
1 

 

ENGLISH 201: ADVANCED COMPOSITION (SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY) 

 

SPRING 2016 
 

Room: Corbly 467     Instructor: Forrest Roth, Ph.D. 

Class Time: TR 2-3:15     Office: Corbly 462 

Section: 225      Hours: MW by appointment 

CRN: 3070        TR 10-11, 12:30-2, 3:30-5:30 

Credits: 3      Email: rothf@marshall.edu 

        Phone: (304) 696-3317 

 

 
PREREQUISITE: As per English Department guidelines, you must have a final grade of C or better 

from English 101 or accepted transfer credit for 101 from a previous institution to enroll in this 

course. If you have neither, then you will need to drop this course immediately and enroll in English 

101. 

 

UNIVERSITY POLICIES: By enrolling in this course, you agree to the University Policies listed below. 

Please read the full text of each policy by going to www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs and clicking on 

“Marshall University Policies,” or you can access the specific policies directly by going to the 

aforementioned site and then searching the following: Academic Dishonesty; Excused Absence Policy for 

Undergraduates; Computing Services Acceptable Use; Inclement Weather; Dead Week; Students with 

Disabilities; Academic Forgiveness; Academic Probation and Suspension; Academic Rights and 

Responsibilities of Students; Affirmative Action; Sexual Harassment. 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: English 201 is an advanced composition course centered on critical reading, 

writing, and research skills needed for whatever discipline you are studying at MU. The particular themes 

for this course will utilize both discursive and creative works addressing Science and Technology, and 

within these themes we will be paying close attention to how we can write various topics without our prose 

becoming overly scientific or stale, resorting to “data dumps,” etc. In short, we will engage the creativity of 

scientific writing and its capacity to inform its audience of the larger issues it seeks to address, all the while 

building upon our understanding and knowledge of various scientific areas. 

 

English 201, then, will continue to develop your skills in critical thinking practices you learned in 101, as 

well as in writing more complex college-level analyses. The course will allow you to interact with subject 

matter dealing with Science and Technology from across the curriculum, and these works will ultimately be 

addressed by you using the contemporary argumentative essay. You will develop ideas, conduct and share 

research, and offer feedback to other students in the process to help build our academic discourse 

throughout the semester. 

 

As for the specific format of our class sessions, look for discussion, group work, workshop and 

presentation. While I may often take lead on discussion or actively guide it, your comprehension and 

writing will not necessarily improve just from listening to me talk. Come to each class fully prepared to 

write, discuss, and be involved.  

 

USING TECHNOLOGY: You are required to submit typed versions of all out-of-class papers for this 

course, access your email account on a daily basis to check for any updates or related course materials, 

write discussion posts on-line, and to use approved databases and Internet resources to perform background 

research for specific assignments. You may also be required to use other computer and electronic resources 

in completing and presenting assignments. Please make sure to back-up or make copies of any work done 

http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs
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for this course while you draft: I cannot accept any excuses related to tech-related mishaps for missed 

deadlines, etc. 

 

NOT USING TECHNOLOGY: Always bring notebooks, loose-leaf paper and pens to class for note-

taking, pop quizzes, and the inevitable failure of aforementioned technological devices. 

 

REQUIRED TEXTS: The purchase and use of the following books are required for this course. 

 

○ Graff, Gerald, et al., eds. They Say / I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing. 3rd Ed. Norton. 

○ Blum, Deborah, et al., eds. The Best American Scientific and Nature Writing 2014. Mariner. 

○ Wells, H.G. The Island of Doctor Moreau. 1896. Any edition accepted. 

 

MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, Diana Hacker’s Rules for Writers, as well as standard 

references (a collegiate dictionary and Roget’s Thesaurus), are also highly recommended. 

 

MAJOR COURSE OBJECTIVES: The following are our major learning outcomes for the course, and the 

general methods and means of assessment that it will use throughout the semester. 

 

  Learning Outcomes               Learning Methods              Assessment 

 

Ability to formulate solid research 

questions that explore ideas and  

current conversations within the  

course theme. 

In-class exercises; examining 

writing as conversation. 

In-class writing and major 

assignments. 

Ability to position themselves  

within public conversations,  

compose a logical argument  

supported by research, and attend 

to issues of audience, purpose and 

rhetorical context. 

Peer review and group work; 

analysis of assigned readings, 

research texts. 

Class participation and major 

assignments. 

Ability to work with different texts 

as researchers, to mine for  

information, and to effectively use 

research sources, including online 

sources, in their writing. 

Research practice in and out 

of class; examining source 

usage in assigned texts. 

In-class writing and major 

assignments; annotated  

bibliography. 

Ability to recognize how and when 

to use quotation, summary, and 

paraphrase, and how to examine 

the ethics of research and writing 

through proper citation methods. 

In-class exercises; examination 

of assigned texts. 

In-class writing and major  

assignments. 

Ability to analyze the stylistic 

conventions and rhetorical patterns  

of selected texts and to recognize  

the different stakeholders in an 

argument. 

In-class exercises; examination 

of assigned texts. 

Major assignments and final 

presentation. 

Ability to inquire into and reflect  

on the development of their  

research and writing in order to  

think critically and objectively  

about their work, internalize and  

Peer review and group work; 

in-class writing and homework. 

Major assignments and final 

presentation. 
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clarify their own research and  

writing processes, and to self- 

assess areas in need of work. 

Ability to understand the  

importance of grammar,  

mechanics, and careful  

proofreading in the process of  

effective communication. 

In-class writing and homework. Major assignments. 

 

 

ASSIGNMENTS & GRADING: Your final grade for this course is tallied from five different components, 

which are: 

 

Homework & Participation  20 % 

Two Standard Essays (4 pp.) 30 %   (15 % ea.) 

Research Essay (8-10 pp.)*  30 % 

Annotated Bibliography  10 % 

Final Research Presentation  10 % 

 

*As part of the on-going assessment and continuous improvement of Marshall University’s general 

education, commonly known as the Core Curriculum, you may be required to upload this assignment to 

GEAR at the end of the semester. 

 

All essay assignments are graded on a 100-point scale, which will be weighed as indicated above. The 

components will then be totaled for your final letter grade: 
    

A = 100-90     B = 89-80     C = 79-70     D = 69-60     F = 59-0 

 

Please note that a D or F grade given for the course means you will have to take 201 again as per English 

Department guidelines. 

 

GRADING POLICY: Points are deducted on standard essays for grammatical and mechanical errors 

found, as well as topical coherence and other criteria (see attached rubric). Assignments must be submitted 

by you in class and fully attending on the due date. I will not accept drop-offs, anything left in my mailbox 

(unless I’ve spoken to you about it), or emailed drafts. Late papers receive a zero grade unless you have 

been formally excused or have a satisfactory reason; in the latter case, you must see me during office hours 

so I can determine if you may hand it in and whether a partial credit grade (50 %) or some other deduction 

is appropriate if full credit cannot be given. 

 

Preliminary drafts, homework and other exercises are not letter-graded but “checked off” with a √, √-, or √+ 

depending on how well you approach the task and are factored into your final participation grade. 

 

ASSIGNMENT FORMATTING: All work for this course must be typed and presented in proper MLA 

format, have one-inch margins all the way around, formatted using 12-point Times Roman font in black ink 

only, double spaced and stapled together; and do  not double space after periods. Make sure your name, 

class and section, indicated assignment, and due date are in the upper left-hand corner of the first page and 

the page number in the upper right-hand corner. Any incorrectly formatted papers will not be graded and 

marked late at my discretion. 
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REVISIONS: You may turn in a revised final draft of one standard essay assignment if you’re looking for 

a higher grade, provided that: 1) the assignment was complete and turned in on-time, 2) you see me during 

office hours so we can formulate a revision strategy, and 3) you submit the original graded draft with the 

revised one. Any revisions must be submitted to me in class by the indicated due date on our agenda. You 

are allowed only one revision per assignment, and the revised grade will count as the final grade as well. 

 

ATTENDANCE & PARTICIPATION: are essential and will be recorded. You are allowed a total of 

three unexcused absences for this course without penalty to your final grade. The fourth absence will 

penalize you one full letter on your final grade (10 %). The fifth absence will earn you a failing grade for 

the course and your work will not be evaluated further. Absences for those on athletic teams, special 

academic-related functions, or personal emergencies must be vouched with the appropriate official notice or 

a message from the Dean’s Office / Student Affairs. Do not email me excuses; they will not count here. 

Excessive lateness will also earn you absent marks, so you should arrive before I take attendance or I'll need 

to know what the hold-up is. 

 

Remember that if you are unable to attend class it is your responsibility to get assignments from your 

classmates, as I will not be posting class notes to Blackboard. Please do not contact me asking what was 

covered in class, but do see me promptly during office hours regarding any missed deadlines for papers. 

 

ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY: As part of your research essay, you will develop a bibliography 

according to MLA guidelines of all primary and secondary academic sources that you have consulted and / 

or cited for your research and previous essay assignments. This bibliography will also feature a brief critical 

introduction, and will be graded on a pass / fail basis. 

 

EXAMS: No midterm or final is given for this course. 

 

ETIQUETTE: Showing up does not entail meeting your academic obligations for this course. To pass 

English 201, you must be prepared every day we meet to contribute respectfully to our dialogue. Arrive on-

time to class or, better yet, get here a little early. Know your fellow classmates, do not antagonize them. Be 

attentive when they are speaking, and they will do the same for you. Please refrain from bringing food to 

class (drinks are okay, however). And if you have a cellphone or any other electronic distraction, it must be 

turned off and put away at the start of class—if not, then you lose participation points or, should this 

become habitual, I will ask you to leave the classroom and mark you absent for the day. 

 

PLAGIARISM: is simply not tolerated here. Beyond the usual errors which occur while learning MLA 

citation style, deliberately turning in a plagiarized paper (in part or in whole) or committing any other form 

of academic dishonesty will earn you a failing grade for the course and I will not evaluate your work 

further. The transgression will also be reported with an Academic Dishonesty Report sent to Academic 

Affairs. Make sure you refer to the aforementioned Marshall University policies so that you understand 

what constitutes plagiarism at this campus, and please note that MU makes no differentiation between 

"accidental" and "intentional" plagiarism. 
 

THE WRITING CENTER: is staffed by undergraduate and graduate English students, and they offer free 

writing assistance to Marshall University students. Writing tutors can help you at any stage of the writing 

process: invention, drafting, or revising. The Center is located on the second floor of the Drinko Library. 

You can schedule an appointment at www.marshall.mywconline.com. Make sure you take advantage of this 

resource during the semester while you can—they will be busy towards the end of it. 
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COUNSELING AND DISABILITY SERVICES: The Marshall University Counseling Center is 

available as a free and confidential resource to all enrolled students. Counselors can help with many 

different types of problems that are not uncommon during the school year, from stress management to 

personal conflicts. You can visit their website or call them at (304) 696-3111. Any student with special 

instructional needs, documented learning disabilities or health problems, or any emergency medical 

information should visit the Office of Disability Services in order to facilitate the provision of needed 

accommodations for this course. Appointments can be made by calling (304) 696-2271. 

 

OFFICE HOURS: Come see me during my scheduled hours or make an appointment if you have any 

questions or something that needs to be brought to my attention. I’ll be very busy during the semester and 

my availability may be limited, though I will do my best to make sure I meet with you. Otherwise, email me 

with all proper salutation, respect, and—most importantly—coherency. I’ll answer as soon as I can. 
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GRADING RUBRIC: ESSAYS 
 

 

All essay assignments for this course are graded out of 100 points. The grade is indicated on your paper as 

a “fraction,” the upper denominator being the grade for the grammar and mechanics, the lower being the 

grade for content and structure (e.g., 50/50 = 100, 45/40 = 85). The following rubric is used to evaluate 

the two portions:  

 

● GRAMMAR AND MECHANICS (50 POINTS) 

 

One point is deducted for each standard English usage error found, which include: misspelled words, run-

on sentences, sentence fragments, comma splices, incorrect punctuation, misplaced apostrophes, verb 

tense shifts, subject-verb agreement, incorrect MLA citation or formatting. These items are all covered in 

introductory handouts. 

 

● CONTENT AND STRUCTURE (50 POINTS) 

 

50 pts.  Engaging and developed topic / thesis statement; ideas are original, creative, sufficiently  

  supported; appropriate organization with well-developed paragraphs; strong sentence  

  structures with complexity, variety appropriate for college discourse; excellent vocabulary 

  range for 200-level class; shows full understanding of assigned course readings, correct MLA  

  citation, et al. 

 

40 pts.  Topic / thesis statement is competent; main points are supported logically, competent  

  organization, though not sophisticated; clear topic sentences in paragraphs; varied sentence 

  structure with some colloquial language; good vocabulary with accurate usage; shows good 

  understanding of course readings; occasional MLA citation errors. 

 

30 pts.  Weak topic / thesis or too broad; mostly intelligible ideas with sufficient support; competent 

  paragraph structure, though with weak transitions; topic would be aided by more logically 

  developed paragraphs; formulaic sentence structures with some errors, non-standard syntax; 

  ordinary vocabulary range, mostly accurate; some MLA citation  errors; overall essay  

  organization could be more effective. 

 

20 pts.  Topic / thesis makes little or no sense; main points simplistic, unfocused; supporting details 

  are irrelevant; attempted organization, but unsuccessful; simple paragraphs with no evident 

  transitions; little to no sentence structure variety; diction errors, though still has readability; 

  some MLA citation errors. 

 

10 pts.  Topic / thesis is not discernable; ideas too rudimentary for 200-level course; lack of support 

for main points; illogical generalizations; paragraph structure very weak, confused 

organization; frequent use of simple sentence structures; limited vocabulary; does not meet 

page length requirements; insufficient work for expected final draft, needs substantial 

revision. 

 

0 pts.  Absence of topic / thesis; no support for main points; no paragraph structure, development;  

rambling sentences with no clear purpose; inappropriate or informal language; diction and 

syntax confusing; required MLA citation and / or Works Cited Page elements incorrect or 

entirely missing; complete lack of effort evident.  
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GRADING RUBRIC: HOMEWORK & PARTICIPATION 
 

 

Grade  Evaluation 

 

20-19 % Consistent and excellent participation in class discussion; came prepared to each 

class ready to talk about assigned readings; provided excellent points, showed 

above average understanding of course material, utilizing appropriate 

terminology in the discourse; variety of points raised that students were able to 

respond to; positive influence in the class; frequently kept class discussions on-

topic; most if not all homework received √, possibly with multiple √+ 

evaluations; overall A / A+ effort. 

 

18-17 % Very good participation; consistently prepared to contribute to discussion, take 

lead; excellent points brought up; showed clear understanding of course material, 

utilized most of the terminology in discussion; kept in-class comments formal 

and on-topic for most of the course; most if not all homework received √, 

possibly with some √+ evaluations; overall A- / B+ effort. 

 

16-15 % Above average participation; prepared most of the time to discuss, though 

occasionally unprepared, not willing to lead; used accurate terminology for most 

of the class; showed willingness to be involved and contribute to discussion; 

asked very good questions of other students; most homework received with only 

one or two missing, with √ evaluations; overall B / C+ effort. 

 

14-13 % Average participation; was involved in discussion sometimes, didn’t say anything 

on other days; comments reflected a fair understanding of course material, 

terminology; discussion was standard; may have missed one or two classes; kept 

on-topic most of the time, though occasionally digressed into unrelated topics; 

most homework submitted with some receiving √- evaluations, or perhaps a few 

missing; overall satisfactory effort in C / C- range. 

 

12-11 % Mostly quiet during discussion; had to be called on occasionally; made some  

  effort to get involved, but showed little understanding of the assigned readings;  

  not much terminology used; small contribution to discussion, unwilling to ask  

  questions or take lead; occasionally late to class; may have missed more than  

  three classes; some informal in-class comments made; few homework submitted  

  or multiple √- evaluations; overall unsatisfactory effort in D / D- range. 

 

10-0 %  Little or no participation in discussion, or many in-class comments that were not  

productive to discourse; made no effort to get involved, even when called upon; 

appeared unprepared, uninterested in discussion, topic at hand; frequently late to 

class or left early; few homework submitted or multiple √- evaluations; may not 

have given group presentation or final research presentation; failing grade range. 
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ENGLISH 201: TENTATIVE AGENDA 
 

Below is a detailed agenda for our readings and major assignments. Use this to pace yourself with the 

class material, but please note I reserve the right to alter, add, or withdraw assignments as the term 

progresses. In the event I do have to make major changes to assignment due dates, you will be given 

at least a one-class notice. 

 

 

Week 1  1/12-14  TR Course introduction and syllabus; introductory writing. Read  

all handouts posted to Blackboard, Blum’s introduction to the 

Best American anthology, and Graff’s “The Data Suggest” 

(Chapt. 16) in They Say / I Say. Essay #1 assignment given. 

 

Week 2  1/19-21  TR Using Data. Seth Mnookin, “The Return of Measles,”  

and Fred Pierce, “TV as Birth Control.” Graff, “They 

Say” (Chapt. 1). 

 

Week 3  1/26-28  TR Scientific Abstractions. Nicholas Carr, “The Great  

Forgetting,” and Barbara Kingsolver, “Where It Begins.” 

Graff, “Her Point Is” (Chapt. 2). 

 

Week 4  2/2  T Peer Review session; draft due. 

 

2/4  R Essay #1 final draft due (Summary / Response);  

workshop lab TBD. 

 

Week 5  2/9-11  TR Comparative Analysis. Ferris Jabr, “Why the Brain  

Prefers Paper,” and Maggie Koerth-Baker, “Danger! 

This Mission to Mars Could Bore You to Death!” Graff, 

“As He Himself Puts It” (Chapt. 3). Essay #2 assignment 

given. 

 

Week 6  2/16  T Library tutorial at Drinko (TBD): advanced database and  

journal searches. 

 

2/18  R MLA tutorial. Review of selected sources and early  

drafts if time allows. 

 

Week 7  2/23  T Peer Review session; draft due. 

 

2/25  R Essay #2 final draft due (Comparative Analysis);  

workshop lab TBD. Introduction to H.G. Wells. Sign-up 

for conferences. 

 

Week 8  3/1-3  TR Mid-term conferences; class does not meet. 

 

Week 9  3/8-10  TR Discussion and analysis of science writing in Wells’ The  

Island of Dr. Moreau. Graff, “On Closer Examination” 

(Chapt. 15). Research Assignment given.  
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Week 10 3/15-17  TR Ethical Considerations. Barbara King, “When Animals  

Mourn,” and Robin Henig, “A Life-or-Death Situation.” 

Graff, “Yes / No / Okay, But” (Chapt. 4). 

 

Week 11 3/22-24  TR No class (Spring Break). 

 

Week 12 3/29-31  TR Observation. Justin Nobel, “Ants Go Marching,” and  

Pippa Goldschmidt, “What Our Telescopes Couldn’t 

See.” Annotated Bibliography due. Sign-up for 

conferences. 

 

Week 13 4/5  T In-class workshopping with sources. 

 

4/7  R Workshop con’t. Sign-up for conferences. Essay  

revisions due (optional). 

 

Week 14 4/12-14  TR Research Assignment conferences at my office. 

 

Week 15 4/19  T Peer Review session; draft due. 

 

4/21  R Research Assignment final draft due; workshop lab TBD.  

Student presentations begin. 

 

Week 16 4/26-28  TR Dead Week. Final student presentations con’t. Course  

conclusion. 

 

Exam Week TBD   Research Assignment pick-up at office. 

 

 


