
Marshall University  
English 101P: Beginning Composition PLUS 

Instructor: Rachel Rinehart 
 

Course Title/Number  English 101P - 207 

Semester/Year Spring/2016 

Days/Time TR 9:00 – 10:40 am 

Location Corbly Hall 465 

Office Corbly Hall 405 

Phone (304) 696 - 2711 

E-Mail rinehartr@marshall.edu 

Office/Hours Tuesday/Thursday 1:00 – 4:00 pm 

Email Office Hours: Monday/Wednesday 1:00 – 3:00 pm 

University Policies By enrolling in this course, you agree to the University Policies listed below. Please 

read the full text of each policy by going to www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs and 

clicking on “Marshall University Policies.”  Or, you can access the policies directly by 

going to http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/?page_id=802  

Academic Dishonesty/ Excused Absence Policy for Undergraduates/ Computing 

Services Acceptable Use/ Inclement Weather/ Dead Week/ Students with Disabilities/ 

Academic Forgiveness/ Academic Probation and Suspension/ Academic Rights and 

Responsibilities of Students/ Affirmative Action/ Sexual Harassment  

Course Description 

Introduction to academic writing with emphasis on writing as a multi-stage process, critical thinking, and 
fundamental research strategies and skills. Additional attention on reading, paragraph development, and 
sentence-level writing skills.  PR: ACT Verbal below 18 (or SAT Verbal equivalent).  Students completing the 
course with C or better will receive credit for ENG 101. 

 

The table below shows how each student learning outcome will be practiced and assessed in the course.  

Course Student Learning 

Outcomes  

How students will practice each outcome 

in this course 

How student achievement of 

each outcome will be 

assessed in this course 

http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs
http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/?page_id=802


Students will demonstrate 

comprehension of literary and 

informational texts, 

demonstrated through 

summarizing, paraphrasing, and 

responding to course material, 

including the work of peers.   

Reading assignments with accompanying 

low stakes reading comprehension and 

journal activities; in-class discussions and 

writing assignments; individual and group 

peer review activities.  

Minor assignments, Memoir, 

Profile Paper, Rhetorical 

Analysis, and Radical 

Revision.  

Students will demonstrate 

application of rhetorical 

concepts, including audience 

considerations, genre, and logical 

appeals. 

In class writing assignments; rhetorical 

analysis activities; class discussions.  

Minor assignments, Memoir, 

Profile Paper, Rhetorical 

Analysis, and Radical Revision 

require students to write for 

different types of audiences.  

Students will demonstrate the 

ability to acknowledge and 

evaluate larger social, 

intellectual, and cultural contexts 

as relevant to their particular 

writing tasks. 

In-class writing assignments, class 

discussions, journal entries.  

Minor assignments, Memoir, 

Profile Paper, Rhetorical 

Analysis, and Radical 

Revision. 

Students will demonstrate the 

ability to write a focused, 

cohesive text that demonstrates 

adequate development of ideas. 

In-class writing assignments, class 

discussions, journal entries, drafting and 

revision activities. 

Minor assignments, Memoir, 

Profile Paper, Rhetorical 

Analysis, and Radical 

Revision. 

Students will demonstrate the 

ability to present ideas logically 

and in an organization pattern 

appropriate for an assignment’s 

purpose. 

In-class writing assignments, class 

discussions, journal entries, drafting and 

revision activities, and various organization 

and structural activities.  

Minor assignments, Memoir, 

Profile Paper, Rhetorical 

Analysis, and Radical 

Revision. 

Students will demonstrate the 

application of Standard English 

usage and the ability to 

proofread for surface features 

such as syntax, grammar, 

punctuation, spelling, and textual 

formatting. 

In-class editing assignments, class 

discussions, journal entries, drafting and 

revision activities, and peer review.  

The use of Standard English 

will be evaluated in all 

assignments, except for low 

stakes writing assignments.  

Students will demonstrate the 

application of ethical citation 

practices. 

In class citation activities, library and 

research instruction.  

Minor assignments, Memoir, 

Profile Paper, Rhetorical 

Analysis, and Radical 



Revision. 

Students will demonstrate ability 

to identify and solve individual 

writing and reading difficulties 

and comprehensively implement 

peer and instructor feedback. 

Revision activities, individual conferences, 

group work.  

Minor assignments, Memoir, 

Profile Paper, Rhetorical 

Analysis, and Radical 

Revision. 

Students will demonstrate the 

ability to generate knowledge as 

a member of the class 

community as a whole and in 

small peer groups.    

Class discussion, group and individual peer 

review assignments.  

Peer review participation and 

feedback will be assessed.  

Required Texts, Additional Reading, and Other Materials 

1. Reading assignments will be linked to on MUOnline. 
2. Money for printing assignments. 

3. Manila portfolio folder. Pocket folders and three ring binders are not acceptable. 

**In addition to the required texts and materials, students are expected to have regular access to computers 
with an internet connection in order to complete assignments for this course.  
 
**Students are expected to have obtained course materials by the first day of the second week of class. 
Students who are not prepared will be unable to complete assignments. If you anticipate an issue with acquiring 
the materials by the specified date, please contact me ahead of time.  

Course Requirements  

1. Writing Process (10%): Students will be required to complete various activities designed to help plan and 
facilitate the writing process. Students will be required to turn in these activities along with the major writing 
assignment they are associated with when it is due. Two dates will be listed on each writing process 
assignment: a “complete by” date, which serves as a guideline for when the activity should be completed, and 
a due date, which will be the same as the due date for the major assignment the activity is designed to prepare 
students for. A “writing process” grade will be given for each major assignment. 
 
2. Participation/In Class Activities (5%) These activities are designed to help students become more 
comfortable with the writing process, practice and hone their writing skills, and brainstorm for larger 
assignments. I will collect activities at the end of the class period in which they are assigned. 
 
3. Minor Assignments (10%): Medium stakes writing activities will be assigned throughout the semester to 
help students with various stages of the writing process, including research, brainstorming, and organizing 
essays. Assignment sheets and other materials for these assignments will be distributed later in the semester. 
 
4. Memoir (10%): Due February 11. Students will write a narrative, memoir essay in which they utilize 
descriptive language and use storytelling techniques to relate an event that happened to them in an interesting 
and well organized manner.  



 
5. Profile Paper (15%): Due March 15. Students will write an essay profiling a specific person, place, event, or 
social phenomenon. This essay will incorporate a variety of sources, including a personal interview and visual 
source, and will be written for a general audience.  
 
6. Rhetorical Analysis (20%): Due April 12. Students will conduct a rhetorical analysis of a restaurant menu, in 
order to make an argument about whether or not the menu successfully markets the restaurant to its targeted 
audience. 
 
7. Radical Revision (25%): Due April 28. Students will be asked to radically revise an earlier essay assignment 
for a new grade. Students will then write a short analysis of why they chose to revise their essay in the manner 
they chose. Radical revision techniques will be discussed in class. Because this assignment is a culmination of 
all the writing skills students have been practicing throughout the semester, receiving a D or F on this 
assignment will result in a D or F grade for the course. 
 
8. Portfolio (5%) Due April 28. Students will be required to turn in a manila portfolio folder containing all major 
assignments at the end of the semester, as well as a written reflection on their progress throughout the 
course.  
 
**All minor and major assignments must be submitted in hard copy format. I will not accept or grade 
assignments submitted to me via email. Grades will be recorded and posted on MuOnline, but hard copies will 
be commented on. With the exception of writing process and participation assignments, all assignments should 
be typed and formatted according to MLA Guidelines.  
 
**Additionally, no major assignments may be completed until the syllabus scavenger hunt has been completed 
by student and checked by the instructor. 
 
Revision Policy: Students will be permitted to revise one major assignment to achieve a higher grade. The 
revision grade will replace the original. If the essay was turned in late, the student will be able to earn back half 
the amount of points docked from the original essay as long as he or she has made significant substantive 
revisions, in addition to the amount of points the revision merits. No late revisions will be accepted.  
  

Grading Policy 

All assignments and the final course grade will adhere to the following scale:  
100%-90%: A 
89%-80%: B 
79%-70%: C 
69%- 60%: D 
59%- 0%: F 
 
**Grades will be calculated and recorded on MuOnline. I am happy to discuss grade issues with you during 
my office hours or by appointment, but I will not discuss grade issues via email. Additionally, I ask that 
students wait at least 24 hours after I return major assignments before discussing their grade with me.  

Course Policies 



Communication Policy: You must regularly check your Marshall email and MuOnline account for 
communications and assignments in this class. Not checking these accounts is not an excuse for not being 
prepared for class or completing assignments.  
 
Contact/Email Availability: I am most readily available via email during the office hours listed above. While I 
do check my email somewhat regularly, I cannot guarantee that I will check my email after 5 pm on week 
days and at all during weekends. On weekdays, please allow 24 hours for me to respond, after which you 
may email me again, in case your email got buried in my inbox. While I am able to help you with clarification 
regarding concepts and assignments via email, please visit me during my office hours to discuss these 
issues if at all possible, as a face-to-face discussion is often more productive and efficient. Unless you have 
a university excused absence, do not email me to ask what you missed in class. I will not respond to those 
emails. Additionally, you must use your Marshall email account to email me; I will not respond to emails from 
personal accounts.  
 
Attendance: Due to the nature of the materials and assignments it will be difficult to pass this course if you 
do not attend class regularly. Students who miss 5 or more class periods due to unexcused absences will 
automatically fail this course. If you miss class for an unexcused reason, it is your responsibility to find out 
what happened in class. At the beginning of the semester, you will swap contact information with two other 
students. These will be the students you contact in order to find out what you missed, get notes, etc. I do not 
post lecture notes online. Note that missing class for work is not a university excused absence. 
 
Late Work: All major and minor assignments turned in late due to unexcused absences/reasons will receive a 
10 point deduction for each day they are late, up to one week. Assignments that are turned in more than 
one week late will receive a zero. Late in-class assignments will not be accepted, unless you provide a 
university excuse for that day’s absence. 
 
University Excused Absences: It is your responsibility to provide me with appropriate documentation for 
excused absences and to contact me to make arrangements to make up work. You will have one week 
following your return from an excused absence to turn in missed work.  
 
Extensions: Extensions may be granted on a case-by-case basis, as I deem appropriate. I am more likely to 
grant extensions to students who make me aware of their circumstances as soon as possible (preferably in 
advance of the deadline).   
 
Technology: There will be occasions in class when I permit or encourage you to use your cell phones, such as 
to look up a word you don’t know or find a piece of information. You may use laptops or tablets to type 
homework assignments and take notes. However, I ask that you refrain from texting, using social media, and 
playing games on any devices during my class, and that you silence your phones. If I have to ask you to put 
your cell phone away, I will deduct ten points (one letter grade) from the writing process grade for the 
current assignment. I understand that emergency situations arise. If you anticipate an emergency phone call, 
please let me know at the beginning of class, and you may step into the hall to take it.  
 
Academic Dishonesty: All of the work you do for this class is expected to be your own, which you have 
written specifically for this class. Information used from sources (in summary, paraphrase, and quoted form) 
must be properly cited in MLA format. Failure to do this correctly is plagiarism. You must check your 
assignments carefully to see that they adhere to MLA guidelines prior to turning them in. Incorrect citations 
or failure to cite source materials will result in a penalty based on the severity of the offense, from point 
deductions to a 0 on the assignment.  



 
While you are expected to use source materials to support the argument or fulfill the purpose of most 
assignments, most of the paper must be original work, written by you. Assignments in which source material 
constitutes more than 1/5th of the paper’s content, even if all material is properly cited, will receive a 0.  
 
Blatantly plagiarizing work—copying and pasting text, without a clear attempt to cite source material—will 
result in failure of the course and a report to the Office of Student Affairs, as will turning in work written by 
someone else, or not written specifically for this course. Sanctions from the Office of Student Affairs can 
result in suspension or expulsion from the university.  
 
All lecture and assignment materials disseminated by the instructor for this class are for registered 
students only. Sharing these materials with students who are not in this class or posting or selling them to 
websites such as Study Soup constitutes a copyright violation and could result in university sanctions. 
 
Classroom Conduct: Due to the nature of the course material, class discussion is an integral part of this 
course and occasionally controversial subjects will arise. You are adults, and I expect you to behave as such, 
especially by keeping an open mind and being sensitive and respectful of others’ opinions. Discriminatory 
remarks based on gender, race, sexual orientation, age, religion, or ethnicity will be in no way tolerated in 
class discussion or in written work. A verbal offense will result in a warning, followed by dismissal from class 
if the offense is repeated. Written offenses will result in a request to rewrite the assignment because they 
are inappropriate for an academic audience and alienating to readers.  
 
Writing Center: The University Writing Center is located on the 2nd floor of Drinko Library. Their website is: 
http://www.marshall.edu/english/writingcenter/. The Writing Center is an excellent resource and can offer 
even more individual help on writing issues than you receive in class. You are encouraged to visit the writing 
center on your own, at any time in the semester, but I offer extra points on certain high stakes assignments 
to student who go and turn in proper documentation of their visit. When you visit, please remember to bring 
your assignment rubric or prompt sheet, so that the tutor has a good understanding of the requirements.  
 
Office of Disability Services: Marshall University is committed to making all programs, services, and activities 
fully accessible to students with disabilities.  The purpose of the Office of Disability Services Program is to 
provide the educational and physical accessibility support necessary for students to achieve their academic 
goals and to promote as much independence as possible on the part of the students with disabilities. For 
more information please visit their website: http://www.marshall.edu/disabled/office-of-disability-services/. 
 

 
English 101P Course Schedule 

**Course schedule is tentative and subject to change. Assignments may be added or dropped and due 
dates may changed based on class need and progress. These changes will be announced in class or 
through MuOnline and email. It is your responsibility to be aware of these changes.  
 

January 12 
Introductions and Syllabus Review 

14 
Active Reading and Note-taking Strategies 
 
Assign: Readings “Killing Chickens” and “A 
Butcher’s Conscience” Handouts 

http://www.marshall.edu/english/writingcenter/
http://www.marshall.edu/disabled/office-of-disability-services/


19 
Introduce Memoir Essay  
Lecture: What is a Memoir? 
 
Assign: WP Activity 1: Brainstorming a Topic 
Reading “Strawberries under Ice” Handout 

21 
Lecture: Using Descriptive Language 
 
Assign: WP Activity 2: Using Sensory Descriptions 
Reading “Food is Good” Handout 

26 
Lecture: Organizing Your Memoir and Using 
Dialogue 
 
Assign: WP Activity 3: Brainstorming Your 
Introduction 

28  
Lecture: Constructing Paragraphs and MLA 
Format Introduction 
 
Assign: WP Activity 4: Outlining Memoir 
Paragraphs 

February 2 
Draft 1 of Memoir Essay Due 
Peer Review in Class (WP Activity 5) 
 
Assign: WP Activity 6: Revision Plan 
 

4 
In Class Work Day  

9 
Class Cancelled for Individual Conferences 
Draft 2 of Memoir Essay Due 

11 
Memoir Essay Due 
In Class: WP Activity 7: Memoir Reflection Letter 

16 
Introduce Profile Essay 
Lecture: What is a Profile Essay? 
 
Assign: WP Activity 1: Brainstorming a Topic 
Reading, Selections from “The Secrets of Excess” 

18 
Lecture: Organizing Profile Essays 
Review Descriptive Details 
 
Assign: WP Activity 3: Brainstorming Your 
Introduction  
Reading, “Devoted to Keeping Lobster Divers of 
Honduras Alive” Handout  

23 
Lecture: Developing Interview Questions and 
Using Interview Materials 
 
Assign: Minor Assignment 1 Pt. 1: Interview 
Questions 

25 
Peer Review Interview Questions in Class (WP 
Activity 2) 
 
Assign: Assign Minor Assignment 1 Pt. 2: 
Interview 

March 1 
Lecture: Using and Evaluating Source Materials 
and Integrating Quotations 
 
Assign: WP Activity 4: Choosing Interview 
Materials 

3 
In Class Work Day 
Minor Assignment 1, Pts. 1 and 2 Due 
 
 



8 
Draft 1 of Profile Essay Due 
Peer Review in Class (WP Activity 5) 
 
Assign: WP Activity 6: Revision Plan  

10 
Class Cancelled for Individual Conferences 
Draft 2 of Profile Essay Due 

15 
Profile Essay Due 
In Class: WP Activity 7: Profile Reflection Letter 
Introduce Rhetorical Analysis 
Lecture: Rhetorical Appeals 
 
Assign: WP Activity 1: Rhetorical Analysis 
Preparation 

17 
Lecture: Analyzing Visual Texts 
In Class Activities Analyzing Menus 
 
Assign: Minor Assignment 2: Audience Profile 

22 No Class – Spring Break 24 No Class – Spring Break 

29 
Developing a Thesis Statement 
Minor Assignment 2 Due 
 
Assign: WP Activity 2 Developing a Thesis 
Statement 
Readings, Articles on reading restaurant menus, 
Handout 

31 
Review Using Source Materials 
In Class Activities Analyzing Menus 
 
Assign WP Activity 3: Using Source Materials 
WP Activity 4: Outlining Rhetorical Analysis 
 
 

April 5 
In Class Work Day 
 
Assign: WP Activity 5: Peer Review for Homework 
WP Activity 6: Revision Plan 

7 
Class Cancelled for Individual Conferences 
Draft 1 of Rhetorical Analysis Due 

12 
Rhetorical Analysis Due 
In Class: WP Activity 7: Rhetorical Analysis 
Reflection 
 

14 
Introduce: Radical Revision 
Lecture: What is Radical Revision? 
 
Assign: WP Activity 1: Radical Revision 
Preparation 

19 
Review Analyzing Visual Texts 
 
Assign Portfolio Review 
WP Activity 2: Developing a Thesis Statement 

21 
Review Analyzing Visual Texts 
 
Assign: WP Activity 3: Explication Outline 



26 
In Class Workday 

28 
Radical Revision Presentations in Class 
 
Radical Revision and Portfolio Due by 5 PM – No 
Exceptions. 

 

 
 


