• Revisions 

Students will demonstrate ability 
to analyze the stylistic 
conventions and rhetorical 
patterns of selected texts and to 
recognize the different 
stakeholders in an argument. 
 

• Class Discussion 
• Course Readings 
• In-Class Writing Activities 

• Formal Essays 
• Formal Letter 

Students will demonstrate ability 
to understand the importance of 
grammar, mechanics, and 
careful proofreading in the 
process of effective 
communication. 

• In-class Writing Assignments 
• Whole-class Workshops 
• Revisions 

• Formal Essays 
• Revisions 

 

Required Texts, Additional Reading, and Other Materials 

1. The American College Town – Blake Gumprecht 

2. They Say / I Say – 3rd Edition 

At times this course will ask you to independently find primary source material from the community, 
such as newspapers, posters, or media publications. It is your responsibility to locate, watch, or listen 
to these materials.  
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Course Requirements / Due Dates 

“Is Huntington a College Town?” paper (due Jan 11)                                                                     15 points 
Historical Research Paper (due Feb 20)                                                                                          50 points 
 Presentation (Feb 13, 15, 17)                                                                                              15 points    

Argumentative Research Paper (due April 17)                                                                              100 points 
 Research Synthesis Paper (due Mar 13)                                                                              30 points 
 Research Paper Reflection (due April 17)                                                                           15 points                                                                                      
 Full-Class Workshop responses (Weeks 13 and 14)                                                            30 points 

Formal Letter (due during Finals period)                                                                                        30 points 
Participation                                                                                                                                   15 points  
 

Total = 300 points 
 

 

Grading Policy 

Percent                    Grade                    Points 
90-100%                      A                        270-300 
80-89.9%                      B                        240-269 
70-79.9%                      C                        210-239 
60-69.9%                      D                        180-209 

0-59.9%                      F                          0-179 
 

 

Participation Policy 

In this course you are expected to have your materials, be prepared, and participate. Each day of class you 
will be given a (√-), (√ ), or (√+ ) as your daily participation mark. A mark of (√- ) is worth 0 points and 
will be given to students who are unprepared, do not have the necessary materials, or do not participate in 
the class discussion / activity. A mark of (√ ) is worth 1 point and will be given to students who are 
prepared for class and participate within the conversation and activity. A mark of (√+ ) is worth 2 points 
and will be given to students who are prepared and participate within the class, not merely agreeing or 
rephrasing other’s comments, but thinking about and responding to other’s comments, adding something 
substantive to the conversation. Activities such as sleeping in class, disrupting class, using electronic 
devices, or generally other forms of not paying attention or being mentally present, will result in a √- 
participation grade for the day. Various in-class activities, such as peer responses, in-class writings, and 
occasional quizzes will also be factored into your daily participation mark when applicable. At the end of 
the semester, I will average out your check mark rating and convert that into your participation grade.  
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Revision Policy 

If you wish, you may choose to revise the “Is Huntington a College Town?” paper, the Historical Research 
paper, and the Research Synthesis paper. Revisions are due one week after I return the original paper to 
you. If you choose to do a revision, revisions must be significant, beyond simply correcting grammatical 
mistakes and hoping for a higher grade. When doing a revision, you will be able to get up to half of the 
missing points from your original score added to your grade. While revising your paper, make sure to 
turn on “Track Changes” so that I can see the revisions you make.  
 
Assignment Submission, Late Work, and Homework Policies 

The majority of the assignments for this course will be submitted through Blackboard. You are fully 
responsible for ensuring that your assignment is submitted through Blackboard on time.  
 
Late work will be marked down 10% for each day, not each class period, that it is late. If you will be 
absent, email homework and assignments before the beginning of class. 
  
All homework and written assignments must be typed, carefully proofread, and properly formatted 
(12 pt. Times New Roman; 1″ margins; double spaced; stapled; MLA format). 
 

Attendance Policy 

Attendance for this course is REQUIRED, and I expect you to be on time and prepared. You are 
allowed four unexcused absences throughout the semester, after which for each unexcused absence your 
final grade will be lowered by 3% (9 points). KEEP IN MIND that regardless of your absence being 
excused or unexcused, you are still responsible for any work you may have missed during your absence, 
and you will need to meet with me so we can discuss this work. Additionally, there are several class 
activities (e.g. in-class writings, peer reviews, etc.) which are not possible to make-up. Tardiness or 
Lateness will be marked as an L for the day. Three “L”s will equal one absence.   
 
In order for an absence to be excused, it must be designated as excused by the University. I do not count 
absences as excused unless they are specified as such by the University.  
 
One final note on attendance; if you are absent, you should contact a fellow classmate to see what you 
missed. I do not respond to e-mails asking what you missed in class.  
 

Plagiarism Policy 

Don’t do it. I reserve all of my options in terms of what penalties to apply to a case of plagiarism. 
Though penalties may include rewriting the assignment, a zero for the assignment, or receiving a 
zero in the course, every case of plagiarism will be reported to the office of Academic Affairs and to 
the English Department. As stated in the Marshall University Greenbook, plagiarism means: 
Submitting as one’s own work or creation any material or an idea wholly or in part created by 
another. This includes: · Oral, written and graphical material. · Both published and unpublished 
work It is the student’s responsibility to clearly distinguish his/her own work from that created by 
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others. This includes the proper use of quotation marks, paraphrase and the citation of the original 
source. Students are responsible for both intentional and unintentional acts of plagiarism. 
 Oral, written and graphical material 
 Both published and unpublished work” 

 
Electronic Policy  
 
Cell Phones, laptops, and other electronic devices should be turned off before entering the 
classroom. If any devices disrupt the class, it will result in an absence for the day. 

 

Course Schedule 

ACT – The American College Town 
TSIS – They Say I Say 

 
Week 1 (Jan. 9th – Jan. 13th) 
M – Introduction to Class – Write “Is Huntington a College Town?” paper 
W –“Is Huntington a College Town?” paper due 
F – ACT Preface. TSIS 1. In-Class: Identifying and Writing a Research Question 
 
Week 2 (Jan. 16th – Jan. 20th) Defining a College Town and Building a Research Question 
M – Martin Luther King Jr. Day – NO CLASS 
W – ACT Chp. 1 (skip 22-30). TSIS 2 
F – Introduction to Historical Analysis. Trip to Special Collections.   In-Class: Sign-up for Research 
Eras  
 
Week 3 (Jan. 23rd – Jan. 27th) Historicizing College Towns and Using Primary Research 
M – ACT Chp. 3. TSIS 3  
W – Practicing Historical Research. TSIS 4 
F – ACT Chp. 7. TSIS 5 
 
Week 4 (Jan. 30th – Feb 3rd) -  
M – ACT Ch. 4 (108-123) and TSIS 6 
W – ACT Ch. 4 (123-144) and TSIS 7 
F – Sample essays and Presentation Workshop. Write Historical Research Paper 
 
Week 5 (Feb. 6th – Feb. 10th) - Conferences  
M – Conferences (No Class) 
W – Conferences (No Class) 
F – Conferences (No Class) 
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Week 6 (Feb. 13th – Feb. 17th) – Presentations  
M – Presentations 
W – Presentations 
F – Presentations 
 
Week 7 (Feb. 20th – Feb. 24th) Introduction to Primary Research 
M – Historical Research Paper Due.  
W – TSIS 11. In-Class: Conducting and Using Primary Research  
F – TSIS 8 and 9. In-Class: Analyzing Primary Research Results  
 
Week 8 (Feb. 27th – March 3rd) – Marking a Research-Based Argument 
M – In-Class: Locating Sources. Trip to Library 
W – ACT Chp. 9 (skip 322-330). TSIS 14 
F – In-Class: How to Engage with sources. Successfully Using Sources. TSIS 9 
 
Week 9 (March 6th – March 10th) – Using Sources Ethically 
M – ACT chp. 2. TSIS 221. 
W – Introduction to qualitative research 
F – Write Research Synthesis Paper and Sample Essays  
 
Week 10 (March 13th – March 17th) Using Sources Effectively 
M – Research Synthesis Paper due. Interpreting Qualitative Research results   
W – TBD 
F – Write Argumentative Research Paper. Sample Papers 
 
Week 11 (March 20th – March 24th) – SPRING BREAK – NO CLASS 
 
Week 12 (March 27th – March 31st) – Conferences 
M – Conferences (NO CLASS) 
W – Conferences (NO CLASS) 
F – Conferences (NO CLASS) 
 
Week 13 (April 3rd – April 7th) - Full-Class Workshop 
M – Workshop 
W – Workshop 
F – Workshop 
 
Week 14 (April 10th – April 14th) — Full-Class Workshop 
M – Workshop 
W – Workshop 
F – Workshop 
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Week 15 (April 17th – April 21st) – Making Your Argument Public 
M – Argumentative Research Paper Due. Reflective Essay Due. Writing a Formal Letter   
W – Converting Argumentative Research Paper into Formal Letter 
F – TBD 
 
Week 16 (April 24th – April 28th) – Course Reflection 
M – Peer Review 
W – Sample Formal Letters 
F – ACT Chp. 10. Is Huntington a College Town? Last Class Day 
 
Section 204 Finals Period, Friday May 5th, 8:00 a.m. – Formal Letter Due 
Section 206 Finals Period, Monday, May 1st, 10:15 a.m.  – Formal Letter Due 
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