
 

Course 

Title/Number 

ENG 101P: Beginning Composition Plus 
Sections 206 and 208 

Semester/Year Spring 2016 

Days/Time TR 9:00-10:40/TR 11:00-12:40 

Location CH 268 

Instructor Jessica Sowards 

Office Corbly 309 

Phone (304) 696-3342 

Email taylor133@marshall.edu *The best way to get in touch with me outside of class is using this 

email address. Please allow 24 hours for a response to any questions. DO NOT MESSAGE 

ME ON BLACKBOARD.* 

Office Hours TR 1:00-4:00; Online Hours MW 11:00-1:00 
If you need to meet with me outside of my scheduled office hours, simply email me and we 

will arrange a time that works for both of us.  

University Policy By enrolling in this course, you agree to the University Policies listed below. Please read 

the full text of each policy by going to www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs and clicking on 

“Marshall University Policies.”  Or, you can access the policies directly by going to 

http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/?page_id=802  

Attendance Policy You will be allowed four unexcused absences through the course of the semester. After 

that, you will automatically fail the course. Please note, failure to have a rough draft on a 

peer review day will result in you being marked absent for the day. 

 

In order to be successful as a student, regular attendance is a must. We will do several 

workshops throughout the semester to help with the drafting of your papers and the only 

way to benefit from them is to be here. Writing prompts will be given periodically 

throughout the units as well. A sign-in sheet will be passed around at the beginning of class. 

It is your responsibility to sign in. Failure to sign in will result in you being marked absent 

for the day. If you miss class, you cannot make up the work. You cannot turn in papers 

late without an excused absence. Do not ask.  

 

Being late to class is extremely disruptive. Try to always be on time. If you are more than 

fifteen minutes late, you will be marked absent for the day.  

 

Course Description: Introduction to academic writing with emphasis on writing as a multi-stage process, critical 

thinking, and fundamental research strategies and skill. Additional attention on reading, paragraph development, and 

sentence-level writing skills. 

 

Course Goals and Objectives: When you finish this course, you should be able to: think critically and analyze your work 

as well as others, revise and edit work, consider such things as audience when writing a paper, as well as find the writing 

techniques that will be useful to you for the rest of your college career. Readings assigned in this class emphasize a 

variety of writing styles and will serve as examples and starting points for the various writing assignments in class. These 

will help you learn how to write well-thought out papers.  

mailto:taylor133@marshall.edu
http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs
http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs
http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/?page_id=802
http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/?page_id=802
http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/?page_id=802


 

Students in ENG 101 will: Practice Assessment: 

 1. Comprehension of literary and 

informational texts, demonstrated 

through summarizing, paraphrasing, 

and responding to course material, 

including the work of peers. 

Daily readings and activities, peer 

workshops 
Papers 

2. Application of rhetorical concepts, 

including audience considerations, 

genre, and logical appeals. 

Daily readings and activities Rhetorical analysis paper 

3.   Ability to acknowledge and 

evaluate larger social, intellectual, and 

cultural contexts as relevant to their 

particular writing tasks. 

Daily readings and activities Papers 

4.  Ability to write a focused, 

cohesive text that demonstrates 

adequate development of ideas. 

Class discussions, writing prompts, 

drafts 
Papers 

5. Ability to present ideas logically 

and in an organization appropriate for 

an assignment’s purpose. 

Class discussions, writing prompts, 

drafts 
Papers 

6. Application of Standard English 

usage and the ability to proofread for 

surface features such as syntax, 

grammar, punctuation, spelling, and 

textual formatting. 

Daily assignments Papers  

7. Application of ethical citation 

practices. 
Citation practice, prompts Papers 

8. Students will demonstrate ability to 

identify and solve individual writing 

and reading difficulties and 

comprehensively implement peer and 

instructor feedback 

Writing reflections, peer review Rewrites of returned papers 

9. Students will demonstrate the 

ability to generate knowledge as a 

member of the class community as a 

whole and in small peer groups.    

Group work, Class discussions Daily group discussion handouts, Peer 

editing 

 

Required Materials: There is no textbook for this course, but you will be required to read assignments on MUOnline, so 

having internet access is a must. You will also be required to bring the readings to class, either in print or electronic form. 

You will be expected to turn in final drafts of all major projects on MUOnline.  

 

Course Requirements/Due Dates: See attached schedule. 

 

Plagiarism: Plagiarism is cheating! If I discover that you have plagiarized, you will be reported and you will receive a 

zero for the paper. Ignorance is no excuse. We will go over how to format your paper according to MLA standards in 

class and discuss what constitutes plagiarism.  If you are still not sure how to cite something properly, come to me before 



you turn the paper in. The Marshall University Library’s website has several useful tips and links to help you understand 

how to properly cite a source: www.marshall.edu/library. 

 

Furthermore, anything written for this class must be original. That means if you have had me before, you may not turn in 

work that you have used in a previous class. It also means that any work that you turn in for this class should be for this 

class only. 

 

Grading Breakdown: Failure to turn in a paper will result in failure of the class. Assignments may change during the 

semester, depending on class performance. You will be informed of any and all changes made. I reserve the right to have 

pop quizzes on reading assignments should it become evident that a portion of the class is not doing the assigned readings. 

At the beginning of a unit, students will be given a detailed assignment sheet that explains requirements and expectations 

for the paper.  

 

A 100-90% 

B 89-80% 

C 79-70% 

D 69-60% 

F 59-0% 

 

Assignment Length Due Date % 

Participation (Discussions, Workshops, Daily Activities) --- Daily 10% 

Reader Response Sheets 1 pg Every class 15% 

Project 1: Narrative: My Identity-- For this first major assignment, you will focus on 

an aspect of your identity and how it impacts the way people perceive you as well as 

how you perceive the world. 

3 pgs  20% 

Project 2: Designing Your Own Commercial-- For this major assignment, you will 

create a commercial or advertisement of your own with a three page analysis of how 

you took your audience into account. 

3 pgs  20% 

Project 3: Proposal and Annotated Bib-- You will propose an analysis of a genre of 

television, film, or music from a feminist perspective. This annotated bibliography with 

illustrate your area of focus and the research you have done on the topic.  

3 pgs  15% 

Project 4: Gender in Pop Culture-- This final assignment focuses on gender and what 

popular culture teaches us about traditional gender roles. You will examine an aspect of 

popular culture (movies, television shows, advertising, music) and analyze what it is 

trying to teach us. We will watch The Hunger Games as a class and practice analyzing 

it together.  

4 pgs  20% 

 

Students with Disabilities: If you have a disability or a health issue that will impact your attendance or learning 

experience, you must get it documented by the university so I may accommodate you appropriately. Do not wait until the 

end of the semester to do so! In order to receive accommodations, you must meet with the Office of Disability Services 

(located in Prichard Hall 117) and provide documentation.  

 

Class Environment: Throughout the semester, we will discuss issues of gender, race, and class. I expect all discussions 

http://www.marshall.edu/library


to remain civil and for everyone to treat each other with respect. Some of these topics may challenge things that you 

believe in or have been taught to believe are true, particularly those readings about gender that we will do later on in the 

semester. I ask you to come prepared to discuss and question each other on these readings, but to always keep in mind that 

a classroom is a safe environment. I will not tolerate name calling, prejudice, or sexism in the classroom. Such actions are 

a violation of the Student Conduct Code and will be handled accordingly.  

 

Late Papers and Makeup Work: If you know that you will be absent in advance, it is your responsibility to get the work 

that is due on that day to me before the start of class. You can drop it off either to me in my office or put it in my mailbox, 

which is located on the third floor of Corbly. I will not accept late work without an university excused absence. Any 

university excused absence must be filed and sent to me within seven days of the excused absence; waiting until the end 

of the semester to get absences excused is not acceptable. After seven days, the absence will be marked as unexcused. It is 

your responsibility to make sure that I have received your excused absence. Any work that is due during your excused 

absence must be turned in the next class. Daily activities cannot be made up.  

 

Rewrites: For the written parts of projects 1 through 3, if you get lower than a B (80%) you will be required to rewrite the 

paper. I want you all to succeed and get a grade you can be proud of! I don’t do extra credit, so the rewrites are the best 

way to improve your grade.  

 

When we meet for your individual conference for Project 4, I will outline the issues you need to address for your final and 

what the rough draft would have earned you if you had turned it in as a final. Everyone will be expected to rewrite these 

rough drafts, regardless of the tentative grade I assigned you. NO EXCEPTIONS. 

  

Cell phones: I realize that all of my students have lives outside of the classroom; however, I ask that when you enter my 

classroom, please put your phone on silent or turn it off completely. If you need to have your phone on, simply let me 

know. I will not deduct points from your grade if you should forget, but if you habitually leave your phone on or you text 

during class at all, I will ask you to leave, you will be marked absent for the day, and you will not be able to make up any 

assignments for that day. 

 

Student Examples: Occasionally, I will use student examples in order to help the class understand a concept. These 

examples will be entirely anonymous and mixed with examples from students in other classes to help preserve your 

anonymity. As turnabout is fair play, I will also mix in my own examples. If you do not feel comfortable having sentences 

or paragraphs shared from your paper, please let me know at the beginning of the semester. Note: This will not excuse you 

from taking part in the peer workshops. 

  

Paper Requirements: All papers must be typed in Times New Roman, 12 point font. Margins should be 1 inch all around 

and papers must be double spaced. 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Schedule 

 

Please Note: This is a rough sketch of what we will be doing throughout the course of the semester. At some point in the 

semester we will probably get off schedule. If/when that happens, I will provide you with an updated schedule. 

Furthermore, with each new paper, you will be given a detailed schedule. 

 

Date What We Are Doing in Class/What’s Due For Next Class 



1/12 First day of class. Go over syllabus and what is 

expected out of the reader response sheets. 
Read “A Generation Of Slackers? Not So Much,” 

and “#Me: Instagram Narcissism and the Scourge of 

the Selfie.” 

1/14 Assign Paper #1. Icebreaker. Grammar Mini-lecture. 

Discuss “A Generation Of Slackers? Not So Much,” 

and  “#Me: Instagram Narcissism and the Scourge of 

the Selfie. 

Read “Understanding Black Patriotism,” and “People 

Like Us” 

1/19 Writing Prompt. Grammar Mini-lecture. Discuss 

“Understanding Black Patriotism,” “People Like Us” 
Read “Seeing is Believing?,” “Unspeakable 

Conversations” 

1/21 Discuss “Seeing is Believing?,” “Unspeakable 

Conversations”; Answer questions about paper 1 and 

brainstorm. 

Read “Fifteen Years on the Bottom Rung,” and 

“Spic in English.” 

1/26 Grammar Mini-lecture and paragraph structure. 

Discuss “Fifteen Years on the Bottom Rung,” and 

“Spic in English. 

Read “The Right to Be a Black Girl” and “Learning 

in the Shadow of Race and Class” 

 

1/28 Class discussion of “The Right to Be a Black Girl” 

and ”Learning in the Shadow of Race and Class”  

Come to class with one copy of your rough draft. 

2/2 Peer Review Day Complete Project 1, Read “Language and Thought”, 

and “Words Don’t Mean What They Mean.” 

2/4 Paper #1 Due! Assign Paper #2. Mini-lecture: MLA 

citation and summarization techniques. Class 

discussion of  “Language and Thought” and “Words 

Don’t Mean What They Mean.” 

Read “Propaganda: How Not to Be Bamboozled”, 

“Selection, Slanting, and Charged Language”; “Why 

Rhetoric?” 

2/9 Writing prompt. Mini-lecture: What is an argument? 

What is ‘pathos?’; Class discussion of “Propaganda: 

How Not to Be Bamboozled,” “Selection, Slanting, 

and Charged Language,” and “Why Rhetoric?”; Go 

over Trump example in class. 

Read “The World of Doublespeak” and “Language 

that Silences.” 

2/11 Writing prompt. Mini-lecture: What is ‘ethos?’ Class 

discussion of “The World of Doublespeak” and 

“Language that Silences.” Watch “You Don’t Say: 

Media and Double Standards”  

None 

2/16 NO CLASS None 

2/18 Mini-lecture: What does a rhetorical analysis look 

like? Discuss “The Two Sides of Spider-man” 

(handout), and “Brandon: A Prospective Alcoholic” 

(handout). Go over “The Emotion of Nighthawks” as a 

class. 

Create a detailed outline of your rhetorical analysis 

and bring it to class. The visual component of your 

assignment should be completed by this date. 

2/23 In-class work day! Meet in HH 444. Come prepared 

to write for the entire class period. Use this time to 

ask questions and to get help on your paper 

Print off two copies of your completed rough draft 

for class. You will be leaving one of them with me! 

This rough draft should include both components of 

your paper 

2/25 Peer Review Day. Remember to leave one copy of None 

http://www.rookiemag.com/2015/06/black-girls/
http://www.rookiemag.com/2015/06/black-girls/
http://greenatlas.tumblr.com/post/122119329555/you-dont-say-media-double-standards-about-black
http://greenatlas.tumblr.com/post/122119329555/you-dont-say-media-double-standards-about-black


your rough draft of your rhetorical analysis 

3/1 NO CLASS-- Meet for individual conferences. You 

must attend your conference. Failure to do so will 

result in a letter grade being removed from your 

paper. 

None 

3/3 NO CLASS-- Meet for individual conferences. You 

must attend your conference. Failure to do so will 

result in a letter grade being removed from your 

paper. 

Correct any issues I pointed out during your 

conference. Paper #2 is due next class! 

3/8  Paper #2 due! Writing prompt: Mini-lecture: What is 

feminism and why should we care about 

representation in pop culture? In-class video “We 

Should All Be Feminists”; Class discussion. Assign 

Projects 3 & 4! 

Read “Gender in Television and Film” and 

“Becoming Members of Society” 
 

3/10 Class discussion of “Gender in the Media”, 

“Becoming Members of Society”. Brainstorm visual 

media that could be used for this paper. Go over how 

to find sources for paper. 

Read “The Tyranny of Gendered Spaces,”“Night to 

His Day,” and “Are We Facing a Genderless 

Future?” 

3/15 Class discussion of “The Tyranny of Gendered 

Spaces,” “Night to His Day,” and “Are We Facing a 

Genderless Future?” 

Read “Women, Men, and Society”, “No Way My 

Boys Are Going to Be Like That”.  
 
Come to class with two examples of gendered 

advertising and be prepared to discuss the 

assumptions being made in the advertisement. 

(Conduct a mini-rhetorical analysis: How does the ad 

use gender roles to form their argument?) 

3/17 Class discussion of  “Women, Men, and Society,” and 

“No Way My Boys Are Going to Be Like That”. Go 

over advertisements brought to class. Watch Emma 

Watson’s “He for She” speech to the UN.  

Read  “The Beauty Myth” (online), “Visible or 

Invisible” (online), Queen of the Filtered Instagram 

Image (online) 

3/22 NO CLASS-- SPRING BREAK  

3/24 NO CLASS-- SPRING BREAK  

3/29 Watch In-class watch of “The Sexy Lie.” Class 

discussion of“The Beauty Myth”, “Visible or 

Invisible”, Queen of the Filtered Instagram Image. Go 

over examples of The Sexy Lie in advertisements. 

 Read “Bitches, Morons, and Skanks: Oh My!”, 

“Singing and Dancing with Gender” , “No Respect: 

Gender Politics and Hip-Hop”. Remember to be 

working on your annotated bibliography. 

3/31 Discuss “Bitches, Morons, and Skanks: Oh My!”, No 

Respect: Gender Politics and Hip-Hop. Discuss 

proposal ideas and generate working thesis statements 

None 

4/5 In class workday! Meet in HH 444! Come prepared 

to write for the entire class period. Use this time to 

ask questions and to get help on your paper 

Read “What Wrong with Cinderella?” , Gender 

Inequality in Film, and New Disney Heroine. Come 

to class with two possible discussion questions! 

4/7 Paper #3 due! Discuss “What Wrong with 

Cinderella?”, Gender Inequality in Film, and New 

Disney Heroine. Watch the first half of The Hunger 

None 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hg3umXU_qWc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hg3umXU_qWc
http://www.slate.com/blogs/xx_factor/2013/12/13/beyonc_drops_album_on_pretty_hurts_and_flawless_the_queen_of_instagram_critiques.html
http://www.slate.com/blogs/xx_factor/2013/12/13/beyonc_drops_album_on_pretty_hurts_and_flawless_the_queen_of_instagram_critiques.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kMS4VJKekW8
http://www.nyfa.edu/film-school-blog/gender-inequality-in-film/
http://www.nyfa.edu/film-school-blog/gender-inequality-in-film/
http://www.slate.com/blogs/xx_factor/2013/12/18/anna_in_frozen_her_eyes_are_bigger_than_her_wrists.html
http://www.nyfa.edu/film-school-blog/gender-inequality-in-film/
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Games. 

4/12 Finish The Hunger Games. Return annotated 

bibliographies 
Read “What Makes Katniss Stand Out?” , “Another 

Reason The Hunger Games is Awesome” and 

“Katniss Still Wants a Hero”. Write a one page 

critique of the gender issues that you noticed within 

the film. Does the film buck traditional gender roles 

or does it fall into the same trap as other Hollywood 

movies? Is Katniss a ‘strong’ female character? Why 

or why not? 

4/14 Class discussion of The Hunger Games. Create 

outlines of how the class would write a paper about 

The Hunger Games. Examine a student example of 

gender and race in Lilo & Stitch.  

Create a detailed outline of your paper and bring it 

with you to class! 

4/19 In class work day! Meet in HH 444! Come prepared 

to write for the entire class period. Use this time to 

ask questions and to get help on your paper. 

Print off two copies of your completed rough draft 

for class. You will be leaving one of them with me! 

4/21 Peer Review Day None 

4/26 NO CLASS-- Conferences Work on your final paper! 

4/28 NO CLASS-- Conferences Work on your final paper! 

FINAL Your final is due no later than May 4th at noon. 

You will be turning it online. There is no need to 

attend class during the scheduled final time. 

 

 

 

http://www.npr.org/blogs/monkeysee/2013/11/25/247146164/what-really-makes-katniss-stand-out-peeta-her-movie-girlfriend
http://www.theatlantic.com/entertainment/archive/2013/11/another-reason-em-the-hunger-games-em-is-awesome-katniss-is-taller-than-peeta/281826/
http://www.theatlantic.com/entertainment/archive/2013/11/another-reason-em-the-hunger-games-em-is-awesome-katniss-is-taller-than-peeta/281826/
http://www.slate.com/blogs/xx_factor/2013/11/27/hunger_games_gender_role_reversal_the_peeta_and_katniss_relationship_may.html

