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LEARNING OUTCOMES FOR ENGLISH 101 (3 credit hours) and 101P (4 credit hours) 
 

In English 101 and 101P, students will gain extended practice with composing processes, including invention, 
drafting, revision, and editing and use writing as a means of thinking critically, making meaning, and generating 
knowledge.  Students will produce at least 3-4 polished, formal writing projects, in addition to a series of shorter 
writing assignments leading or connected to larger writing projects.  By the end of the semester, students will have 
generated the equivalent of a minimum of twenty typed, double-spaced pages through low-, medium-, and high-
stakes writing. 

 
Coordinator’s Note: Outcomes are now accompanied by added context to help instructors understand how 
students might achieve the outcomes. The language has also been modified to align our outcomes more closely 
with the Council of Writing Program Administrators’ “WPA Outcomes Statement for First-Year Composition”: 
http://www.wpacouncil.org/positions/outcomes.html. 

 
By the end of English 101/101P, students will: 

 
1. Interpret, synthesize, evaluate, and respond to various ideas, information, situations, and 

texts.  
• Use composing and reading for inquiry, learning, critical thinking, and communicating in various rhetorical 

contexts (WPA Outcomes, “Critical Thinking, Reading, and Composing”). 

• Read a diverse range of texts, attending especially to relationships between how text features function for 
different audiences and situations (“WPA Outcomes, “Critical Thinking, Reading, and Composing”). 

 
       2.    Develop writing projects through multiple drafts. 

• Develop strategies for reading, drafting, reviewing, collaborating, revising, rewriting, rereading, and 
editing (WPA Outcomes, “Processes”). 

• Use composing processes and tools as a means to discover and reconsider ideas (WPA Outcomes, 
“Processes”). 

• Reflect on the development of composing practices and how those practices influence their work (WPA 
Outcomes, “Processes”). 

• Learn to give and to act on productive feedback to works in progress (WPA Outcomes, “Processes”). 

• Experience the collaborative and social aspects of writing processes (WPA Outcomes, “Processes”). 
 

3.    Apply rhetorical knowledge of genre, purpose, audience, context, and conventions.  
• Learn and use key rhetorical concepts through analyzing and composing a variety of texts (WPA 

Outcomes, “Rhetorical Knowledge”). 

• Gain experience reading and composing in several genres to understand how genre conventions shape 
and are shaped by readers’ and writers’ practices and purposes (WPA Outcomes, “Rhetorical Knowledge”) 

• Learn how to invoke common expectations between writers and readers and how these expectations vary 
by genre and discipline (WPA Outcomes, “Knowledge of Conventions”). 

• Understand why conventions for structure, paragraphing, tone, and mechanics vary across genres (WPA 
Outcomes, “Rhetorical Knowledge”). 

 
4.    Apply knowledge of information literacy and ethical citation practices.  
• Locate and evaluate sources for credibility, sufficiency, accuracy, timeliness, and bias (WPA Outcomes, 

“Critical Thinking, Reading, and Composing”). 

• Use strategies--such as interpretation, synthesis, response, critique, and design/redesign--to compose 
texts that integrate the writer’s ideas with those from appropriate sources (WPA Outcomes, “Critical 
Thinking, Reading, and Composing”). 

• Explore the concepts of intellectual property—such as fair use and copyright—that motivate 
documentation conventions (WPA Outcomes, “Knowledge of Conventions”).  

http://www.wpacouncil.org/positions/outcomes.html
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• Practice applying citation conventions systematically in their own work (WPA Outcomes, “Knowledge of 
Conventions”). 
 

5.     Apply knowledge of sentence-level mechanics and usage. 
• Develop knowledge of linguistic structures, including grammar, punctuation, and spelling, through 

practice in composing and revising (WPA Outcomes, “Knowledge of Conventions”). 

• Develop understanding of audience-appropriate mechanics and usage.  

 
6.    Use technology to enhance communication with readers.  
• Understand and use a variety of technologies to address a range of audiences (WPA Outcomes, 

“Rhetorical Knowledge”). 

• Match the capacities of different environments (e.g. print and electronic) to varying rhetorical situations 
(WPA Outcomes, “Rhetorical Knowledge”). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


