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Course Title/Number ENG 101-216 Beginning Composition (3 CR) 
Semester/Year Spring 2016 
Days/Time TR 2-3:15 
Location Corbly Hall 354 
Professor Andrea Williams 
Office Corbly Hall 328 
Phone 304-696-3354 
E-Mail Williams555@live.marshall.edu 
Office Hours R 11 AM - 12:30 PM and by appointment 

Online Availability T 12-1 PM 
University Policies By enrolling in this course, you agree to the University Policies listed below.  

Please read the full text of each policy by going to www.marshall.edu/academic-
affairs and clicking on “Marshall University Policies.”  Or, you can access the 
policies directly by going to www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/policies/.  
Academic Dishonesty/Excused Absence Policy for Undergraduates/Computing 
Services Acceptable Use/Inclement Weather/Dead Week/Students with 
Disabilities/Academic Forgiveness/Academic Probation and 
Suspension/Academic Rights and Responsibilities of Students/Affirmative 
Action/Sexual Harassment 

 
Course Description: From Catalog 
Introduction to academic writing with emphasis on writing as a multi-stage process, critical thinking, and 
fundamental research strategies and skills. (PR: ACT English 18-27 [450 on SAT]) 
 
The table below shows the following relationships:  How each student learning outcome will be 
practiced and assessed in the course. 
Course student learning 
outcomes 

How students will practice each 
outcome in this course 

How student achievement of 
each outcome will be assessed 
in this course 

Students will demonstrate 
comprehension of literary and 
informational texts, via 
summarizing, paraphrasing, and 
responding to course material, 
including the work of peers.  

Peer Review 
Drafts 
In-class writing 
Homework 
Research Reports 

Literature Analysis 
Annotated Bibliography  
Research Paper 

Students will apply rhetorical 
concepts, including audience 
considerations, genre, and 
logical appeals.  

Homework 
In-class writing 
Discussion Posts 
Research Reports 

Literature Analysis 
Research Paper 

Students will demonstrate ability 
to acknowledge and evaluate 
larger social, intellectual, and 
cultural contexts as relevant to 
their particular writing tasks.  

Homework 
In-class writing 
Discussion Posts 
Research Reports 

Literature Analysis 
Research Paper 

Students will demonstrate ability 
to write a focused, cohesive text 
with adequate idea 

Homework 
In-class writing 
Discussion Posts 

Reaction Paper 
Literature Analysis 
Research Paper 

mailto:Williams555@live.marshall.edu
http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs
http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs
http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/policies/
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development.   Research Reports 
Students will demonstrate ability 
to present ideas logically and in 
an organization pattern 
appropriate for an assignment’s 
purpose. 

Homework 
In-class writing 
Discussion Posts 
Research Reports 

Reaction Paper 
Literature Analysis 
Annotated Bibliography 
Research Paper 

Students will demonstrate ability 
to apply Standard English usage 
and the ability to proofread for 
surface features such as syntax, 
grammar, punctuation, spelling, 
and textual formatting. 

Homework 
In-class writing 
Discussion Posts 
Research Reports 

Reaction Paper 
Literature Analysis 
Annotated Bibliography 
Research Paper 

Students will demonstrate ability 
to apply ethical citation 
practices. 

Homework 
In-class writing 
Research Reports 

Reaction Paper 
Literature Analysis 
Annotated Bibliography 
Research Paper 

 
Required Texts, Additional Reading, and Other Materials 
Pratchett, Terry, and Neil Gaiman. Good Omens. 1990. New York: Harper Collins, 2006. 3-369. Print.  
ISBN: 978-0-06-085397-6 
 
The rest of the course requirements will be available on MUOnline. 
 
Course Requirements/Due Dates 
Homework, Discussion Posts, and In-class Writing. 10% of total grade. 
 
Homework and in-class writing due as assigned. 
 
Discussion posts due by Friday at 5 PM on weeks assigned and should be a minimum of 100 words [See 
schedule]. Discussion posts should focus on Good Omens or your own personal research depending on 
the time period of assignment. More information to come. 
 
Research Reports. 10% of total grade. 
 
Short reports involving research. More information to come. 
 
Peer Reviews and Drafting.  10% of total grade. [See schedule for dates] 
 
Participation in peer review session involves providing a draft for peer review and reviewing others’ 
papers.  
 
Attending and participating in drafting sessions during class time. Students can use these sessions to 
begin work or to continue or revise what they have already started. Bring whatever you need to work 
with you. 
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Reaction Paper. 10% of total grade. 2-3 pages. Due on MUOnline by 2 on January 28th. 
 
A paper reacting to and discussing possible reasons for your reaction to either R.E.M.’s “It’s the End of 
the World as we Know It (And I Feel Fine)” or the Buggles’ “Video Killed the Radio Star.” You will also 
discuss the theme of the end of ___ for whichever song you choose and this theme affects your opinion 
of the song. Use MLA. 
 
Literature Analysis. 15% of total grade. 3-5 pages. Due on MUOnline by 2 on March 3rd. 
 
An analysis of Pratchett and Gaiman’s Good Omens exploring a theme, character, or scene from the 
novel and its significance to the rest of the novel as a whole or an idea from the novel. Use MLA. 
 
Annotated Bibliography. 10% of total grade. Due on MUOnline by 2 on March 31st. 
 
An annotated bibliography of at least 3 sources you plan to use on your research paper. Use APA. 
 
Research Paper. 20% of total grade. 5-7 pages. Due on MUOnline by 2 on April 21st. 
 
A research paper that utilizes at least 4 sources. Use APA. 
 
Topic will be chosen from anything that appears in Good Omens. You have the option to use your 
research to discuss the novel or to have your paper be focused solely on your topic. 
 
Revisions.  
 
Revisions of the Reaction Paper and Literature Analysis will be accepted a week after grade is returned. 
Highest grade given will be your grade 
 
Final Paper. 15% of total grade. Due on MUOnline by 2:45 PM on May 5th. 
 
You have 2 options for the final paper. (1) You can do a creative radical revision (changing the genre and 
other aspects of your original project) of one of your major papers, or (2) rewriting one of your major 
papers as another one of your major paper assignments [for example, rewriting your literature analysis 
as a research paper]. With the second option, you will need to incorporate your original ideas into a new 
format. 
 
Regardless of your choice, the original work and a 1-2 page reflection is required. More information to 
come. 
 
 
Grading Policy 
100-90=A; 89-80=B; 79-70=C; 69-60=D; 59-below=F. 
 
Late major assignments will be reduced by 10% each day they are late. 
 
Attendance Policy 
While attendance will not be graded on its own, late work will not be accepted without an excused 
absence. 
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Excused Absence Policy 
Late homework will not be accepted without an excused absence following Marshall University 
Guidelines on excused absences, which can be reviewed here. Absences will be reported to me instead 
of the Dean of Student Affairs. If you would like to submit your excuse to the Dean of Student Affairs, 
contact me first, so I can do the necessary work to make this possible. 
 
Road conditions that keep you from attending class on days that the University does not close are also 
applicable, as are certain events which cannot be rescheduled. Discuss with me at your earliest 
availability, so we can work out if your absence should be excused. 
 
Contact me at your earliest availability and when possible provide documentation (ex. a doctor’s note). 
Work missed during an excused absence is expected to be turned in during or before the next class 
session you attend. 
 
Academic Honesty Policy 
Students are expected to properly cite and acknowledge sources throughout this course. Any 
intentional plagiarism will be reported to Marshall University and the work submitted will 
automatically be recorded as a zero.  
 
More than 1 instance of unintentional plagiarism will result in the student being contacted and given 
a week from the date of the conference to resubmit their work with the necessary corrections. 
 
Email Policy 
I expect you to check your email regularly. If the University closes unexpectedly, this is how I will contact 
you to discuss our class work. Communication will only be done through Marshall University’s email 
system (Outlook). 
 
I also expect your emails to be written professionally, and I will also write emails in this manner to you. 
For example, the contents of your email should appear as: 
 
Dear Professor Williams, 
 
A body paragraph or paragraphs written in complete sentences, with correct capitalization and 
punctuation, and at least mostly free of grammar issues. 
 
Best (or some other salutation), 
Your Name 
 
You should also title your email something short that gets the point of your email across. For example: 
Question about Thursday’s Homework. 
 
I will answer emails sent between 8 AM – 5 PM on weekdays on the same day as the email was sent. 
Emails sent after this time frame will be answered the next day, and emails sent over the weekend will 
be answered on Monday. 
 
General Paper Policy 
Following both MLA and APA, papers should be typed with 1” margins and double-spaced. Your font 

http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/policies/#ExcusedAbsences
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should be 12 pt and you can choose between Times New Roman, Calibri, Helvetica, and Cambria. If 
you wish to use a font outside of these, discuss so with me. 
 
Your Works Cited (MLA) or References (APA) should be arranged alphabetically. 
 
I expect the After spacing on your paragraphs to be set at 0 pt on every assignment. Failure to do so will 
result in a loss of points. Increasing your After spacing from the default will result in 5% being deducted 
from your grade. 
 
Increasing your font size on any section of your paper will also result in 5% being deducted from your 
grade. 
 
All work should be submitted on MUOnline as either a Word or PDF file unless otherwise stated, except 
for your in-class writing. If you would prefer to type our classwork and email it to me, that would also be 
fine, but you are not required to do so. 
 
If there is some issue uploading your paper on MUOnline, email me a copy as a timestamp. Your paper 
will not be graded until it is uploaded to MUOnline, but you will not lose points for late submission this 
way. 
 
Behavior Policy 
In compliance with Marshall University’s Social Justice Policy, students are expected to treat everyone 
respectfully and to not make anyone feel unwelcome or unsafe.  
 
Technology Policy 
As I will be asking you to use MUOnline to access readings for class, you can use your electronic 
devices to access the readings and other information during class. Technology usage in class will not 
be prohibited, unless it is disruptive to other students’ ability to learn and take part during a class 
session.  
 
Course Schedule 
Week 1:   
Jan 12 
Introduction to course.  
 
Jan 14 
Reaction Paper Unit. 
 
Week 2:  
Jan 19 
Reaction Paper Unit. Drafting session for reaction paper. 
Good Omens (GO) 3-38 (Ending on the line “Hastur went home.”) 
 
Jan 21 
Reaction Paper Unit. GO 38-64 (Ending by the section Wednesday) 
Research Report #1 due by 2 PM on MUOnline. Discussion Post due by Friday at 5 PM. 
 

http://www.marshall.edu/board/files/policies/MUBOG%20GA-%203%20Social%20Justice.pdf
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Week 3:  
Jan 26 
Reaction Paper Unit. GO 67-107 (Ending on “Forty minutes later, the cocoa was still untouched.”) 
 
Jan 28 
Reaction Paper Unit. GO 107-133 (Ending on “Occasionally he would very nearly swear.”) 
Reaction Paper due by 2 on MUOnline. Discussion Post due by Friday at 5 PM. 
 
Week 4:  
Feb 2 
Literature Analysis Unit. GO 133-172 (Ending by the section Saturday) 
 
Feb 4 
Literature Analysis Unit. Drafting session for Literature Analysis.  
GO 175-215 (Ending on “Presently, it began to rain.”) 
Research Report #2 due by 2 PM on MUOnline. Discussion Post due by Friday at 5 PM. 
 
Week 5:  
Feb 9 
Literature Analysis Unit. GO 215-235 (Ending on “… Hastur was gone as well.”) 
 
Feb 11 
Literature Analysis Unit. GO 235-256 (Ending on “‘Gosh,’ he said, ‘am I on television?’”) 
Research Report #3 due by 2 PM on MUOnline. Discussion Post due by Friday at 5 PM. 
 
Week 6:   
Feb 16 
Literature Analysis Unit. GO 256-307 (Ending on “He’d hoped it would be more lifelike.”) 
 
Feb 18 
Literature Analysis Unit. GO 307-321 (Ending on “Then he said, ‘Come and see.’”) 
Discussion Post due by Friday at 5 PM. 
 
Week 7: 
Feb 23 
Literature Analysis Unit. GO 321-347 (Ending by the section Sunday) 
 
Feb 25 
Literature Analysis Unit. Peer Review  
GO 351-369 (Finish the novel) 
Research Report #4 due by 2 PM on MUOnline. Discussion Post due by Friday at 5 PM. 
 
Week 8:  
Mar 1 
Literature Analysis Unit. 
 
Mar 3 
Literature Analysis Unit. Literature Analysis Due by 2 PM on MUOnline. 
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Week 9:  
Mar 8 
Research Unit.  
 
Mar 10 
Research Unit. Research Report #5 due by 2 PM on MUOnline. Discussion Post due by Friday at 5 PM. 
 
Week 10:  
Mar 15 
Research Unit.  
 
Mar 17 
Research Unit. Research Report #6 due by 2 PM on MUOnline. 
 
Week 11: Spring Break 
Mar 22 
No Class 
 
Mar 24 
No Class 
 
Week 12:  
Mar 29 
Research Unit. 
 
Mar 31 
Research Unit. Annotated Bibliography due by 2 PM on MUOnline. 
 
Week 13:  
Apr 5 
Research Unit. Drafting session for research paper. 
 
Apr 7 
Research Unit. 
 
Week 14:  
Apr 12 
Research Unit. 
 
Apr 14 
Research Unit. Peer Review. 
 
Week 15:  
Apr 19 
Research Unit. 
 
Apr 21 
Research Unit. Research Paper due by 2 PM on MUOnline. 
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Week 16: Dead Week 
Apr 26 
Final Paper Unit. 
Apr 28 
Final Paper Unit. 
 
Week 17: Finals  
Final Paper due Thursday, May 5th by 2:45 PM on MUOnline. 
 
Professor reserves the right to make changes to the syllabus and course schedule as needed.  


