
ENG 201-217 Composition II: Consumer Culture 

Spring 2016        9:30-10:45            HH234 

 

I reserve the right to alter the course schedule should the need arise. However, you will be informed in advance of any schedule 

changes. 

 

 

 “Nobody ever saw a dog make a fair and deliberate exchange of one bone for another with another dog.” –Adam Smith,  

                The Wealth of Nations 

Instructor: Nicole Lawrence  

Office: Corbly Hall 455 

Phone: (304) 696-6515 

E-mail: lawrence14@marshall.edu 

Office Hours: M (online) 8-12; T/Th 12:45-1:45; W 11-3.   

 

Course Description 

 

The course catalog defines ENG 201 as “an advanced composition course centered on critical reading, writing, and 

research skills.” (PR: Grade of C or better in ENG 101) 

 

There’s a term associated with the philosophy of those such as Aristotle and Adam Smith; that term is homo economicus, 

or economic human. Essentially, the homo economicus is consumer and profiteer. Driven by self-interest, decisions are 

weighed by their economic implications. This contrasts with the concept of the reciprocal human, homo reciprocans, 

those that are motivated by mutuality and improvement for all. Irrespective of these terms, there’s the nomenclature we all 

already know, homo sapien, or wise man. These concepts are represented not only in old Latin phrases, but in the living, 

breathing people around us, and in the fabric of human life—especially consumer life. 

 

That said, English Composition II is a core course that utilizes particular themes such as this one, Consumer Culture, as a 

way to hone in/build upon the particular disciplinary conversations that you’d like to have in your own writing. In this 

course, we will explicate, demystify, unpack, analyze, critique, and familiarize ourselves with an array of cultural objects 

(poetry, film, essays, and photographs). These skills will empower and prepare you for academic discourse, putting the 

wise in sapien, to be experienced writers, thinkers, observers— knowledgeable of the texts and objects that surround us 

every day.  

 

This course is divided into three units: Bodies, Technology, and Land. Each unit will look at these broad themes and their 

relationship with consumer culture. By the end of the semester you will have the equivalent of twenty-five typed, double-

spaced pages. 

 

Texts. Additional Reading, and Other Materials 

 

Recommended: Writing Analytically, 6th ed. Rosenwasser and Stephen. (ISBN: 9780495910084) 

Recommended: Rules for Writers, 7th ed. Diane Hacker & Nancy Sommers  (ISBN: 9780312647360) 

 

Over the course of the semester I will provide readings through MU Online. You can access these readings through our 

course tab on Blackboard. Be sure to keep points on your MU card for printing. Be sure to check MU Online regularly 

for updates and announcements too. Again, the texts we will be analyzing covers an array of cultural objects, including 

essays, poems, art, and film. All readings must be completed by the class time assigned. Bring copies of readings to class. 
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Course Learning Outcomes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Policies 

 

Attendance: Attendance is essential for your success in this course. Over the course of the semester, you may be absent 

three times without penalty. I recommend allotting these for emergencies or illnesses. Each absence beyond these three 

will lower your final course grade by a third of a letter (A- to B+, etc.) If you must miss class, please notify me in advance 

whenever possible. Also be sure to inform me in advance of special circumstances, such as religious holidays or other 

university-excused absences, for which there will be no penalties (if all relevant documentation are provided). If you have 

an emergency or illness, please remain in contact with me by email so that we can make appropriate arrangements for you 

to keep up with assigned work. 

Excused Absences consist of the following: 

Students will formulate solid research questions 

that explore ideas and current conversations within 

the course theme. 

Activities include 

reading responses and 

class discussion. 

Assessed through 

research papers and 

group project. 

Students will position themselves within public 

conversations, compose a logical argument 

supported by research, and attend to issues of 

audience, purpose and rhetorical context. 

Activities include 

collaborative 

research, research, 

discussion 

Evaluated through 

group presentation, 

group paper, and 

individual papers 

Students will work with different texts as 

researchers, to mine for information, and to 

effectively use research sources, including online 

sources, in their writing. 

Activities include 

library instruction, 

revision, peer review 

Evaluated through 

raw research data 

assessments. 

Annotated biblio. 

Students will recognize how and when to use 

quotation, summary, and paraphrase, and how to 

examine the ethics of research and writing through 

proper citation methods. 

Activities include 

explicating readings, 

identification 

exercises, revision 

Assessed through 

quizzes, and 

implementation in 

papers.  

Students will analyze the stylistic conventions and 

rhetorical patterns of selected texts and to recognize 

the different stakeholders in an argument. 

Activities include 

readings responses, 

in-class discussion 

Assessed through use 

of rhetorical 

maneuvers  in papers 

Students will inquire into and reflect on the 

development of their research and writing in order 

to think critically and objectively about their work, 

internalize and clarify their own research and 

writing processes, and to self-assess areas in need of 

improvement. 

Activities include 

organization 

exercises, 

summary/analysis 

exercises, conferences 

Evaluated through 

revision, peer review, 

reflective essay, and 

final projects. 

Students will understand the importance of 

grammar, mechanics, and careful proofreading in 

the process of effective communication. 

Activities include in-

class exercises, 

explication 

Assessed through in-

class exercises, 

research papers 
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• Absences due to illness, injury, hazardous commute, or urgent family situation (such as a death or critical illness). In 

these circumstances (or in the case of other pressing personal issues), you should contact me as soon and as frequently as 

possible (please do so via email if you have a contagious illness). As long as you stay in touch regarding your status, and 

as long as your absences do not become excessive*, I will allow you to submit missed work by the next class period you 

are able to attend at no penalty. 

• Absences due to university-sponsored activities, such as official athletic events, ROTC, student government and student 

organization activities, etc, and absences due to other official activities, such as jury duty, short-term military obligations, 

religious holidays, etc. In these circumstances, you must contact the Office of Student Affairs with proper documentation, 

and the Dean of that office will email me with your excuse. Once I receive that email, I will allow you to submit missed 

work by the next class period you are able to attend. 

*Excessive absences are defined as more than two consecutive class periods or more than four class periods overall 

throughout the semester. Once your absences become excessive, you will need to go through the Office of Student Affairs 

for excuses. If you fail to timely contact me about an absence, you will need to go through the Office of Students Affairs 

(in other words, if you miss a class but don’t talk to me about it until a week later, you will need to go to the Office of 

Student Affairs)." 

 

Assignments: I do not accept late work unless university excused. All assignments must be in proper formatting, stapled, 

and typed and turned in to me in person, not via email. 

 

Reading Responses: To exercise comprehension and to practice close reading, a total of five responses are required. Each 

response must be 400-500 words, single-spaced, and include an additional list of definitions of particularly difficult or 

intriguing vocabulary (culled from the readings). For definitions of words use Marshall’s OED (Oxford English 

Dictionary) Online database. Reading responses should not contain any summarization of the text, but should rather focus 

on a particular aspect of the reading that warrants closer examination. Be particular and specific. On your assignment you 

will receive either a  -,,  or +, each with their respective points of 6, 8, and 10. 

 

Revision: Revision and peer review are key components to composition. Additional to this process, you are free to revise 

one graded essay for a new grade. If you do decide to revise, the graded draft, the new final draft, and all peer review 

comments must be turned in by spring break.. 

 

Conferences: Throughout the semester I will meet with all of you and discuss your strengths and any concerns you might 

have. This is meant to reassure you and your approach to your essays.  

 

Academic Dishonesty: Plagiarism will not be tolerated. Academic dishonesty consists of presenting the ideas (written or 

otherwise) of another person without due credit. Because this class is centered on the integration of research it is 

important to understand that even unintentional plagiarism is still plagiarism. Any case of plagiarism will result in an 

automatic 0 on the assignment—for a repeated offense, an F for the course. Familiarize yourself with university policy 

and what all that entails.  

 

Electronics: No cell phone or laptop use during class unless it is directly relevant to our coursework. Please refrain from 

the use of mobile devices for texting, facebook, checking email or any activities unrelated to class discussion. If you must 

use your phone for some reason during class time, please excuse yourself from the classroom. You will be marked absent 
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for any instances of distracting technology used during class time. However, feel free to use any tablets or phones as 

supplementation to class discussion.  

 

Writing Center: I implore you to see the folks at the Writing Center at least once this semester. The Writing Center is 

located on the 2nd floor of Drinko Library. Go to their website for more information: http://muwww-

new.marshall.edu/writingcenter/ 

 

University Policies 

By enrolling in this course, you agree to the University Policies listed below. Please read the full text of each policy be 

going to www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs and clicking on “Marshall University Policies.”  Or, you can access the 

policies directly by going to http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/?page_id=802 [Academic Dishonesty/ Excused 

Absence Policy for Undergraduates/ Computing Services Acceptable Use/ Inclement Weather/ Dead Week/ Students with 

Disabilities/ Academic Forgiveness/ Academic Probation and Suspension/ Academic Rights and Responsibilities of 

Students/ Affirmative Action/ Sexual Harassment] 

 

Major Assignments 

For essay 1 you will analyze a film’s representation of an issue, question, or phenomenon using evidence from one or 

more film scenes. Perform a close analysis of your chosen scene(s) and develop a thesis that engages specific cinematic 

details to form an argument about the film as a whole. Apply an essay as a lens to extend and complicate your argument, 

using the essay in service of your essay’s larger goal: to enhance the reader’s understanding of the film. (4-5 pages) 

 

Essay 2 builds on contextual and visual analysis along with research from your annotated bibliography by advancing an 

original interpretation of a moment, figure, or phenomenon. This essay puts visual analysis in conversation with research 

and then s asks to complicate and extend findings by placing them in conversation with theoretical lenses (7-10 pages) 

 

Grading Policy & Coursework 

Students MUST receive a grade of “C” or better in ENG 201. Students who receive a grade of “D” in ENG 201 must 

repeat the course for a higher grade. 

 

Grade % 
 

A 

    100     A+ 

94-99 A 

90-93 A- 
 

B 

87-89 B+ 

84-86 B 

80-83 B- 

 

C 

77-79 C+ 

74-76 C 

70-73 C- 

 

 

Grade Breakdown  

http://muwww-new.marshall.edu/writingcenter/
http://muwww-new.marshall.edu/writingcenter/
http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs
http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/?page_id=802
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10 Reading responses (10 points each) 100 

Quizzes/in-class prompts/participation 50 

Film Analysis + Scene Analysis 150 

Annotated Bibliography + Visual Analysis 100 

Extended Research Paper 200 

Total Points 600 

 

Course Schedule 

 

WEEK 1 (8/24-8/28) hello! 

Unit 1: Bodies 

WEEK 2 (1/19, 1/21)  WA 23-28, “Notice and Focus” and “The Method,” WA 42-50, “Counterproductive Habits of Mind,” 106-108 

“Reading Analytically,” Berger, “Ways of Seeing,” RR1  

 

WEEK 3 (1/26, 1/28) WA 152-53 “Summary,” WA 75-78 “Analysis versus Summary,” Saunders, “The Semplica Girl Diaries,” WA 

26-32, “The Method,” RR2 

 

WEEK 4 (2/2, 2/4) WA 101-1-3 “Seems to be About X but could also be about Y,” WA 271-73, “Paraphrase x 3” WA 36, Cont. 

discussion on “Semplica Girl Diaries,” RR3 

 

WEEK 5 (2/9, 2/11) RR4+RR5 Combined response, put Berger and Saunders in conversation. 

 

Unit 2: Technology 

WEEK 6 (2/16, 2/18) Film screening/Tools for Visual Analysis 

 

WEEK 7 (2/23, 2/25) WA, “10 on 1” 211-213, WA, “Applying a Reading as a Lens,” Foucault, “Panopticism”, RR6, RR7 

 

WEEK 8 (3/1, 3/3) Midterm, Scene analysis due 

 

WEEK 9 (3/8, 3/10) Film Analysis due 3/10 

 

Unit 3: Land 

WEEK 10 (3/15, 3/17) Library Instruction, “Linking Evidence and Claims” 166-170, “Recognizing and Fixing Weak Thesis 

Statements” WA 255-259. “Compositional Features of Photographs” RR8, RR9 

 Wendell Berry, “Faustian Economics.” Revision of essay 1 due. 

 

WEEK 11 (3/21, 3/25) Spring Break! 

 

WEEK 12 (3/29, 3/31) Visual Analysis of a photograph.  

 

WEEK 13 (4/5, 4/7) Annotated Bibliography due, RR10 

 

WEEK 14 (4/12, 4/14) Conferences 

 

WEEK 15 (4/19, 4/21) Rough Draft of research based analysis due (print two copies) 

 

WEEK 16 (4/26, 4/28) Final Research based analysis due 4/28 

 


